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The general dutiei of all bodies politic^ considered in their Corporate 
capacity, may, like those of natural persons, be reduced to this single one, 
•—that of acting up to the end or design, whatever it b^, for which they 
were created by the Founder. — Corporations being composed of individu- 
als> subject to human frailties, are liable, as well as private persons, to de* 
▼iate from the end of their institution."— i9/acAf/oiitf'« Commentaria, 
book /. chap, 18, Of Corporations, 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



X HE publication of the present pamphlet 
originated in the general and long-con- 
tlpued disrsatisfaction of theBurgesses with 
the state and management of the Corpora- 
tion ; but ^nore paxtieularly in the recent 

proceedings fw a M^n4(fmu^ to displace 
the Ex-Mayor, Mr, Wilmshurst, and the 

peijiding legal proceedings to remove certaugi 

sAemhe^^ ^^ *^^ corporate body. The Au- 
thor has, for a long period, bestowed a 
laborious and expensive ye^earch into, the 
Charters, Records, Charities, Rights, and 
Franchises of his uative town ; this is 
only mentioned as a proof that these pages, 
though hastily written, are not the ]^esult of 
partial inquiry or of temporary excitement. 
When he, some years since, commenced 
th^t investigation, he could no where dis- 
cover a single printed w: manuscript docu? 
ment, or a particle of information on the 
object of hisresepxeh-rrrhis municipal birth- 
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rights ! The difficulty and expense he has 
had in obtaining the information which is 
here briefly but accurately given, assure 
him that the publication of the present 
pages cannot but be acceptable to the Bur- 
gesses^ more especially as it is at this time 
peculiarly useful and required. 

Of the liberties and inheritances of the 
Burgesses it has been his object to give an 
honest and impartial account, divested of all 
party spirit and unnecessary personality, 
but fearlessly allowing facts to speak for 
themselves. If the Corporation sincerely 
desire to stand well with the town, and to 
clear themselves from the long-existing im- 
putations of misconduct, the desire can only 
be accomplished by the Burgesses rightly 
understanding their borough privileges, and 
how they have been administered : in that 
case, the Corporation must be highly obliged 
by the present publication. But if the sy- 
stem of SECRECY, which has hitherto inva- 
riably characterized the proceedings of the 
Corporation of Warwick, be sought to be 
maintained, the Author pleads guilty to the 
offence of breaking open the doors of pri- 
vacy, and rejoices that the following pages 
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convey that information^ and will excite 
that inquiry and attention, which must infal- 
libly occasion a speedy and complete change 
of system. 

Publicity is the best and only effectual 
safeguard of integrity in public trusts ; 
and where it is discouraged and evaded, 
some inconsistent and sinister objects pro- 
bably exist which render the application 
of the principle inexpedient and inconve- 
nient to those who " light their candle and 
put it under a bushel.'^ The municipal fiinds 
of Corporations are the property of the In- 
habitants and Burgesses : the members and 
executive bodies of Corporations are the 
trustees and servants of the Public ; and it 
is a modem doctrine, that trustees are not 
responsible for their deeds, and that ser- 
vants may conceal their acts from their 
masters. The members of this and of all 
other elective Corporations are,orshouldbe, 
selected from the Burgesses at large, for 
their probity and public experience : they 
are the representatives of the aggregate 
body interested in the objects of the trusts; 
and they ought not to have any interest or 
object incompatible with the public wea,l. 
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UnleJ^s the Public honestly use dndmain^ 
tain the rights they possess, however limit- 
ed, they cannot justly claim an extensidn 
of power. We must use well that which we 
havie, before we are entitled to what we 
hare not. Reform should begin At home; 

When the following sheets were first 
printed, the Author did nbt intend to have 
placed his own name in the title-page, but 
having no desire or intention of shielding 
himself from any legal or personal rfespon- 
sibility, he thinks;^ on consideration, that it 
is the more manly aiid honourable couriSe 
to affix it. If any mis-statement^ misrepre- 
setitation, or bmission bfe pointed out^ hevrill 
publicly abknbwledge and rectify his unin- 
tentional ertor ; for ih these pages he has no 
object besides that of public advantage. 

BntMiNGHAk, 
15M Fehruanfj 1827. 
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GOVERNING CHARTER 

OP THiE BOROUGH OP 
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CHART'ER. TBANSLATION. 

Tertitt jiarisFatgn' de annd R. 
RfetRSGoUelmietMa^ 
tie quintD. 

1. R^ et R£Gi;NA &C. l- William and Ma- 
Omnibus ad quos &c. saitm; JliJlS Q^n,!^ 

all to whom, &c. send 
greeting : 

3;CuMBargo8nosterWar- 2. mercas out Bo- 

^^.....•. gh S^ '^ \X7 ^ :*t •^ rouek of Warwick in our 

WlCl in CoiW nro WarWlCl sit coulty of Warwick is an 

BtU^» antiquus ftuitq^ ac a ancietitborough,andhath 

tempore CujUs contrai' me- l\ad from time ifflmemo. 
, i" ^ • • fcj rial, and bath been accuff- 

mona Boium noQ existitnere tomed to have, two bur- 

codsnevit duos Burgeiises dfe ^^^^ . of *^ samebo- 

eodem 

Parliament^ 

nPam Angl tenf sicnt ceteri^ roughs within our atoc 

'^ , . ^. kingdom have had and 

aadqtii burgi ejtttidem rBi been accustomed to have. 
liR^lfeiit et' Itert cdnsttfever'. 

b 




3. Camq^ etiam inliitantes 3. And whereas also 
Bn.^ pdei per divenas car- tl^'^^S.i^l^ 

taset Iras paten' diversdj^ pro- charters and letters pa- 

genitoi et antecessor nroa tent of divers of our pro- 

° • • A -i genitors and predecessors, 

nuper regnm et regina^ Angi tings and queens of En- 

in nnu corpus corporat* et gland> have been consti- 
_ ^^J,'^ x-x- ^» J* x» tuted, ordained, and con- 

polltlCUm constltnt ordinat finned into one body cor- 

et Confirmat* fuer* tam per porate and politic, as well 

noen Burgens' ViUe Warwici '>y '^e name of Burgess^ 
, Y 01 the iown or Warwick 

mcom Warr quam per noen in theCounty of Warwick, 
Baltij et Burgens* BurgiWar- ^ ^J ^^e name of the Bai- 

... i%x7 » ^« liff and Burcesses of the 

WlCl m com Warr, ac etiam Borough of Warwick in 

per noen Major* Aldro& et the County of Warwick, 
Burgens* Burgi Warwici in f,"^ ""^ ^^ ***t,°,*°^^ ^^ 

o p ^ the Mayor, Aldermen, 

com Warr , Virtute quaji qui- and Burgesses of the Bo- 

dmcartaxettraa paten* pdict* rough of Warwick in Ae 

. - • , '^. • • * x» • County of Warwick, by 

mmtan sic mcorporat exis- virtue of which said char- 
ten* dl versa messuagia terras ters and letters patents the 

ten?a rectorias decimas red- if^-JJSKvtf^drS: 

dit* libtat* franches' privilegia had, used, and enioyed di- 

iffiunitat' et ai hereditament* ^«" messuages, lands, te- 

, . , . nements, rectories, tithes, 

perqmsiver finer USl et ga- rents,Uberties,franchiscs, 

visi fiier*^ rone qute quidem privileges, immunities, 

- Tfc-j. j.»^j.r I. • w u aJid heredi^ments, by 

libtat et franchesiaf pax bene ^^^ ^ ^,,i^ i^^ 

qouservata fait in burgO p- and franchises peace bath 

diet' et justitia ibm legittime Jjf " ^«^. Pjeserved in 

, .** , 1. . t . the borough aforesaid,and 

admmiStrat fuit ad premiu justice hath been thei-e 

bono& et terror malo&. rightftdlyadministered to 

^ « *^ the encouragement of the 

good and terror of the evil. 

4. Nosq^ meliorafion* burgi 4. And we, graciously 

•%s: OiAi^u.* ^4- '^^^^•^^'.^w^ ^^« intending the welfare of 

nn pdict et prosperam con- ^^ 3^^ borough and the 
. dicon* populi nri itim habitan prosperity of our people 
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graciose affectan' et.volentes ^here; and bdngivOling^ 
qddeceteroimppetuuHeatnr r^^ftte*^ *.^d 

certUS et indubitat* modus in lindonbted method in the 

eodm burffo de in et pro ens- faid borough for the keep- 

J, . ^ . . ing of our peace and the 

tod pacis nre et regimine et gwd government and con- 
gubemacbe ejnsdm burgi et duct of the same borough 

!•*'••*' u u*^ « and of our people there 

populinn ibm habitan , ape- i„|,.biti„g. Whoring 
nunteaq^qnod ai iDKitan'bni^i t^at if the inhabitants of 
pdicf majoribua ex concea- **^ ^"^ ^""B^ ^ ?"' 

*. •^ , gracious concession enjoy 

Sione nra gaudere potennt their liberties and prrvi- 

lifetatibus et priviledjs tunc leges, that then they will 
1 . . . • ^ perform towards us, our 

adaervitia que potermt erga Qrs and succcsors, such 

noa heredes et aucceaaor' nroa services as they are in an 

exhibend'etimpendend'spe. ^P^:* ^rZ ?plS 

cialius fortiusq^ se sentiant grace and certain know- 

obligatos.Degranraspialiac ledge and mere motion we 

^ . . *^ have willed, constituted, 

ex Certa SCieucia et mero mo- dechired, ordained, and 

tn nris Voluimus COnstitui- granted, and by these 

mus declaravimus ordinavi- C,T^lare,''a^d "^^^^^^ 
mus et concessimas^ ac per that our aforesaid bo- 

presentes VOLUMUS COUStitU- ^^"6^ of Warwick be and Warwick 
^ J , remain for ever hereafter to be a trw 

mus declaramns ordmamns a free borough of itself, ^«>'»«>»- 

et concedimus, qd pdict* bur- a^d *!>»' all and singular 
^ Txr • • "^ ^ the burgesses of the same 

gus noster Warwici sit et per- borough of Warwick for 
maneat imposteru imperpe- the time being, by what- 
tuu liber burgus de se, et qd ^^^' ^/^"J*^ ^^ ^™«» 

o \ . * they or their predecessors 

ones et smguh burgens et in- have been heretofore in- 

titan'einsdemburffi Warwici corporat^d or not, and 

•^ • °, J whether the body cor- 

pro tempore existen perquod- pirate and politic of the 
cnnq^ noen sive per quacnnq^ borough aforesaid bath 

noia ipi vel predecesaorea aui ^^^ '^^'^^X 
antehac incorporati fuer' vel of the liberties and privi- 
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nao, et sire COtptU COCporat* ^e^ aforesaid hath been 

etpoliticum.burgipdict' ali. feS-^nSSl 

quo modo dissoluf ait aive ed or nqt, ahall he for 

non, et sive aliqua libt^tes et ^T^T hereafter, by virtue 

. .i . ^ T 1 J. , ot these presents, one bo- 

privUegia pdict perdit sur- dy corporate and politic 

9limreddit' forisfact' vacat' '^^ ^^ed, fact, ai^id name, 

sive extinct' fner' vpI sint ri vp ^^^^^ name of the Mayor, 
Siyeexnnct ruer yeisiotaiw Aldermen, and Burgesses 

QOD^ de cetero et.iinperpetuu of Warwick in the CpuiHy 
flint et erant vigore pseMiu 9^ Warwick 5 and them 

° '^ and their successors by 

^DU corpus corporat atpoll- tl>e name of the Mayor, 

ticu in re facto et noie per no- AUcrmen, and Burgea^^s 

en Major Aldro^ et Bwgens' wU^^n The ^Co^^^^ 
burgiWarwiciincom'Warr', W^r>rick, a;bQdy,cojqpo' 
ac eos et successores suos .p ji^^f ^"^ P""^^*^^ '"^ f ^^* 

- A>r • ' • A 1 i~ -n *^*^*» *°" name, we truly 

noeu Majoris Aldro^.et Bur- and fully, for ourseWes 

gens' burgi WarUrici iu corn* *^^ ^^^ wccessors, do 

Srr , _ - , erect, make, found, and 

Warr unu corpiis cprporat et ordain, constitute, de. 
politicii in r& fitcto ^t noie clare, and create, by these 

realit' et ad plenu pro nobis K'^uT' *^ t^^ ^^"^ 

^ l^ Z, shall have by the same 

Oered at successor nris EBJ- name perpetual sucpes- 

JJtlfiiL. GIMUS facimus fundamus or- ^j^? y and that.tjiey and 

ciiaae^aaas ^ . . t i their successors, by the 

dmanaus COUStltuim^ declai-a- aforesaid name of niyor, 

musetcreamusperpsenites^et «fldprmen, aud l?urge8«es 
.^^ idem noen.teint succes- ^i^'^rT^^l^"^ 
sionemppetuam^.et qd ip!i et Warwick shall be for ^y^r 
SUCCessores sui ppdcm Uoen hereafter persons^t and 
Tkjr* •All-' -o t capable in the law to 

Majqris Aldrpf et BurgeUS have, acquire, receke, 

•burgi Warwici in com* Warr' i^oW, ^nd possess J^nds, 

• , . . X • r * ♦ .tenements, liberties, pri- 

.smt .et emnt perpetms fiitur ^Ueges, franchises, juris- 
•temporibus persone jiabflcia dictions, and b^redita- 
etiu lege capaces adiisend' w^nts in f^ and. forever, 

• J. • • jt «» or for term of life or lives 

perqiureud^Fecipieaa'teneiia or Qthcxwise howsoever^ 



XUl 

et .posAd^d* terras te»t$i lib- ^^^ aUo gopdsand dmt- 

A^j. ---ii — : n u^-» ' tels and all other thines. 

tetes pnvilegia franohes ju- ^^ ^b^tsocyer kind, nz^ 

j;ia4icc^a' et bereditameQt' eis tare, sort, or quality tbey 

€t successor' suis in feodo et °!*y ^^ ^^' and aUo to 

- give, grant, demise, and 

perpetaitate vel pro termip assign such lands, te- 

Tlte vel vita& sen alit^ ^UO- nen»ents, hereditameatt, 
J "^ ^. 1 ^ goods, and chattels, and 

quomodo, ac etiam bona et »,i ^^y^„ ,^ ^^^ jyogs 

Catalla AC oes ai res CU jus- to (lo and perform, by the 

cnnafoerint generis nature -aa.eofthemayor.Hiaer- 

-. ^ 1. » 1 men, and burgesses ot the 

spHei seu qualitat', neqnon ad fiorougb of Warwick in 
dand' concedend' dimittead' ^^ County of Warwick^ 

J, , and that by the same name May tae 

et assigDand eadm terras ^hcy may plead and be wd he sued 

tenta bereditament* bona et iinpJeaded,answeraDdhe 

catalla ac oia at facta et res IJ^'^^Y!? ' ^'^^'';? ^"^ ^ 

^AM,MM±^M», «^ ^/*» ^ E»x.i«» V* X.O defended, in all courts 

faciend'etexequend'perJiScD and places, and before 

Major' Aldro& et Blirgeus' any our judges, ministers, 
- .T»r • • • »T»r » ai^o officers, and of our 

burgl WarwlCl m com Wa^ r ; heirs and successore, in 

Et qd per idem noen ptitare M ^nd singular actions, 

et imptitari respondere et re- -:Vr£:ift 
sponderidefendereetdefendi mauds whatsoever, of 

Valeant et pcwsint in quibus- whatever kind, nature, or 

,,'^ - . ^ sort they shall be, m sucQ 

canq^ CUriJS et loas ac coram manner and form as aay 

quibuscana judicibjUS justici- other body corporate and 

f • • ^ t ^ m * 9 — politic within this our 

ar nunistr et offioiar nm {[ingdom of England may 

hered' et aucceS80& UroS in and can have, acqivre, rer 

Sihos et singlU acainibns ceiye.possess give grant, 

^. . . assign, plead, or be im- 

sect querel pjitis causis ma- pleaded, defend or be de- 
teriis et denpiand' quib.uscnnq. fended, answei or be an- 

. ii_ • -^ • swered j and that the a- Common- 

Odjascnnq^ tnennt genns n^ foresaid mayor, aldermen, •«•!• 

tljure sive speciei^ modo et and burgesses of the bo^ ' 

^^...««» ^.^^4, ^iz^^^A ^^ ^^^ rough of Warwick afore- 
fonna proot aliquod id cor- «ri|, ,„d their successor*, 

pns corporate et poiiticu infra may htm for ever a com- 
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hoc rniim nrum Angf liere mon seal for the trans- 
pqairere recipere po8«idere S^SStt'^lt 
dare concedere assignare pti- the same mayor^ alder- 
tare et implitari respondere "?^?' ^^^ burgesses, a^d 

J • J r 1 1 ^°^^^ successors, the same 

et responden detendere etde- seal fiomtime to time at 
fendi possint et valeant ; et *l^eir pleasure to mrite, 

quod pdicf major aldri et fjiefnewo^^t'ast 
burgens'bargi Warwici pdict* them shall seem proper. 
et successor* sui fieant imper- 
petau coe Sigillum pro causis 
et negotijs suis et successo^i 
suo^ quibuscuDq>, agend' de- 
servitur', et quod bene liceat 
et licebit eisdui majori aldris 
et burgens' et successor suis 
sigillum hnfhoi ad libitum 
suu de tempore in tempus 
facere frangere et mutare et 
de novo facere prout eis me- 
lius fieri aut fore videbitur. 

Maw Mid 5. Et ulterius Volumus 5. And further we will, 

STn. - et perpseotes pro nobis he- :^^Co«?TeS%nd 
red* et successor' nris conce- successors, wegranttothe 
dimus pfat' majori aldris et aforesaid mayor, aiders 

1 » 1 • 'S' J- ^» ■ ™^°* and burgesses of the 

bUrgens burgl pdlCt et sue borough aforesaid, and to 

cessor* suis quod de cetero ^^^^^ successors, that for 

• 4_ - '^ ^ •. • t ever there shall be in the 

unperpetuu sit et ent in bur- i„^„gi, ^f^^^^?^ „„;^«f 

go pdict unus de magis pro- the more honest and dis- 

bioribus et discretioribus vi- crete men of that borough 

. , • -ii* • i» . *• who shall be from tune to 

ns burgl llhus m torma infe- time named, elected, and 

rius in his presentibus speci- ^^^^en, from the alder- 

£.w.4.« 3_ . _^ . ^ men of theborough afore- 

ficat de tempore in tempus said for the timeleing, in 
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ex atdris burgi pdict' pro tern- manner hereafter in these 

pore existen* noiancV eligend' ?^Sr£U^iJt^ JlS 
et constituend' qai erit et Mayor of the Borough, 
noiabif Major bnrri illius, et »^t^« f^^ <^f nr * ^^<f 

, , ,, "^ , °- . ' staff witbm the borough 
portabit album baculum mfira aforesaid, as hath been 

bnrgam pdict' proat antehac heretofore accustomed by 

•x -«.» r 'a • u • those who have been here- 

usitat fmt per majores burgi ^^^ ^^y„„ ^ ^^^ ^ 

pdict' qui temporibns retroac- rough aforesaid ; and that 

tis filer'; Quodq. sitit' imper- there shall be likewise for 

_ , • I* r ^^^^ withiD the same bo- 

petUU Sint et erunt infra bur- roughthirteenof themore 

gum itt tresdecim de magis **OBest and discrete men 
!-• -u ^ J* u.' 'L of the same borough to 

probionbos et discretioribus y^ f,^^ jj^^ j^^ti^^ 

Tins ejnsdem burgi in forma nominated, elected, and 

inferius in his presentibus f^cwen, in manner here- 

^ , mafter m these presents 

menc5nat de tempore in tem- mentioned, who nhall be 

pus noiand' eligend* et con- ^^ Aldermen of that 
stituend' qui erunt et nomi- 
nabunt' Aldn burgi illius. 

6. Etpro meliori execu£6n' 6. And for the better Msyor 

volantat\ et concession' nra& execution of our will and «««^«i. 

. - . ^^ grant, we do assign^ no- 

m nac parte assignam* noia- minate, constitute, and 
mus constituimus et facimus "^^^ our beloved £d, 

j.j, u* T?j~ TJ xu Heath, gent, to be by vir- 

ditcum nobis Edrum Heath ^^^ ^f these presents the 
gen* fore et esse virtute psen- first and modem mayor 
tiu primu et modemu Major* f *^^ ^?^°"S> aforesaid 

i_ • 's^j* ♦ • i» . '® continue m the said 

burgi pdict^ continuand in office until one of the al- 

eodm officio quousa unus al- Mermen of the same bo- 
j^ • J 1 • 1 ^ • rough shall be duly elect- 

dro^ ejusdem burgi ad et m ed, chosen, and sworn in- 

d2m officiumajor* burgi pdict* to the said office of mayor 

in forma inferius in his psen- ?^ *^^ ^""""l^^ aforesaid, 

Mx,MAMx»>M. «w^i«^ «uu»l#av.u^ m manner hereinafter m 
tibus men6bnat* debite elect* these presents mentioned, 

pfect* et' jurat* fuerit, si idem *^ ^^^ »«»^ Ed. Heath 
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Ed?n8 Heath tamdin vixerit, shall' so long lire (the 

eodera EdroHeath prestante rAri'J:^? :Silnd 
sacruTii suu corporale ad offic' ftiitbfully to execute the 
raaior' buriji pdict' beti^ et office of mayor of the bo- 

^j ,. *- '^ „ ,,i rough aforesaid, before 

fadehfexequend coram dllco our well beloved Thomas 
nobis ThbrriaNewshamanni- New^ham, esq. to whom 

gero.cui quidmThonieNew^ Tul^lS Ind aSSy 

ham pie nam potestaf et an- to administer the said 

thoritat* ad hihoi saciHim **^) 

dand' et administrand^ da^ 

mus et concedimiis per p- 

sentps. 
Nomina- J. Assignavimns etiatii no- 7. We' ht^e alio' ai- 
firttthir- iaviraus constftuimus et fe- ^^^^* namfed, doiist^*^ 

teen alder- . ^ . tuted, and made^ and by 

men. CimUai; ac per psentes as^lg- these preseiits do aSsigti, 

namus nominamus constitu- ^m** constitiite, and 

. „ ^ r • j'x !_• make our beloved Tho- 

im« et facimus ditcos nobis ^^^ Stratford, Edward 
Thomam Stratford EdPuih Ma\€peacte,J^nWfeltori, 
Makepeace Johem Welton ^^7^^ J^^°> J?^^ - 

r>A j» Tur-i T *. Hadley, Thomas Gibbs, 

Edmund Wilson Jotiem Aaron Rbgers, William 
Hadley Thomam Gibbs Aa- Carvei, the aforesaid Ed- 

■n T»r-ui ^ ward Heath, Stephen Ni- 

ron Rogers Witt am Carvei< cholls, Joseph Blissett, 
pfat' Edrum Heath Steplium Satriud Weale, 9(nd Dfe- 

NichoUs JDsephum BU«,ett :Xb7^::1^C ^ 
Samuel Weale et Devereux prfesents> the first and 
Whadcock gen' fore et esse modem Aldertoen of th^ 

, . ^ ,_ . borough aforesaid, each 

Virtute preseutiu primos et of whom respe<?tively 

modern* Aldros burgi pdictV shdleontinu^intheofficiB 

•Pfe-i. w A- ^. ^ of alderman of the bo- 

quo^ quillbt rtspective <Jon- rough aforesaidduringliU 

tinuabit in officio aldri bap- n^turalUfe^iAikssUesii*!! 
gi pdict^ dtiran' vita sua nftdi' ^ «» ** "^L^ **' 

"1 ^ ^ just cause from thence 

nisi interim abinde pro josta removed' (ever^ of them 
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Catisadebit^amot'flierit^qao- respectively taking ;;hii 

mteo^ respective prestante .^r^ tf exi ^SJ 

saeram SUU corporale ad offi- office of an alderman of 

da aldri burgi pdict' bene et the borough aforesaid, be- 

i«j ,. I? -s* fore the aforesaid Thomas 

hdelit^ exeqnend coram p- Newsham and WilUam 

fat'TllomaNewshametWitto Eades, clerk, or either of 

Eades ctico sive eoj. altero, f/rb^rpret^n^joiSty 

quibllS conjunctim et divisim and severally, full powet 

plenam potestat' et aulbori- *"^ authority to admim- 

f'^» J I- ~ • ~ • _x- ster the said oath to every 

tat ad numol (Sacrom Singtia one of the aforesaid first 

primis aldris pdict' respective aldermen) , and that eve- 
1 i» . 1 • • . j» J ry one of such aldermen 

dand et adraiuistrand da- ^^^y ^^^ pWe prece- 

1Q119 et concedimns per pre- dency and seniority as 

sentes : quoda quilt aldro* *«*? "« '"^'^ »° '•»"« 

^ T> T ^ r presents. 

heat locum precedentiam et 
senioritatem sicut noiat' in 
his presentibus. 

8. Ulterius eciam per p- 8. And we also further Agshtant 
sentes pro nobis heretf et give and grant by these B°n?esses. 

^, 'o. J presents, tor ourselves,our 

successor nns damns et con* beirs and successors, to 
cedimns pfat' majori aldris et *^e aforesaid mayor, al- 

1 »i_ •'^'J•^^ J.J dermen, and burgesses of 

burgeus burgl pdict qd de the borough aforesaid. 

cetero imperpetuii sint et fa- that for ever hereafiter 
erint infra burgu itt dnode- ^J^" -^ ^^ £^„^« 
elm alij de magis probiaribus twelve other of the more 

et discretioribus viris eras- honest and discreet men 
, ■ . . f. • r • of the same borough to be 

dem burgl m forma mfenus f^m time to time named, 
in his presentibus menconat' elected, and appointed, 

-1^ 4.^^ ^^ :^ 4-^^^»<. ^^^: in manner hereinafter in 

de tempore in tempus nomi- these presents mentioned. 

nand' eligend' et cotistitaend' whoshaUbecaUedA8n8t> 
qui erunt et nominabttnt'As- «»' Burgesses of the^- 

\ _^ I • A/ rough aforesaid ; and for 

sistentes Burgenses burgi p- thcbetterexecutionofour 
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Nomina- Jict*. Ac pfO mcliori CXCCU- will and, grant ift this be- 

^rsiij^ewe 66e Yolantatis et concession' Sr^l'T^^^'n^^^ 

assiitant ^ . . stitute, ana make our 

burgesses, nra^ in bac parte assigna- well belovedJohn Jervis, 
mus nominamus constitui- !5?;* ^5J^^^, Fsdkener, 

^ . J. ,. Richard Com by, Thomas 

mus et lacimus dllCOS nobis Watts, Thomas Hicks, 

JoHem Jervys sen' Hencum Charles Hicks, Thomas 
■« 11 Ti .^ /^ t rni_ Mander, Richard Hands, 

FalkenerRicumCombyTho- j,^,,,,^ j^^n Sayage,jun., 

mam Watts Thomam Hicks Edward Norton, Richard 

CaroluHicksTbomamMan- ^^^^^^ f"^ ^'^^""'^ 

n Ti-~ TT 1 • T Hands, mahster, to be, by 

der iiicum Jtlands pistor Jo- virtue of these presents, 

hem Savage lun'EdrumNor- ^^^ ^^^^ ^nd modem As- 

•n.^ tL^ , , T*.^ sistant Biireresses of the 

ton RlCUm Moody et RlCUm borough aforesaid, each of 

Hands brasiator fore et esse themtobeandcontinnein 

•^:«4'»4-^ ^^^r,^^4-:n •v«:.»i.^^ «♦ snch seniority, preceden- 

virtute presentm primos et a ^ ^ - j 

^ ^ ^ cy, and station as IS named 

modernos AssiSten' Burgens' in these presents, and that 

burgi pdict', et quemlibt eo& ^^^^ .^^, *^^^°^. ^^^}^ "^^^ 

t* . . !• * spectively contmue in the 

tore et contmuare m tali se- same office during his na- 

nioritate precederitia et sta- tural life, unless in the 

fKj X • u" ^'u mean time he shall be 

£oneqaat in his presentlbus thenceforth for just cause 

nominatur; quodq,, eo& qui- lawfully removed, every 

libt respective continuahit in »"'; «<" '^f "^ respectively 

'^ . , . taking their cor poraloaths 

eodem officio duran vita sua well and truly to execute 
nrali nisi interim abinde pro ^^^^ o^ce aforesaid be- 

j i_. , <, n fore the aforesiid Edward 

justa causa debit amot fue- Heath and Thomas New- 
rit, quolibt eoA per se re- sham, or one of them, to 

spectiveprestaute sacrum 8UU :^^^'^^ give and grant 

1 1 /r* •- 's- T » by these presents full pow- 

corporale ad oniciu SUU pdict' er and authority, jointly 

bene et fidelit' exeqnend' co- ^^^ severally, to admi- 

r ' T?j~ TLT u nister such oath to each 

ram pretat Jl.dro Heath et of the aforesaid assistant 

Thoma Newsham sive eo^ burgesses respectively. 

alter*, qnibus conjnnctim et 
divisim plenam potestat' et 
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authoritat* ad hfiioi sacrum 
singulis primis assisten* bur- 
gens* pdict' respective dand* 
et administrand* damns et 
^oncedimus per presentes. 

9.^Ac ulterins Volumus ac g. ^nd we further wiU, Recorder, 
per psentes pro nobis here- and by these presents^ for 

dibus et successor' nris con- ^""-^l^^*' ^^^ ^f^ a^d 

. .»!.-. successors, grant to the 

cedims pjat major aidns et aforesaid mayor, alder- 

burgens' burgi pdict' et sue- ™^"' *"^ burgesses of 

, • J . . . the borouEfh aforesaid, 

cessor SUIS quod ipsi et sue- and to their successors, 

cessores sui de cetero imper- that they and their sue- 
petnu fteant et'fcebont infra :rb3^t:Sl!i£! 

burgum pdicf unu discretU in the borough aforesaid, 

et idoneu virum qui erit et * ?**^^^'^, \°^ ^* P^"^!* 

, . „ J - who shall be and shaU 

nommabitur Kecordator bur- be called Recorder of the 

gi pdict', et continuabit in borough aforesaid, and 
a* » •«. J » .. *v 1. shall continue in that of- 

offic itt duran vita sua nrali, ^^ j^^ng his natural 
et exerceat et exereere valeat life, and shall and may 
officiu pdict' per se vel per exercise the office afore- 
J \ lY! • » ***" "Y himself or by his 

deputat SUU sumcien ; et U- sufficient deputy; and one 

num virum in lesibus Anrf "*»" skilled in the laws Town 
j.^, . . f . V V, o^England, who shall be Clwk.; 

erudit qui ent et nommabit^ ^^^ s^^, ^e caUed Com- 

Cois Cticus burgi pdict', qui mon Clerk of theborough 

constituetur et nominabitur aforesaid, who shall be 

named and appointed by 
per recordator burgi pdict the Recorder of the bo- 
pro tempore existen', et ex- ^^^^^ aforesaid for the 

,. rrx — - I time being, and shall ex- 

erceblt Otticm SUU per se vel ercise his office by himself 

deputat' SUU sufficien', et con- or his sufficient deputy^ 

tinuabit in offic' itt^ quamdiu rffitf^Zf^irsS 

recordator burgi pdict* pro please the recorder of the 

tempore existen' placuerit. borough aforesaid for the 
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Fuike Lord Et DFo Hielior' exccucon' vo- 

Brookefirst '^ . , ^. . 

recorder, luntat ct conccssioii nfi m 
hac parte assignavim* noiavi- 
mus constitnimus et fecimus 
acperpsentes assignamus do- 
minamus constituiraas et fa* 
cimus pditcm nobis Fulcon' 
Dnum Brooke fore et esse 
primu et modern u Recorda- 
tor' burgi pdict', eodem Dno 
Brooke prestante sacrm suu 
corporale ad officiu ilhid bene 
et fidelit' exequend' coram 
pfat' Edro Peath vel alio 
majore burgi pdict' pro tem- 
pore existen', quibus respec- 
tive plenam potestat' et au- 

Thomas thoritdt' ad hinoi sacrm dand' 

Newsham 

first town ^t ministrand damns et con- 

clerk. 

cedimus per presentes. As- 
signavimns etiam nominavi- 
mus constituim* et fecimu8 
ac per psentes assignamvs 
nominamas constitnimus et 
facimus pfat' Thomam Nf.w- 
sham fore et esse vigore p- 
sentiil primu et modernu 
Coem Cticura burgi pdict' 
duran' beneplito recordatpr 
pdict*, eodem Thoma News- 
hani exercen' officii! auii p- 
diet' per se vel per deputat' 



time being ; and for the 
better execution of our 
will and grant in thi8 be- 
half we have assignied^ no- 
minated, constituted, apd 
made, and by these pre- 
sents do assign, nomi-. 
nate, constitute, and make 
our beloved Fulke Lord 
Brooke to be the first and 
modern recorder of the 
borough aforesaid, the 
same Lord Brooke taking 
his corporal oath well and 
tiuly to execute such of- 
fice before the aforesaid 
Edward Heath, or any 
other mayor of the bo- 
rough aforesaid for the 
time being, to whom re- 
spectively we give and 
grant by these presents 
ftill power and authority 
to give and administer 
such oath : We have also 
assigned, named, consti- 
tuted, and made, and by 
these presents do assign, 
name, constitute^ and 
make the aforesaid Tho- 
mas Newsham to be, by 
virtue of these presents^ 
the first and modern com- 
mon clerk of the borough 
aforesaid during the plea* 
sure of the recorder a3fore- 
said, the same Thomas 
Newsham exercising his 
aforesaid office by himself 
or his sufficient deputy, 
and both of them taking 
their corporal oath well 
and truly to execute such 
offices respectively before 
the aforesaid Edward 
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rao sufficien', et utroq^ eoi Heath or the senior al- 

^ ^ ^ « ^ i' derman of the borough 

pstante sacfrim snu corporale afore«id,towhon..jolnt. 

ad offic' itt respective bene ly and severally, we give 

et fidelit' exequend' coram p^ "^^ gf *,f ^^ these pre- 

, TTv 1 •• ^^"t^ *"^* power and au- 

fat Edro Heath vel seniori thority to give and admi* 

aldro burgi pdict', quibus pie- nistcr such oath. 

nam potestatem et authori- 

tat' ad hmoi sacra dand' et 

administrand' conjunctim et 

divisim damns et concedimus 

per psentes. 

10. Acvolentes pdict'cor- 10. And willing that 

poa corponif ppetuam here ^^J^Z^, ^^ ^I 
duration' Nos pro meliori con- pctual duration, we, for 
tinnacon eiusdm eteainten- the better continuation ot 

,'' , J the same, and to the in- 

66ue quod major recordator ^^t ti^^t the mayor, re- 

aldri assisten' burgenseg de- corder, aldermen, assist- 

putaf recopdator et cois di- ^l^^^r't^Zl^i 
cus burgi pdict' respective of the borough aforesaid 
teant de tempore in tempus ^^3^ ^J^ve respeaivel|, 

quando opus fuerit idoneos successors, as often as 

successor , de ampUor' graura may be necessary, of our 
^ ,. ^ -^ • ^4. more ample and special 

spiah ac ex certa sciencia et ^^^^^^ ^^§ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^. 
mero niotu nris pro nobis he- tain Knowledge and mere 
red' et successor' nris per pre- ?^^*i^«' ^^; ^''"l^l^^ 

^ J* ^eirs, and successors we 

sentes volumus et concedi- by these presents wiU 
muspfafmaiorialdrisetbur- and grant to the afore- 

f, 1 • -N-j* ^> J. said mayor, aldermen, and 

gensibus burgi pdlCt et sue- burgesses of the borough 

cessor' suis quod pdict* Edr as aforesaid, and their sue* 
TT M-u £L -J* ^4 ^^w^4.:w;«»mrA cessors, that the aforesaid 

Heath fuent et cantinaave- ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^1, ^ 
rit Major burgi pdict' usq^ and continue mayor of 
festum Omniu Sancto^ prox- tlieborough aforesaidun- 
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im* sequen' daf presentiu et til the feast of All Saints 

1*1 ij~ .. next following the date 

abmde, quousq, unus aldroji „; t^^,, p J^^^, ^j 

ejusdem burgi ad diet* offic' thenceforward until one 

major' burgi pdict' debite e- "^ *^f "We^e" «f *e 

•' or same borougb sball nave 

lect'pfect'et jurat' fiierit si Ip- been duly elected, chosen, 

se tam diu vixerit^ nisi inrim ^^ s^om into the afore- 

1* i.r^. ^« said office of mayor of the 

. proahquahttiraacausaamot borough aforesaid, if he 
fiierit ; quodq^ bene liceat et shall so long live, unless 
licebit majori aldris et assi- jn the mean time he shaU 

•^ , have been removed for 

Sten burgens' burgi pdict' pro any lawful cause ; and 

25^™/n''* tempore existen* vel majori that it shall and may be 

aiaermen, ^ ^ •/ lawful for the mayor, al- 

ant b"" P^^* ^^? annuatim et quoit dermen, and assistant 

gessesto auno de cetero imppm in burgesses of the borough 

asiembleat ^_ c~: Tkyr • *,• *.• ' • aforesaid for the time be- 

the fthire festo ociMicnis arcKi, nisi ac- • „ ^^ .1 ^ ^„. ^ ^„ . ^r 

hall yearly . , , _ , . . ^^S» ^^ the major part oi 

atmichael- cidcnt festu itt fore diem dni- them, annually and every 

^'^tf cam et tunc die proxim' se- y- f- f^ "/r^ 

and alder- , . , r .- • ^» i. '^P^" the feast of St. Mi- 

men to no- queu ICim restu,int boras no- chael the Archangel, un- 

Sdeme?'' Dam ante meridiem et duo- less such feast shall have 

before and j^^:^«^ :« ^^^lAl^ ^:,.^A^^ happenedupon a Sunday, 

in the pre- decimam m meridie ejusdem and then upon the day 
bureeSses*** ^^^^ ^^ magna aula infra bur- next following the same, 
at large for guinSdict'vocat7e5Airefla// fe»«t, between the hours 

tbeirelec- or of nme m the morning 

m»"of &r ^^^ aliquo ai loco COnvenien' and twelve in mid-day of 

"*^'''' ''' infra burgum pdict per mai or' the same day, in the great 

1 • ^ >• . > ^ hall within the boroueh 

burgi pdict pro tempore ex- aforesaid called the Shire 

isten' aut in ejus defectu tunc Hall, or any other conve- 
per aldros bnrgi pdict' ant ^^l S^t*"^ t 
majorem partem eo^dem as- fixed upon by the mayor 
sienand' convenire et assem- ?^*\^ borough aforesaid 

^^ , ' . - for the time being, or on 

blare, super qu major et al- his default then by the 

dri b^rgi pdict' ad tunc et ibm aldermen of the borough 
«N« _ » I • ^1 aforesaid, or the maior 

psen vel major pars eo^, yel ^^ „f t^^m, to meet and 
iu absencia major* tunc major assemble -. wherenpon the 
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pars aldro& bargi pdict* sic mayor and aldermen of 

assemblat* existen' noiahiint *^® borough aforesaid 
assemojat exisien , noiaount ^^^^ ^^^ ^y^^^^ present, 

et assignabunt in psencia om- or the majorpart of them, 
niu burgens* bum pdict' ad- ^"^ ^^ the absence of the 

^ 1 1 f 1 1 mayor, then the major 

tunc assemblat duos de tunc part of the aldermen of 

aldri bargi pdict' quo& neuter t^e borough aforesaid, 

x» £. 'a. ax •- ' » being so assembled, fot 

execut^ foent ofhciu major the time being shall no- 

burgi pdicf infra duos annos miuateaudassign,inpre- 

antetunc, alt' psent' fore can- 'f^^ ""l all the burgesses 

A'a\^ ij~ -j- .' a: ' of t^e borough aforesaid 

dldat aldros pro pdict othc then assembled, two of 

major' burgi pdict' ; et SU- *^e '^e° aldermen of the 
.J » I » 1 • boroufirh aforesaid, nei- 

pinde omn bnrgens burgi ther of whom shaU have 
pdict* adtuncetibuipsen' pre- executed the office of 
ter major et aldros ejusdem Ty""" .f 'he borough 

, •^ . •' aforesaid withm two 

burgi vel major pars eoj^ no- years then last past, to be 

minabunt et eligent unu de candidate aldermen for 
. , !• 1 f 1 i~« r ^"^ aforesaid office of 

eisdem candidat aldns fore ^ayor of the borough 

et esse pficiend' in offic' aforesaid j and thereupon 

major* burgi pdict' in fe«t' ZX^-:^Z:'£ 

Omn' Sanctojl tunc pxim' se- and there present, except 

quen', que (inidem persona ^\^ ^^y^"" ^"^^ aldermen 

• 1 * /T? •- • » 1 • ^* ^'^^ same borough, or 

Sic elect Othciu major burgi the major part of them, 

pdict' in eodem festo super shall nominate and elect 

.... ~ - one of the same aldermen 

se SUSCipiet et sacrumsuucpr- eandidates to be and to be 

porale ad officiu major' bur- installed in the office of 
gi pdict' bene et fidelif exe- f^J°\f t»'e borough a- 

1* 'V. 1 • foresaid upon the feast 

quend pstabit coram tunc of All Saints then next 

major' et recordator' burgi following,whichsaidper- 

^ ,. . 1 - J ^ ^» son so elected shall take 

pdict vel ejus deputat ac se- „pon himself the office of 

nior'. aldro in burgo pdict' mayor of the borough t^ 

tunc residen' pro tempore ex- ^T^^iTJ* T^ '""*' 

^ ^ ^ and shall take his corpo^ 

isteu' vel eo^ aliqu', quibus ral oath well and faith- 
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conjunctim etdivisim plenam fuBy to execute the office 

potestat' et authoritat' ad i3^°ffS:ttThS 
hmoi sacrament' admini* mayor and recorderof the 
strand' damns et coiicedimns b^^rough aforesaid, or his 

^ • • 1 !• deputy and the senior al-' 

per psentes, nisi ob ahquam derman for the time be- 

S^ialem causam per major' ing then resident in the 

et aldros burgi pdict' vel S"of th^tf wit 

major' part' eo&dem appro- jointly and severally, we 

band' impedit' fuerit, et in ^^^^ and grant by these 

.. '^ . presents full power and 

tall casu tunc Statim post authority to give and ad- 

hihoi cans' amof pstabit sa- minister such oath, un* 
.» - 1 J less he shall be prievented 

crainent suu corpomle ^A ^^^^^^^^^^J^^^^^^^ 

officiu major burgi pdict' be- approved by the mayor 

ne et fidelity exequend' in ^^^ aldermen of the bo- 

^ <v, 1. , . .J. rough aforesaid, or the 

forma pdict ; qui quidm can- major part of them> and 

didat* aldrus sic nominat' e- ^^ s»ch case, then imme- 

1 ^»'^•^• » .• .»• /»••- diatcly after such impedi- 

lect pfect et jurat in officiu ment is removed, he shaU 
major' burgi illius erit major take his corporal oath 
bnrgi^ illius a tempore sacra- itte'ricSlyo; 

ment' Sui prestiti USq^ ad et of the borough aforesaid, 

in festU Omniu SanctO& ex- in form aforesaid, which 
. . _ , r . said candidate alderman 

tunc proxirau sequen .si ipse so named, elected, chosen, 

tapdiu vixerit vel littimo mo- and sworn into the office 

do non amof faerft, etabinde IT C ^'a* 'J '^f"^" 
quousq^ unus alius de ald^is borough from the time of 
burgi pdict' in forma Bdict' ^^* ^***^ ^ *^^^^ «^*}[ 

1 » 'W' » • »r • • and unto the feast of All 
elect ptect et jurat tuent in Saints then next foUow- 

ofiiciii illud. '^^E* i^ he shall so long 

live and shall not be re- 
moved for any lawful 
cause, and thenceforth 
until another of the al- 
dermen of the borough 
aforesaid shall be in 
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form afuresaid elected, 
cbosea, and sworn into 
. ^ that office. 

1 1 . £t nlterinS VolnmUS ac 1 1 . And furtber we New mayor 

per psentes pro nobis heredi- ^^' »»d ^y **^5«^ p'^- ierl^'witw; 

L„ . » -. ^^^> ^^^ ourselves, our eight days, 

uOa €t successor nriS COnce- heirs and successors, we on death or 

dimns q aod qubties et qaan- g^^^^> ^^^^ «> often and ^^^ovtxi -, 

i ' J '^ • whenever it shall happen 

docunq, accident majorem ^^^^ j^e mayor of the bo- 
burgi pdict^ obire infra annu rough aforesaid shall die 
majorat' sui' vel offic' illius *'*^" *»'« ^^^ ?f J^« 

. ^ , 1 1 <* mayoralty, or shall be- 

iQcapacem devenire vel ab of- come incapable of dis- 
ficio illo amotii esse (quern charging Ws office, or 

.J. • , ^ shall be removed from his 

quidm major pro tempore office, which said mayor 
existen' se in officio illo non for the time bein^, for im- 

bene geren' aut infra burgu r^' ^,^^^^* '"^ ^^ °^- 

^ ^ ^o ^ ^ o nee, or for non-residence 

pdlCt' non inllitantem amo- within the borough afore- ' 

bilem esse volumas per akiros ^^^* T? ^] ^.^ ^* 

I. • ~j« ^ moveable by the aldermen 

burgl pdlCtr pro tempore ex- of the borough aforesaid 

istetf vel major* part' eo»- for the time being, or 
dem), vel si accident aliqnem Si^ifTatJP'Tal or r^ 

aldro^ bnrgi pdict' in officiu any of the aldermen of to act. 

major* burgi pdict* debite e- the borough aforesaid dn- 

, , ^Y» • .11 1 1 V elected into the office 

lect otncm illnd recusarevel of mayor of the borough 
inde incapaceui de venire vei aforesaidshall refuse such 

t • . ic •- Ml J office, oi shall become in- 

obire antequam officiu illud ^^p^ble or die before he 

in se SUSCeperit, quod tunc shall have taken upon 

et tocies tinus alius de aldfis himself such office, that 

% . ^.j. , . /Y! . • » then and so often another 

burgl pdlCt m Olfacm major ofthe aldermen of thebo- 

bnrgi illius nominabif eliget' ^^^S^ aforesaid shall b« 

^ «5> • ^, • !• • named, elected, and in- 

et pficief m aliquo conveni- ,4^,^^ i^^^ j^e office of 
en* tempore non exceden' oc- mayor of that borough, 

to dies post tfem obit' amo- " f""'' conyemeBt tim? 
, , '^ , ^ not exceeding eight days 

f&n incapadtat vel recusa- aft^ such death, removal, 

d 
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tion', que quidem nominatio incapacity, or refusal, 
ct electio fiet in talibus modo ^telecdon Stt 

et form' qualibus in bis pre- such manner and form as 

. SentibllS nominacb et eleCCO is appointed by these pre, 

,- • 'wj. , . sents for the nomination 

major burgl pdlCt COnstltU- and election of mayor of 

tur ; qui quidm major sic e- the borough aforesaid, 

1 . J ^ - ' 11 which said mayor so e- 

lect sacrum suu corporale ad ^^^.^ ^^^,i ,^^.1 y, cor- 

officiu major' burgi pdict' poralonth well and faith- 

bene et fidelif exequend' p- ^""y '° ^'^S"?* *"[»« "^"l 

^ *^ of mayor of the borough 

Stablt coram recordator' bur- aforesaid before the re- 

gi pdict' sive ejus deputat' et border of the borough a- 

. , »j*^ / t '^' ^* ^> foresaid, or bis deputy, 

senior' aldro ni burgo pdict ^„d jhe senior aldeman 

tunc existen' et residen' sive of the borough aforesaid 

eox aliqu', quibus conjunc- f*"" '^^^ time then being 
.*.?... I and there resident, or ei- 

tim et divisim plenain potes- ther of them, to whom, 
tat' et authoritat' ad humoi Jointly and severally, we 

. . 1 . • . i> 1 give and grant full power 

sacrament admmistrand da^ and authority to adminis- 
mus et concedimus ; qui qui- ter such oath, which said 

flPTYi mnior qiV plprt' nfprt' pf ^^y^^ ^^ elected, chosen, 

Clem major sic elect ptect et ^^^ swom shall continue 
jurat' continuabit in dco . offi- in his office until and unto 
cio usa ad et in festu Omniu *^^ ^^*^^ °/,^" .^^^^ 

^ ^^ , _ , then next following, if 

S^ancto^ tunc proximusequen he shall so long live, and 
si tam diu vixerit et non sit be not from thence law- 

1 • J I'r.* .» fully removed. 

abmde littime amot . ' ^ 

AWcrmcn 12. Et ulterius volumus ac 12. And further we 

up within per presentes pro nobis hered' ^^^' *"^^ ^^ *H^^^ P""^" 

eight days .^ jt , \,. j. sents, for ourselves, our 

of any va- et SUCCCSSOr nriS concedimus heirs and successors, we 

''*'''^" prefat' majori aldris et bur- gra«t *« the aforesaid 

•1 1 • '^«J• ^» ^ mayor,alderraen.andbur- 

gensibus burgi pdict et sue- ^J^ ^f the borough a- 

cessoribas suis quod quoti^S foresaid, and their sue- 

ct quandocunq, contigerit ali- '^'°^'' *f .^' fTu""^ 

A -1 i~- whensoever it shall hap- 

quem vel uliquos de aldris pen that any one or mor^ 
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blirgi pdlCt'obire Vel ab offi- oftheoWermcnof tlicbo* 

do iUo aut ab officij. illis de- rb^/^^^I-t^il" 

bite amotum aut amotOS fore their or either of their ot- 

aut aliter deficere de pdict* ^^^^ f ^^V'^ shaU other- 

J • I j~ L ^^^^ "^ * failure of the a- 

QUmerotresdeCtmaldrO^bur- foresaid number of thir- 

gi pdict' (quos quidem aldros teen aldermen of the bo- 

. L- 1" 11* rough aforesaid, which 

et eo^ ahquem Vel »liquos said aldermen, or any or 

pro tempore existen' se in nffi- eitheroftheni,forthetimc 
cio illo vel in oflficijs illis non ^«'°S ^"^ improper con- 

, •* duct in their or either of 

bene geren ant gerentes aut their offices, or for non- 
infra burgu pdict* non liitan- residence within the bo- 

1 a^.^ ^ 1 .1 ^ rough aforesaid, we will 

tem vel hitautes amobilem et ^ be removeable by the 
amobiles esse volumus per mayor and the rest of the 
major' et ceteros aldros bnrgi fWermen for the timebe^ 

^ y ^ , ^ o mg, or the major part or 

pdict' pro tempore existen' vel them, that then and so 
maior' partem eorundem) often it shall and may be 

•^j * . , |. lawful for the mayor and 

quod tunc et toties bene liceat the rest of the aldermen 

et licebit majori et ceteris al- for the time being of the 

dris bnrgi pdict' pro tempore S^^^rtrtf Si^^^^^^^ 
existen' vel majori parti eo- time to time, as often as 
rundem de tempore in tempus ^^« ^*^^ ^^^}^ happen, up- 

- . ... * on due notice and sum- 

quando casus sic accident SU- monstosuch alderman, by 

per debit' notic' et sumonicon' the mayor of the borough 

.1 1 i~. • » u aforesaid for the time 

eisdem aldris per major bur- ^.^^^ ^^ ^^ ^.^ ^^^^^t^^ 

gi pdict' pro tempore existen' given in some conveni- 

ant per ejus mandat' dat' in «?', *"^« "" exceeding 

-i *^ ^ , ^ eight days atter such 

ahqu convenien tempore,non death, removal, or seces- 

exceden' OCtO dies post tat O- sion, to meet and assem- 
, . ^ ^ ♦ 1 • » ble in a certain hall tvith- 

bituamocon vel cession ,con- j^ j^e borough aforesaid 
venire et assemblare in qna- commonly called the 
dam anla infra bnrgnm pdict' STentrji^Lr^iSfn 

VOCat' le C&urt^house aut all- theboronghaforesaid.and 
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quo ai loco convenien* infra •h^* *^ name and elect 
1^ - ^J. .» , .1 .4. . one or more, as the case 

burgu pdict et ibidm nomi- ^^y^ t^^^ ^^j.^^ „f t^^ 
nare et eligere unu vel .plnres more honest *ai. diseietfc 
prout casus tunc postulabit l>f g^""^" of the borough 

\ . 1 . M |. aforesaid, who shall have 

de magis probionbus et disk then Itihabifjediii that bo* 
cretiorib} bnrfferis' biii-gi p- rough for the space of 

,., , , , Ml three years, into the place 

diet qui m burgo lUo tunc ^v places pf such alder- 

inhabitaver' per spaciQ triu ini*n or aldermen of the 

annoj, in IcK^m sive loco.^^-:^ltZTuX 
tiis vel ttm aldri vel alc^Q^ afotesaidnumberof tfair*' 
barei pdict' sic mortui vel teen aldermen of the bor 

*^ * • 1 rouffh aforesaid : and that 

mortUO^ aut 'amotl vel aniUr ever^ person soMmedanA 

toa ad 8upplend' pdict' nnme* elected, upon due notice, 

rnni trP^dprim aldrofc hiil-iri ^^**^ thencefortb accept 

pdict', et qd quitt psooa ate aldermen of the bonHi|^ 
nominal' et elect' super de- aforesaid, aud shall take 

_ . , . . . , * . ^ his corporal oath well and 

bit noticiam mde accipjet ot- faithftiilly to execute th* 
ficiu untts aldro& burpfi pdict' oflBce of alderman of th^ 

^ 1 .^ £ - borough aforesaid before 

ac prestablt sacrum SW cor^ ^^e mayor and recorder 

porale ad officiu aldri burgi of the hofrough afonsaid, 

Bdief bene et fideliter e»e- or his deputy.ior the time 

* , being, or either of them^ 

^ueud coram majore.et re- to whom, jointly otwve* 
cordatore burgi pdict' siye ^aUy, we give and grant 

^ , ^, - • hy these presents full 

4eputat 8UU pro tempore ex- pj^, atid authority Vo 
isten' sea eo& aliquo, quilw^ «droinitter such oMJi .tQ 
conjunctim etdivisim plejjam «»«=»» alderm»n so ^ected 

^ s . » 1 I ^ aforesaid, which Said 

poteatat et autbontat ad bu^ aldet-man so elected 1^ 
moi sacrum cuilbt aldro sic ^^'^orn shall continue in 

, - , L . . ^ 1, -1 . ^ the same office of alder- 

elect administrand damuset manoftheboroughafot^. 
Coacedimus per. pre^efltes; «aid durii^ hiy nutwRd 

qui quidm aWns sic d^ et i^:^^^ tetlyM^ 
jurat^ contiuuabit in eodeia itoved &di& thente for 

just cause. > 
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offic' aldit btirgi ^ict* iliiran* 
vita sua nrali nisi intrim $i>- 
isde pro . josta causa debte 
amot* fuerit. 

13. Etulteriusvoluniusac 13. And further weAMittant 
p psetites pro nobis hered' et ^^"' »5^ ^7 ^^^^^ P'-e- ^K*"ne«t 

* » ~. J. sents, for ourselves, our rLu-^-"* 

8UCCl>8SQr nriS COncedimUS heirs and Succeteors, W« m^or and 

pfat' inajori aldf is el burgf n- &>•&»' to the aforesaid "idemeu, 

Sibus liHi-iri »Hic-t* et nacce^^ mayor,aldermeii,andbur- 
Siuus DHlgl pnict et saccf?3- gesses of the borough a- 

ppr suisi|aodc|notiesetquan* foresaid, and their 8UC- 

docnna coiltlfferit alicmem cessors, that so often and 
I ,/' J ^ , ," whensoever It shall hap- 

vel aliquos de assisfen bur'- pen that any one or mow ' 

gens' burgi pdiet' objns vel of the assistant burgesses 

u iX. • 11 J J _*iof the boiough aforesaid 

ab officio lllo decedt>re vel .hall die or secede from Hi. 

noo.intiitare iufra bargu pr office,oriu>tinhabitwitbiq 
diet' vel pro aliqna alia litti- *« ^^''^1^ aforesaid, or 

^ 1 , for any other lawful cause 

ipa causa auioveri quod tuuc he removed, that then and 
et toties bene liceat et lice- so often it shall and may 

1 », .vr .» • . 1 i~- 1 be lawful for the afore- 

- ; ?. "*^''^" ^^ . , ^«^^ °^*^y°^ *"^ aWermen 

gi pdict' p tempore existcn* of the borough aforesaid 
vp] maiori narti poxd^m hA for the time being, or the 

vei majori parti eo^oem W ^^^j^^ p^^^ ^^ ^g^^^ i^ 

aliquod COUVeilieu" teoipus, any convenient time qc4 

non exceden' OCtO dies post exceeding eight days af- 
^ - . , • » 1 ter such death, secession, 

tlem obit cession vei aroo- or removal, to meet attd 

€&n, convenire et assemblare assemblewithin theCourt 

infra Ip Crurt hou^P odict' ""^"^^ aforesaid, or any 

mrra le i.(uri nouse poict ^^^^^ convenient place 
ant aliqu* at conveuien*^ loco withm thefoorough afore-' 
infra burgu pdict' et ibra uo^ '^^f *"^ *^^^^ '^ ^"^ 

° '^ and elect one or more, as 

mmare et ehgere uuu vei the case shall then re- 

plures prout casus tunc pos- q"i''e> of the more honest 
r i v-«. J • !• -r and discrete burgesses of 

tulabit de magis probiojibus ^i,^ \^roxxg\, aforesaid, 
et discretioribusburgens'bur- who shcdl hx^ inhtibited 
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ffi pdict' qui in burgo pdict' in the borough aforesaid 
r - . 9 .- ^ .- for the space of three 

mhitaver per spaciu tnu an- ^^^^^^ .^^^ ^y^^ ^^^^^ ^^ 

noi in locum sive locos His places of such assistant 

vel tJinm assisten' burgensis ^""'S^' J "f '*'*"* *"^- 

, . . gessessodeadorj'emovedj 

vel assisten burgensiu 8*IC and that every person so 

mortui vel mortuox amoti vel T^^^d and elected, upon 

a. ife^ ^^6 notice, shall thence- 

amoto^, et qd quelfet per^ f^^.^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ office of 

sona sic nominat* et elect* one of the assistant bur- 

super debit; uoticiam inde ac- E«f ^^"^^^^.^ 

cipiet officiu uniUS assisten' his corporal oath well and 

burdens' burffi pdict« ac pre- faithfully to execute the 

° ^ - 1 office of assistant burgess 

stabit sacrum suu corporaie ^f the borough aforesaid 

ad officiu assisten' burgens' before the mayor and re* 

burgi pdicf bene et fideliter ^tly / o/ SH t ? 
exequend' coram majore et for the time being, or ci- 
recordatore burgi pdict' sive ^^f^ ,of ^^f^> *« ,Y^«^' 

, - ^ *^ * jomtly and severally, we 

deputat suo pro tempore ex- gj^g and grant by these 

isten' vel eoi aliqu', quibus presents full power and 

' . !• • • -^1^ authority to administer 

conjunctim et divisim pie- ^^^^ ^J^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^j^^: 

nam potestat' et authoritat' ant burgess so elected a$ 

ad huihoi sacrament' cuitt as- aforesaid, which said as- 

> • 1 > J SI Stan t burgess so elected 
SlSten burgens sic elect ad- and sworn shall conHnue 

ministrand' p psentes damns ia the same office of as- 

1 . » .J. sistant bureress of the bo- 

et concedimus; qoi quidm ^^^^^ aforesaid during 
assisten' burgens' sic elect' et his natural life, unless in 
jnrat' continnabit in .odm £« ^^^J'Z^Jt 
officio assisten burgens bur^ manner aforesaid, 
gi pdicf duran' vit' sua nrali 
nisi interim abinde in forma 
pdict' amot' fiierit. 

14. Ac ulterius volumus .,\^- ^^^ ^"^^^^^ Z^ 

'VI* > £c • will, that so often as the 
quod quoties pdlCt otncm aforesaid officeof recorded 
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recordator' burgi pdict' per of the borough aforesaid Recordef 
mortem vel aliter vacare con- £"",i^rnr*^l' ''''?°* ^^o«o by 

tlgent, qd tunc et toties bene that then and so often it aldetmeB. ' 

liceat majori et aldris burri ^^Y ^^ ^^^^"^ *°^ **^« 

*s,j- ^, . ° mayor and aldermen of 

pdict pro tempore existen' the borough aforesaid for 
vel majori parti eof, de tem- t^^ tinie beings or the 

pore in tempos quando casus ^rLt^re'/Te 
sic accident super debit°^ no- case shall so happen, up* 

tic'et SUmonicon eisdm al- on^iue notice or summons 
j^. • , 1 . ^ ,. , given to such alderman 

dris per major burgi pdict by the mayor of the bo^ 
pro tempore existen* aut per ''P^g^ aforesaid for the 

. J ,, timebeiner, orbvhis pre- 

ejus preceptum dat' conye- ^ept, to m^t and assL- 
nire et assemblare in pdict' ble in the aforesaid hall 
aut vocat' le Court-house aut '=»"•''' the Court House, 

,. !• 1 • f ^^ *"y other convenient 

ahquo alio loco convenien place within ihe borough 

infra burgum pdict' et ibm aforesaid, and there to 

^1. - 1 name and elect another 

nommaxp et ellgere una at discrete and proper man 

discretu et idoneu virum fore to be reporder of the bo- 
recordator' burgi pdict', con- '■'?"S|' "foresaid, to conti: 

^ r 5^ nue m such office during 

tmuand' in eodem Otnc du- his naturallife, unless for 

ran' vita sua nrali nisi pro any lawful cause he shall 

,, ... , be removed, which said 

aliqua httima causa amot recorder so named and 

ftierit ; qui qnidm recordator elected shall take his cor- 

«:« ^^^^: 4.' ^4. ^l^^i-* 5c«4.^u:4. poral oath well and faith- 

Sicnommat et elect pstablt fully to execute that office 

sacFm suu corporate ad offi- before the mayor of the 

ciu illud bene et fideliterex- borough aforesaid for the 

-, . , . time being, to whom we 

equend coram majors burgi grant full power and au- 

pdict' pro tempore existen', thority to administer such 
1 ', ^ J. ^9 A. ^1- oath : and the said re- 

cui plen potestat et autho- ^^j^', „^y ^„d .^all ex- 
ritat' ad liumoi sacrum mi- ercise bis office aforesaid 

nistrand'concedimus; et die- either by himself or by his 

sufficient deputy. 

tus recordator exerceat et ex- 
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ercebit officiQsuiipdict'per se 
vel per depntat*suu sufficien\ 
i>t!Mityre- 16. Damu8 etiatn et per 15; Also we give, aiid 

ainaiostiM. successor' nris concedimua cessors, we grant to th« 
Sfet' majori aldris et btargeli- •fo«'e»«W mayor, «W«- 

* t • »%* !• > men, and burgesses of the 
Slbus burgl pdlCt et SUCCes- borough aforesaid, and 

SOribas suis quod quiit depu- their successors, that ere- 
-^» 1. 1 •'^'i'*x ry deputy recorder of the 

tat recordator biirgi pdict et b^orough aforesaid and 
comunia dticus burgi ^ict' town ckrk of the borough 
per recordator' burgi illins •'^"^ I"*!;*^'. ***»^ 

* • i> »• named and elected by the 

imposterii nommand et eh- recorder of such borough^ 

gend' ac qailibt deputat' hu- «<i «^««7 d^P«ty of wk 
X» • \^* \' " il -^ • 1^ town clerk, by such de- 

moi COlS ctlCl per humoi d6- p^^y recorder or town 

putat' recordator' vel coein clerk hereafter to be 

dicutn impostera nominand' p^i^KJeK^Slu: 
prestabit sacrum snu corpo- ftiily to execute such re- 
rale ad offic* humoi respective sp^'^^ ^*^^« before the 

- nil* j> mayor and recorder of the 

bene et fadehter excquend borough aforesaid for the 
coram majore et recordatore time being* or eith«r ot 

V • ~j' ^' 'a. ^„ them, to whom, joiatly 

burgl pdict pro tempore ex- ands;veraUv,wegiyean5 

isten' Tel eo& alter, qnibus grant by tnese presents 

coniunctim et divisim pie- f»U power and wtbwtT 
*' - f to admmister such oath« 

nam potestat' et autfabritat 
ad hafiloi sacrm ministrand* 
damus et concedimus per 
psentes. 

16. Et ulterius volumus 16. And further we 
ac per psentes pro nobis he- ^^^'t ^i^^Z 

redibus et SUCCessoribus nris heirs and successors, we 

concedimus pfaf major' al- «^°* *f^ ^^ aforesaid 

,1 • -s^j- .» mayor,aidermen,andbur- 

dris et burgens bnrgi pdict gesses of the borough a- 
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et saccesBorib} suis quod de foresaid^ and their sue- 

cetero imperpetuu sint et e- Te'Sr St tyro's 
rant infr^ borgu pdict' tres shall be within the bo* 
ministr sive officiar, ciuo^ rough afo^said three ser- 

.; * * vants or officers, or whom 
unus erit et nomuiabit' JSer- one shall be and shall be 

viens ad Ciavam bqrgi pdict*, ^•^^^ Serjeant at Mace ^^^^^ ^ 
alt' eoru nominabit' le Veo^ ttoih^^^lvi £'c£ *"' 

man borgi pdict\ et alter' eoj^ the Yeoman of the bo- Teoman. 

nominabitur Bedellus burgi ^Z^^ f'ut^' n"^ *u^ 

^j, , . , o other shall be called the 

pdlCt y qui lOiposteru noia- Beadle of the borough a- Beadle. 

buntr et CODStitueutr de tem- foresaid, who shall be 
_ . . . , hereafter named and ap- 

pore in tempus per major pointed by the mayor and 

et aldros burgi pdict' pro aldermen of the iKirough 

tempore existeD* vel major' ^foresaid for the time be- 

\ P' ing, or the major part of 

part eorundein, et continua* them, and shall continue 

bunt in officijs illis respective in such offices respectively 

<,. *• . 1 i5. 1 so lone as it shall please 

quamdlU inajon et aldns bur- the mayor and aldermen 

gi pdict' pro tempore exiaten' o^ ^^^ borough aforesaid 

vel majori parti eorundem ^^t^'^S^'oSr'' *'' ^ 
placuerit. 

17- Voluin* autem et p 17. But we wai, and 
^ - j,'j, • ^ J* hy these presents we ap- 

psentes constituiraus et ordi- p^.„, ^^g ^.^ain, that 

namus quod Ricus Hadley Richard Hadley shall be Richard 
^i.;*- •■^irv^KA n«*AC!Ai*4in m-^miio ^y virtuc of thcse pre- Hadleyfint 

erit vigore preseutiu pnmus .^ts the flVst and moLn "^*"*'* 

et modemus Serviens ad Cla- serjeant at mace of the 

Vam burgi pdict', et quod borough aforesaid, and 

Ti .^ TT • -^ • ^b*t Richard Harris shall Richard 

Kidus Harris erit vigore pre- ^ ^y virtue of these pre- Harris first 
sentili primus et modemus sents the first and modeni ^*°"**°* 

I^nbargi pdict', et quod '2^,^.^^.^^:^^^^ 

PranCttS Woodhams erit vi- cisWoodhamsshallbebyWoodhann 

goie psentiu primus et mo- ^^'*^^ ^^ thesp presents *"***^~"*- 

J n J 11 !__. • '^j« » the first and modem bpa- 

dermis J5ecleiins tmrgl pdict aic of the borough afore- 

e 
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continuand* in respectivis of- sa»d, to continue in sudh 

h •• .ii* j« 1 . respective offices so long 

ficiJS llhs quamdlU se bene astheyshallbehavethem. 

gesserillt ; Qui quidm Ricus selves properly j which 

HadleyRidusHarrisetFrau- ?f/^^ ?je^^.^ ^^^^y> 

/ ii_ !• Richard Harns,and Fran- 

cus Woodhams et queibt aha ^is Woodhams, and eve* 

persona in offic' iff servien' ^^y person hereafter to be 
11 I ^ T_ nominated and appointed 

ad clavam le yeoman et be- ^^^„ theaffices of Serjeant 
delli bargi pdict' seu in eoa at mace, yeoman, and 
aliquod imposter' nominand' f^^^.f '¥ I^'?"S*' % 

^ , " , ' r foresaid, or into either of 

et constituend' antequam of- them, before they pre- 
ficia ift respective exequi pre- s">»e to execute their re- 

, * 1 ^ spective offices, shall take 

sumpsennt prestabunt sacra t^gj, corporal oaths well 
sua corporat ad respectiva and faithfully to execute 

nc,^: ^ CiJ:^4.» l,*v«^ ^4- i: the aforesaid offices re- 

officia sua pdict bene et fi- ^p^^.^^jy ^^^^^ ^^^ 
deliter exequend' coram ma- mayor and recorder of the 
tor' et recordator' burgi pdict' borough afoiesaid or his 

•^ . , « - deputy for the time being, 

sive deputat suu pro tempore or either d them, to 
existen' vel eo^ aliqu*, quib} whom, jointly and seve- 

conjunotim et divisim plen' bf A^e ^J^^^^^^ 

potestat* et authoritat' ad hu- power and authority to 

ffioi sacrament' ministrand' administer such oath. 
damns et concedimus per 
presentes. 
Duties of 18. Volumus etiam et per 18, We will also, and 

offiX**^ presentes concedimus quod bythesepresentswegrant. 
J, 1. ♦ . Ill thatthe aforesaid sen eant 

pdict serviens ad clavam le ^t mace, yeoman, and 
yeoman et bedellus burgi p- beadle of the borough a- 

ai:^4.» ^««4. u«:i<^: -«^:i^ ««« foresaid, after such oaths 
diet post huiiioi sacra sua 80respectivelytaken,shaB 

respective prestita erunt de be from time to time at- 
tempore in tempus attended *^^^*?^ ^P«^^ *^^ °**y^''' 

^ . ^ , recorder, and deputy re- 

m et super major recordator corder of the borough a- 
et deputat' recordator* burgi foresaid for the time be- 
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pdict* pro tempore existen' ing. tl^c justices of tht 

;».4^^».* ^A ^^^^^ k,,«r.: Zi Vf^wie of the borough a- 

jastaaar ad pacem burgi p- f^^^g^j^^ ^^^ ^j,^ f^^^, 

diet' et curias burgi pdict* ad of the borough aforesaid, 

exequend' mandat* precepta ^ ^^f *^ *^^ mandates, 

J precepts, and processes 

€t processns eorundem ma- of the same mayor, re- 

jor' recordator* deputat' re- corder, deputy recorder, 
•I ^ , . . , , , iustices of the peace, and 

cordator justiciar ad pacem •'of the courts, and to 

et CUriar', et ad faciend' SU- serre all summons, dis- 

monicon' districc6D' attachia- ^'^J'^'' attachments, ar- 

rests, punishments, im- 

ment* arrestafon' correction' pnsonments, and procla- 
imprisonam' et proclamacon' mations within the bo- 

• r I- - *^ J. ♦ rough aforesaid as shall 

mtra burgU pdlCt proutOpUS be necessary, in such man- 

fiierit, et ttibus modo ordiue ner and form as to the 
et forma prout pfat' major' TSJ^^i, ^ 
recordator' depntat* recorda- peace, and conrts, re- 
tor' justiciar' ad pacem et specthely shall seem fit, 

curij s respective opportun' vi- 

debitur. ' • 

19. Et ulterinS' damus et ig.Andfurtherwegive, Seijeantto 

per presentes pro nobis here- *^^ ^J ^^^^ presents, g^'rm*** 

1.1 ^ *, ^. for ourselves, our heirs 

dlbus et SUCCessonbus nns ^^^ successors, we grant 

COncedimus pfat' major' al- to the aforesaid mayor, 

dris et bnrgensibns burgi p- J-^rblngJ ^S 

diet' et SUCCesSOribus suis and their successors, that 

quod serviens ad clavam bur- t}>e sergeant at mace of 

'. ^j. , . the borough aforesaid for 

gl pdlCt pro tempore exis- the time being, and in his 

ten' et in ejus absenciatunc absence then the yeoma^, 

k^ -ft, 1 _ shall have and carry a 

yeoman Am <:lavamargen- ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ \^^ 

team Vel deaaratam signo graved, and oman^ented 

armoi nroJ^ sculpt' et omat' ^*^ ^^*^ impression of 

f f, ^ • A*j.-j o*ir arms, before the 

coram majore burgi pdicf mayor of the borough a- 

pro tempore existen' in quo- foresaid for the time be- 
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tbt loco infra blLfgam pdict' ing, ia every place mlh|ii 

portabit et geret. '^" ^""^"S^ *^^^"^^^- 

Major re- 20. Et oltius VolllinU6 Ct 20. And ftlrtlier We 

&V^.per psentes pro nobis, here- ^S^.tr Isett/JS 

^ dibus et successoribus iiris heirs and successors, we 

concedimus pfaf maiori aU M^^^^ ^ ^^« aforesaid 

,^, • * ., , . ^ mayor,alderinen,andbur- 

dris et burgensibus bui^i p- gesses of 4he borough a- 

diet' et SBCCessoribns suis foresaid, and their sue- 

quod quandocunq, et^quotie, --f^' ^^ J^--- 

aliquis aldro^ burgi pdict' in the aldermen of the bo- 

Officia Major' burgi illins rough aforesaid shaU have 

J . 1 » r • »v been m due manner e- 

deme elect tuent, et Bens lejcted into the office <rf 

notic' inde sibi datain officio Mayor of that borough, 

•11 * • • and havine notice for that 

lUud in 86 snscipere recnsa- p„^^^ g^,,^„ ^im shall 

verit vel negiexerit, nnllam refase or neglect to take 

hens ra^nabil* excusafiin' "P«? ''»'"*«'* ""•^h office, 

^ . ^ having no reasonable ex- 

allocat p major et aldros cuse allowed by the mnyw 

vel ubi non fiierit major tunc ^^^ aldermen, or where 

11^ 1 • '^'J• 9 1 there is no mayor then bv 

P aldros burgl pdlCt vel ma^ t^e aldermen of the ho- 

jor' partem eoatletn, qnod rough aforesaid, «t the 

tunc et toties bene licebit rhl^rofS'sSl 

majm'i et ceteris aldermannis be fowful ibr the mayor 

burgi illius tmi pro tempore ^^ ^^ 'f«^ l^ *^« «J<*f " 

^ , 1 1 • r ' ™^° ^* that borough for 

taennt, vel ubi non tnerat ^^ time being, or when 

majortunc ceteris aldns bnr«- there shall be no mayor 

. *v. J. .> <| • • _^ ^_ then for the rest of the 

gi pdict vel Hiajon parti eo- ^j^^^^^^ ^^ ^.e borough 

randem, taxare et imponere afmiesaid, or Hie major 

5up ttem aldrum sic recnsan' P"' <>' *^'^' ^ >«, f>»<' 

* T » • in impose upon such alder- 

vel Deghgen wsdpere om- josn so refusing or ne- 

du iWud Tonabilem silmam greeting to take upon 

H ji Y - himself that office any 

sive finem non exceden ^^ reasonablesumorfitienot 

inaml^ginti Kbra3rum,ac ime- exceedhig the sum ctf 
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dtate saper ttem recasa^n^ twenty pounds^ and im- 
procedere ad eleccbn' alteri- S:St^t^dt [h; 

pis idonee persone fore ma* election of another fit per*- 

jor burfiri pdict' in loco tiis ?^" to be mayor of the 

^ ^ . , , borough aforesaid in the 

persone sic recusan » et sic to- j^ce of such person so 

ties quoties, et quousq^ ali- refusing, and so as often 
* 1 _ • 1 ^ and until another fit per- 

qua idonea personam locum g„„ hath been duly cfect. 
ms^oN8 burgi pdict' debe e- ed, chosen, and sworn 
lect' Sfect' et jurat' fuerit: et J"*" *^^ P>«ce of mayor of 

f, •' * . the borough aforesaid: 

quandocuuqv et quoties ah- andwheneverandsooften 

qnis bnreeos' burgi pdict' in as any burgess of the bo- 

ai » AiJ-^' I • •!!• J »- rough aforesaid hath been 

offic Aldnburgi lUiua debe duly elected into the office 

elect' tiler it, et tlens notic' of Alderman of that bo* AUermen' 

Inde sibi datam offic' iUnd in' ^z t"** having notice ^»k. 

for that purpose given 

se suscipere recusaverit vel him shall refuse or negleot 
neglexterit, nullam liens rSna- ^^J^^ "P;?° himself such 

• ., ^ » 11 » office as aforesaid, having 

bllem excusacon allocat Ut no reasonable excuse al- 

jtfert', quod tunc el toties lowed as aforesaid, that 

bene liceat et licebit majori rmt4^:wMfor tS 

et aldris burgi illius qui pro mayor and aldermen of 
tempore fiierint vei maiori that borough for the time 

\ , •' being, or the major part 

parti eorundem taxare et im- of them, to tax and im- 
ponere super tlem burgens' P^^e "po» ^^^ burgess 

• « 1 1* « so refusin&r or nedecting 

81C recusan vel negligen sus- ^^ t^^ upSn himself sucS 
cipere offic' illud rSnabilem office any leasonable sum 
sGmam sive finem non exce- •"" ^"^ °*'* exceeding the 

sum of ten pounds J and 
den SUUiam decern llblia^: whenever and as often as 

etquandocUDq^et quoties ali- a°y ^^ tb« burgesses of 

/ J , » L . ^j. , the borough aforesaid 

quis de burgens burgi pdlCt hath been duly elected in- 

im offic' un' Assisten' Bui^n' to the office of one of the 

burgi pdict' debte elect' foe- i^tTSX'aJS P^'' 
rit, et Kens naticiam inde si- havingnotieefiirthatpur* 
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bi diElt' officium illud in se posegiTenhimshaUrcfusc 

•. ii«^ to take upon hinwelf thait 

SUSCipere reousavent, nulkm office, not having anyrea- 

lliens rSnabilem excusa€6n' sonable excuse allowed as 
allocat' ut pfertr, qnod tunc aforewid, that theB and 

* 1.1. . . so often it shiill be law- 

et toties bene liceblt majon ful for the mayor and al- 

etaldrisburgipdicf protem- dermen of the boromgh 
. ^ , I . - _,. aforesaid for the time be- 

pore existen vel majon parti j^g^ „, t^e major part of 
eorandem taxare et impo- them, to tax and impose 
nere super ttem burgens' sic "P?" "'«=*' burgess so re- 

^ 1. , . "ismg or neglecting to 

recusan vel negbgen susci- take upon himself such 

pere officiu iUud ronabiiem oflfcc any reasonable sum 

. . p or fine not exceeding the 

sumam sive finem non ex- sum of five pounds , and 
ceden' sum' qninq^ librak) ac that in such oases, as 
quod in ttibus casibus quoties "ft*" ".»' 'b"". ^^^ h»P- 

» , \ , * , pened, it shall and may 

acciderint bene liceat et lice- be lawful for the afore- 
bit pfaf maiori aldris et bur- said mayor, aldermen, and 
•1 1 . /s. 1. y burgesses of the borough 
gensibus burgl pdlCt et- eo^ aforesaid, and their sue- 

successor' ofifies et singulas cessare, to levy, deniand, 

C^^^ ^4r «n^r.« «:« 4.«wr.4.» ^4- hdve, aud takc, from tim© 

lines et sumas sic taxat et ^ ^. n » • i 

^uv.9 vv ouujua o*w i,uAa,i, ,.•, to timc, all aud siugulaT 

impoit' levare impetrare bere such fines and sums so 
et percipere de tempore in taxed and imposed by di$- 

J. . /vj , tress and siale of the goods 

tempus per distnccon et ven- and chattels of such per- 
dic&n* bonoi et catallb& hu- »<*»« so rifusing or ne- 

Kj ' \, • * > 1 glecting, or each of them 

moi persona^ sic recusan yel LpectLly, or by suit, 
negligen' et eujuslibt eo^ re- writ, complaint, or action 
spective, vel per sectam bre' of d^^bt, to the use of the 

* "^ i. » J *. . 1 mayor,aldermen,andbur- 

querei aut accoii defiti ad usii gesses of the borough a- 

ipso^ major' aldrb^ et bur- foresaid, and their suc- 

» 1. • '^ !• ..» ^ cessors, without any satis- 

gens burgl pdlCt et SUCCes- fection or any otherthing 

SOS SUOS absq^ aliquo comp^o for that purpose in any 

aut aUqu' ai proinde nobis '^J"'^'^ ^ rendered, 

J, i 9 • paid, or performed to us, 

Oered vel successor nhsquo- our heirs, or successoi-s. 
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qnomodo reddend* solvend* 
6eu faciend*. 

21. £t ulterius Volumns 21. And furtber we Common 

et per presentes pro nobis ^"' *?^ ^y *H^«« P^«- ^'''''''"* 

* J, * ^., ^. sents, for ourselTes^ our 

hered et successonbus nris heirs and successors, we . 
daraus et concedimus prefat' grant to the aforesaid 

inajori aldns et burgens' bur- ™r ftTt^'r^^S^- 

gi pdict' et saccessor* suis foresaid, and their suc- 

quod major et aldermanni ^^^f^^j '^^* ^^5 f T*" 

^ . A. J. , and aldermen of the bo- 

burgipdlCt pro tempore ex- rough aforesaid for the 

iaten' constitut' virtute harii ti/ne being, appointed by 
..- 1 . _ rirtue of these presents, 

presentmvel major pars eof or the major part of them; 

de tempore in tempos imper- may and shall be from ' 

petuu sint et erunt Comune Ji""^ '° 'T ^'"'•r'^J !u^ 

i-1 ... 1 . ^ ,. , Common Council of the 

ConsillU burgl pdlCt pro ire- borough aforesaid, for do- 
bus et neffOtilS burgi pdict' ing and transacting of aU 
J, ^ It / things and business of the 

tractand et peragend (quo^ borolgh aforesaid, (of 
major burgi pdict' pro tem- whom we will that the 
•pore existen' vel senior' al- Z'Z:',t\^7^^C 

drum ejusdem burgi in ejus ing, or in his absence the 

absentia pro tempore existen' »^"*^f alderman of the 

_ '^ - ^ . sameborough for the time 

una esse volumus) qui super heingshouldbeone),who, 
sumonicon* per humoi major' ^pon summons given by 

^ • J ^' J j> *- the mayor, or by his war- 

aut ejus mandat dand fee- „„t ^^\^^ ^^all ha^e 

ant etilebunt plen' potestat* full power, licence, and 

fecultaf et authoritat' in p- f«thority to assemble in 

^ , * the aforesaid hall of the 

diet* aula burgi pdict' VOCat' borough aforesaid called 

fcCowrf-Aotl^e aut aliquo alio ^^^ Court-house, or any 
« • f • n 1 - other convenient place 

loco convenien infra burgu within the borough afore- 
pdict' assembland', et ibm said, and there to frame 
rnndpnH' Pf rnnQtitnpnil' or ^^^ appoint, constitute, 

conaena et constituena or- ^^^^.^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
dinand' faciend' et stabiliend' bUsh from time to timoy 
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de tempore in tempus leges teasonaWc, goo4, •»lu* 
statuf constitocbnes decreV ^'n^e^i^Si^': 
et ordina^nes ronabit bona tutes, constitutions, de- 
salnbria utilia licita honerta crees. and ordinances, ac- 

^ « cording to tbeir sound 

et necessar juxta eoj^ sanas discretion, for the good 
discrecones pro bono regi- of'*^^ and government of 

5 ^ ^ -tf^ x. • '^ the borough aforesaid. 

mine et gubna66ne burgi p- .^^ of all and singula^ 

diet* ac omn' et singuIo& of- the o^cen, servants, ar- 

fidar; ministroj, artiadu in- SStstSirtS S' 
hitan et residen intra bi|r- rough aforesaid for tha 
ffu pdict' ac pro declaracone ^^^^ ^^ing, and for de- 

t " ij~. , claring in what manner 

quomodo major aldri et as- the mayor, aldermen, and 

sistea' burgenses burgi pdict' burgesses of the borough 
^ et OS, et singuU offidar' mi- ^iriJroi"^: 

nistri artifices inhabitan' et vant8,iQhabitant8,andre» 

residen' infra bargu Sdict' in f*^^*? /?^ ^^^ i^°^« ^^^ 

/*> •• /• -9U •!_ • ^ •• *^g withni the borough 

officijs funaonibus misterys aforesaid shaU from time 
artificijs et negotijs suis in- to time have, use, and 
fra burgfi^dicf et Hbemt^ ^-^S^-;:- J,^ . 
et precinct' ejusdem pro tem- mysteries, trades, and hu-^ 
pore existen' de tempore in »^«e«?e^ ^^*^l« ^^^^ ^^- 

* 1 »* rough aforesaid and the 

tempus sese nemmt gerent liberties and predncts 

et Utentur pro bopio publico thereof, for the commpo 
*,. ^.I'a. ^ aU * • 1 eood.advantaee, and good 

cSiutiUtateetbonoregimiiie |overoment if the bo- 
burgi pdict') ac pro victviala- rough afoKsai4> and Cor 
&,ne ejusdem, ac de rebus thevictusJlingofthesame. 

^ ' , , and m all things, causes, 

negotijs et causis qnibuscunqy andbusipesseswhatsoever 
bnrgu pdict' tangen' sen quo- relating to or in py wis^ 

% ■ 9 \i, concerning the borough 

quomodo concernen , ac ties aforesaid, W to assess 
ronabil^s penas fines et pe-^ and impose such reason* 
nalitat' in et super ocs et sip- '^^ J-^^^J P^ 

gulos delinquen' coAtra hu- and every delinquent ar 
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iHoi leges StatUt* Constitn£6n' gainst sucfa laws, statates, 

decreta sive ordinaain' per «»™tit««onMecree8.and 

J, . ,-v. , J. , , *^ ordinances to be levied or 

dlStnccon et vendlSin' bono^ recovered by distress and 

vel per sectaiD bre queret sive ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ g^^* ^^ 

.^J , J x^^. . ,11^ chattels, or by suit, writ, 

acc6n debti per major aldros and complaint, or action 

et burgenses burgi pdict' le- of debt, by the mayor, al- 

vaod' aut recupei^nd' assi- irir'afoS^f 
dere et imponere prout eis to them or the major part * 
vel majori parti eo? (quox ^^ them (of whom the 

• » i- .^v t. • 1 . S mayor of the borough a- 
major burgI pdlCt vel senior' foresaid or the s^ nior al- 

aldrum ejusdem burgi pro German of the borough 
4^^»««,.^.^ ^«:„4^«» aforesaid for the time be- 

tempore existen unum esse j^g ^^ will to be one) 

Volumus) necessar' oppoitun' shall seem necessary, fit, 

et requisit' videbit^; qiioda !""* requisite 5 and that may reco- 

• ii~- 1 ' T T^ the mayor, aldermen, and ▼crpeoal- 

major aldn et bnrgenses bur- burgesses of the borough own uw.""* 

gi pdict' pro tempore exis- aforesaid for the time be- 
.^> 1 ^ . n ^ ing may raise, recover, 

ten hrnnoi penas fines et pe- and receive such pkins! 

nalitat' ad USU SUU propriu fines, and penalties to 

Ware recaperare et recipere X\Zi:':n TTy 
possint absq^ aliquo comjPo other thing to be for that 
sive aliqu' at proinde nobis P">P<>8e in anywise rcn- 

1 J, I , ^. aered, done, or performed 

nered vel successor nns quo- to us, our heirs, and suc- 
quomodo reddend' solvend' cessors. 
sivie faciend\ 

22. Et ulterius volumus 22. And further we Justices 

et per psentes pro nobis he- ^*"' *?^ ^y **!^«^ P'*^ fL^^T 

j» ^ > ~. 1. sents, for ourselves, our ir; ", * ,, 

red et successor nns concedi- heirs and successors, we ^ 
muspfat' majori aldriset bur- grant to the aforesaid 

geusibus burgi pdict' et sue- ^^^i'^trbru'^ht 

CesSOr' suis qd pdict' Edrus foresaid, and their suc- 

Heath per pseotes constitut' ^!f '^i* o* l"" f T^^* . ^ 

if • ^ 1. ^ ., Edward Heath by these the>fayor, 

major burgi pdicr et quiIt at presents appointed mayor 

f 
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major iivde pro tempore ex^-oi ^horoM^ 9£QtesBj4, 
isten' duran' tempore quo of- - Ve^jT^ bl^. S^ 
fic major' burgi illiufi exer- the time that he 9baU e9&* 
cebit et pro uiio anno integ^ro ^^'l^ ^^^ office of maypr 

'^ . , ^ of that borough, and for 

extuncpxim sequen^necnon one entire year then next 

pfat' Fulc Dnus Brooke per foUowing, and also th« 

^ . ^'m. ^j J , aforesaid Fulke Lord 

psentes constitut recordatpr B,„„kg ^y ^^^^^ j^^^^t. 

Recorder, buvgi pdipt' ct quilibt at fc- 8pp«ioted recorder of the 

cordator ejusdem bur^i pro borough aforesaid, nM 

♦\ ^ * every other recorder or the 

tempore existeu', necnon tre^ same borough for the tknt 
and three antiouissimi et maxime ^e- being, and also th^ thrpe 

senior Al- . i fv. i . ^ ,. . eldest and senior alder- 

dermen : lHOrCS aldfl bufgl pdlCt^ prp ^^n of the borough a- 

tempore eixisten' (uode pdjct' foresaid for the time be- 
Thomas Stratford Edmund '"5 («^ ^^7, 'f Z^ 

Thomas Stratford, ha- 

Makepeace et Jobes Welton wardMakepeace^ndJoha 
enint primi et modemi) $int Welton are thp first and 

^ , -i-x, modern) may and shall 

et erunt custodes et quriibt ^^e, and each ^nd every 

eo& sit et erit custos pacib of tbem shall and may 

«re hered' et successof nro|. S^uXrolheTa^nl 
infra burgu pdict:' ac juuticiar' suconson within the ho- 
nri hered* et saccesspk im« ^"S^ srforesairf, and jus- 

^ f « tices of ourselves, our 

ad pacera prm hered et §uc- heirs and successors, u> 
cesso^ nro& in f ra burgu pdict' F^serve the peace of o^r- 

* i J » . • selves, our heirs and sue- 

conservand.acadomnetsin- ^^^^/^ ^^hin the bo- 
gut infra burgum pdicf faci- rough «fi»^aid, and tp do 
end' et exequend' que et qua- ^'^f perform all and sin- 

. i • . . S ~. gular such thmgs within 

Iia aliqui at justiciar nri ad the borough aforesaid as 

pacemn?am alibi conservand' ^^^ i" such n^anner a^ 

, J . n ^ other our lusticesassiened 

assign de jure facere et ex- to keep our peace else- 
equi possiut, ac eos acaliquos where of i^ht ought t» 

duos Sive plures eoi kmo& do and perform 3 and them 
*^ T ^ ^^ T any two or more of them 

major vel recordator vel al- (of whom the mayor or 
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ter At dttohns antiqmssimis recor(fcj or either of tte 
et rriaxime seniorlbus aWrfe two elder and seDior al- 

. ^.j. , . ^ u ^ . aermen of the borough 

OUrg^ pdlCt qui enint btunoi aforesaid who are such 

CaStod' et iustic' un' semper ^^^epers and justices as 

, V ,. '^ aioresai(f we will to be 

esse yoluinus) ordinamns et one) we ordain and ap- 

constitmmns jnsticiartos nros point our justices, to in- 
adinquirend-persachimpro. S"ai.Tr„"We 

bo^ et legalium bolnm de borough aforesaid of all 

bargro pdict' de oibus felo- ^«lo°»e8, trespasses, of- 

., '' 1 /T» fences, contempts, and 

lllJS transgress offens' con- crimes perpetrated or to 

tempt' et malefact' inffa bnr- be perpetiated within the 

^, , «-4« *♦ . <* ^a.» ^ borough aforesaid, con- 

gampdlCt perpetrat et per- cerning which any other 

petrafid' de quibus ali(}li' ai of our justices assigned 
rasticiar' nri ad pacera alibi **'^.'''*P *^f . P^^f «='*^ 

*: '^^ 9 A r where withm this our 

Ultra hoc rnura AngI Conser- kingdom of England are 

vand' assiffn' inmiirere pos- ^^^^ ^ inquire; and to to try and 

J t. ~ • r^i » bear and determine all P"'»"»^ ^'f" 
smt, ac ad humor feloW sorts of felonies, trespass- ^'"'''' 

transgr offens' contempt' et es, offences, contempts, 
malefacY secundu leges con- *"^ ^'l"^^' accordinj,^ to 

o ^ the laws, customs, and 

suetad' et statut' regni nri statutes of Ais our king- 
Anrf audiend' et terminand' ^^^'^o^ England, in such 

^ ,. i r ample manner and form 

in tani araplis modo et forma as any other our justices 

prout alixju' at justiciar' n?i assigned to keep the peace 
^ J n • • .tL u-.^ elsewhere within our 

ad pacem alibi intra hoc reg- kingdom of England may 

nil Angi> conservand' alssign' proceed upon, hear, and 

in casibira COXlsitibttS proce- detfrmineinsimilarcases, 

-^ , *■ and to chastise and pu- 

dere andire et termmare pos- nish the persons commit- 
sint', ac ad persorias hamoi ting such felonies, tres- 

f. 1 , ^ 9 iv > passes, offences, con- 

felon transgr oftens con- {;^pt3^^„d,,.j^,3byfine, 

tempt' et malfefact' ppetl^antes ransom, amercement, foN 

per fines redemption^ amer- feiture, imprisonment, or 

•»£••£_ f • • by any other Ways and 

ciam lonsiactur impnsona- means pursuant to the 
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ment" ac alijsTijs et modis laws, customs^ end sta- 

j 1 -^x_,^ tutes of this our kingdom 

secundum legem ^et con sue- ofEngland,8othat,W. 
tndin' ac statut' rni nri Angt ever, they proceed not to 

excepting castigand' et punicnd' ; ita ta- the determination of any 
felonies J i J . . ^ , felony touching the loss 

touching men quod ad deterramacon of life or limb without 

lifeoriimi). ^jj -^g fclon' taogcn' amis- the special licence of our- 

' . » '^ ^ r • selves, our heirs, and suc- 

sioii vite et membra^ sme j-^ggorg. 

special licenc' nra heredu vel 

successor nro^ non proce- 

dant. 
County 23. Volamus tamen ac in- 23. We will, howcwr, 

^P tenaS n?a est quod justiciar' -^pP^ouilkt; 
TouS^to nrihered et successor nro|^ ad our heirs and successors 
Sflf?^iv pacem nrm hered' et succes- assigned to keep the peace 

weirauiy. jt ^ . , k> ^tt of ourselves, our heirs 

SOf nro^ m com nro War- and successors within the 

wici conservand' assign* bur- county of Warwick ahall 

gu pdicf de tempore in ten.- ^^e TnTe/TnTo 'ZZ 

pas ingredi possint et valeaiit rough aforefiaid to per- 

ad bfficia sua pfungenda tti- ^^rm their duty in such 

^ - \ n . maimer and form as has 

bus modo et torma prout been accustomed in times 

temporibus retroactis usitat* past, but not oth^wlse, 

foit et non aliter, aliqu' in ^r ciinef:::^^: 
psentibus content' non ob- standing; and w« will 
Stan'; nolumus autem quod that any such justice 

-, , - ^ . . . > • i_ should not otherwise in- 

aliquisbumoijustic sembur- terpose himself withinthe 

go pdict' alit' intromittat. borough aforesaid. 
^ Justices of 24. £t ulterius volumus 24. And further we 

ihT'^' ac per presentes pro nobis ^^' *?^ ^^ *H^®® P^^" 

roriirhtobci j» T , ^. sents, for ourselves, our 

sworn. nered et successor nris con- heirs ^nd successors we 
cedimus pfat' major' aldris ^^^^ ^ ^^ aforesaid 

.1 » 1 • '»-j» ^» J. mayor,aidermen,andbur- 

et burgens burgi pdict qd gesL. of the bo^ugh a- 
pdict' Edrus Heath modo foreiud,tlMttheaforesaid 
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major boi^ pdid^ sacnn pre- Edward Heath, piresent 

stabit de offic^ justiciar' ad Sd^' IS'^^tZ 

pacem bene et fideliter exe- oath well and faithfiilly 

qnend' per leejes et stalut' ^ perform the office of 

il . S. ^* "7 r . > justice of the peace pro- 

hujua mi nn Angt provis p 'Vided to be taken by 

jnsticiar' ad pacem prestand' justices of the peace ac- 

coram recoraator vei oepo- statutes of this our king- 

tat' recordator burgi pdict' dom of England, before 

pro tempore existen', quibas the recorder or deputy re- 

* . . !• • • 1 corder for the time being 
conjunctim et divisim pie- of the borough aforesaid, 

nam potestat' et authoritat' to whom, jointly and se- 

^j u '^ • ^» • • verally.we give and grant 

ad homoi sacrament mini- by th^se presents full 

strand' damns et COUCedim* power end authority to ad- 

per psentes, absa aliqu' aJ minister such oath, with- 

*^ *^ / . . out any other warrant or 

warranto sive comissione de commission to be sued for 

nobis heted' vel snccessor' ^^ obtained from ua, our 

,«. . ^ j» V. j» heirs or successors ; and 

nns impetrand seu Bend ; that every other mayor of 

et quod qnilbt alius major the borough aforesaid for 

y;.'.^*^ ^«4;^«>* ^^^ 4.^w»«v^«» ««. the time being shall take 

burgi pdict pro tempore ex- ^^^ j.^^ oath before his 

isten CODsite sacrm prestablt last predecessor and the 

coram ultimo predecessore deputy recorder of the bo- 

. J ^ J » rough aforesaid for the 

SUO et deputat recoraator time being, or either of 

bni^ pdict' pro tempore ex- them, to whom, jointly 

• . • - w 1^ » 'u and severally, we give and 

isten aut eo^ alter, quibus g,^„t ^y ttwe presents 

conjunctim et divisim plen' fiiU power and authmity 

potestat' el authoritat* ad hu- ^. «»">>««*«' *«ch oath, 

X, . , . . J, without any other war- 

moi sacrament mmistrand rant or commission to be 

damns et concedimns per p- »"«<* ^^^ or obtained from 

, ,. -r. us,ourheirs,or successors: 

sentes, absque aliqno alio ^^j ^^^^ jh^ recorder of 

warranto seu comissione de the borough aforesaid for 

notis hered- vel successor' ^ ^^^ '^^X.t. 

uris impetrand' sen ttec^d' ; et mayor of the borough a- 
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qnod recoFclator bnrgi pdict' aforeiaid for tba time be* 
' ^ • ^ y '± ine or one of tke two el- 

pro tempore existen consite j^^ ^^^ ^^^.^^ alrfeimen 
sacrAm prestabit coram ma- of the borough afatttM 
iore bnrgi pdict' pro tempore f°' *•"=. *.™f ''",''«• ^ 

*f 11 111 1. whom, jointly and seve- 

existen vel ui>' de duobus an- rally, we give anrf grant 

tiqui8simis et maxhne denU ^Y ^^^^ presents full 

<, 1 t~« 1 • '^ j« ^> power and authority to ad- 

Onbus aUiriS burgi pdict pro Minister such oatfc, wifh- 

tempore existen', qnibns con- owt any other warrant ot 
• . • ^ r* • • \ > -.^ commission from us, our 

junctim et (IlVlSUn plen' po- teirs, or successors, to be 

testat' et aatborit&t' ad hil- suerfor obtained jandtliat 

fiioi sacrament' ministranJ the three eldest and ^»e- 

- T« '^' ^^'" aldermen of the bo- 

damuH et concedimus per p- ^ough aforesard for the 

sentes, absq^ aKquO a4 vrar- timebeinj^, and each of 

- • . 1 them, shall take the like 

ranto sive comissioue de no- ^^j^ 'j^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
bis hered' vel successor' nri» theboroagfa aforesaid for 
impetrand' sen trend' ; et qd '''^ *»•»« ^/^S "«* *^« 

^ .... . recorder ot the borough 

tres antiquissimi et maxime aforesaid, or his deputy, 

senTorcs aldri bnrgi pdict' pro for the time being, or on« 

. ^ , .J. of them, to whom, ioint- 

tempore existen coiwite sa- jy ^„j severally, we give 
crm prestabunt et quiltJt eo* and grant by these pre- 
pstabif coram majore bnrgi sents fuU power and aur 

*^ , . , thonty to admmister such 

pdict pro tempore existen et oath, without any other 

recoTdator' bargi pdict* »ive warrant.'^or commission 
, , o 1 from us, our heirs or suc- 

deputat suo pro tempore ex- ^.^gg^rs to be asked or ob- 
isten' aut eoa aliquo, qtiibus taincd. 
conjunctim et (Kvisim pJ^en' 
potestat' et authoritat' ad ha- 
moi sacrament' ministrand' 
damns et concedimns perpre- 
sentcs, absq>^ aliqno alio wai*- 
ranto j^ive comissione de no- 
bis hered' vel successor' nris 
impetrand' sea kend'. 
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35. £t iikerms voIqidus 25. Aod further ve Court of 

. 1 . will, and by these pre- P*^** *<> 

ac per prcsentes pro nobis ,^„,;^ ^^ oLsel.es, our J;;;,^'*" 

beredibus et successoribus heirs and successors, we 

m\H concedimus pfet' maior &«'*"* \^, '^^ aforesaid 

,j^. , ,\ . ^ ;. , mayor,a]dcrmen,andbur- 

aldris et burgens burgi pdict gesses of the borough a- 

et successor' suis qd ipsi et foresaid, and their suc- 

. J ^ . cessors, that they and their 

8UCCessore8 sm dc cetero im- ,„ccessors may and shall 

perpetuu beaut ac teneant ac bare and hold for ever 

liere et tenere valeant et pos- I'ereafter within the bo- 

. ^ ,. , rough aforesaut a Court 

smt IQtra borgu pdlCt quan- of Pleas of Record before 

dam' Cur' Ptitoft de record© ^^ mayor or his deputy, 

*. J ^ ^, recorder, deputy recorder, 

coram majore sive deputat ^^^ p,„,, ^^ his deputy 

tiUO recordator' depntAt' re- for the time being, or one 

cordator' cSi ctico vel ejus °^""•". °V''^"1' *° ^, 

^ holden m the aforesaid 

deputat' pro tempore ej^isten' hail called the Court 

vel eo& aliquibus seu aliqu' House, or in any other 

{, . 1, ,. , , , convenient place within 

tenend m pdict aula vocat the borough aforesaid, to 

le Court-house ant in alio lo- be from time to time ap- 

CO convenier^' infm b«rg«m roTe'of'tUnri^porth: 

pdict' per eos vei ea& aliquos Wednesdayof every week 

sive aliqnemde tempore in (except the weeks of the 

* . 19 • !• -avr Passover and the Pente- 

teinpusassignand in die Mer- cost and that week upon 

curij in qualibt septimana ^**^^ '^^ birth-d^y of 

/ .» .. » n 1- ^ our Lord shall annually 

(except septiman Pasche et ^^^^^ „„j ,„ ^^ ^ 

Pentecost' et septiman' in qpa balden froqi week to week 

festu Natalis Dni aiiuaUm ac- f""" «'"' and that the 

. . . same mayor or his depu- 

Clderit) et I^IC de septiman* m ty, recorder, deputy re- 

septiman' tenend' iraperpe- corder, town clerk or his 

^ i. J. • • 1 • • deputy, and each of them 

tuu, et qd ijdem major sive ^^ the time being, may 

ejus deputat' recordatpr de- and shall have full power 

putat; recordator cois dicus rtimtrh^afand't 

vel ejus deputat' et eoji qui- tenninemthe«Mae court. 



Jiftt pro tempore existcn* he- by suk tobe maacinftach 

* . . , , J. A. nu' t. J. ^^ * Ls, A^^» court, all and all kinds of 

Sjir.SJt*"*^*?'^^""^?^^" P°^^* debts! contracts agree- 

exceeding et authontat de tempore in ments, compacts, tres- 
*"'• tempus audiend' et termi- P^**.' "* "j '^" "' T 

*r, . , therwise, done or to be 

nana m eadem ciir per que- done,captions,detentioh5, 
retineademcur'levand'ooin' coDtanpts, deceits, and 

J, 1 .,^ rv other thines and actions 

et omnimod debta COmp^a whatsoever, both person- 

.convention' contract* transgr' al and mixed, in any man- 

vi et armis sen aliter fact' ner don^ arisiyig or hap- 

, , . , pening, or to be done, 

sea fiend' caption detention* a ise,orhappen within the 

contempt' deception' et at res borough aforcsaidomjur- 

, , * - . wick, and the umits, 

et action perHOUal et mirtas boundaries, and liberties 

qnascanq^ infra d?am bur- of the same, so that saoh 
gum Warwici et limite. ban- J^ ^^^ZTtZ 
das et libertat' ejusdem qno- or actions exceed not the 
vismodo fact' ppetrat' emer- sum of forty pounds; and 

, . *^* , ^ J, moreover that It shall and 

gen sen contmgen sen tend may be lawful foi the a- 

perpetrand' emergend' sen foresaid mayor or bis de* 

^. j» J- J J u'^> puty, recorder and deputy 

COntingend dumodo debit fecwder. town clerk anS 

give dampna petit' sen pe- his dept^, and each of 
tend' in huihoi sectia sive ac- J*^/*" ^^f time beiog. 

to judge and execute pro- 

coulbus non excedant siimam cess and execution of 
qnadrafirint' librae : ac eciam indgmentaccordingtotiie 

* , , ^ ,. ^^T 1 -^ 'v* laws of this our kingdoni 

quod bene liceat et hcebit p- ^f England in and upon 

diet' major! aive deputat' suo sacfa scdts, complaiate, 

i^cordator' et deputat' reeor- SiS'to^lfe^S 

dator' coi dico vel ejns de- at mace of the borongli 

putat' et eo? cuitt pro tem- aforesaid and theywrnaiii 

^ , f and each of them, or to 

pore existen processus et ex- ^ny other servant of such 

ecu6&n'jadicio& jnxta legem coarttobespeeiallynamttl 

hujus rni nri Angt in et su- and appointedfortbe.time 

per queret sect* et acc&nibqs 
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pdicC judicare et iacere per 
precept' servien* ad dayam 
burgi pdict* et le Yeoman ibm 
et eo^ alter* vel alicni ai mi- 
nistro cor* illius pro tempore 
existen' spHaliter nominand* 
sive assignand* dirigend*. 

26. £t nlterins-de ampli- 26. Andfiuther^ofonrGnntof 
ori era nra sPiali ac ex certa '^^'^ ""P^^ ^^^ «P«^^ thT^o^^o' 

. O . *^ ^ ~. g'^^* »°<^ ^^^ ®"r ^^^' ration. 

SCiencia et mero mota nns tain knowledge and mere 

dedimus et ooncessitn^ ae per go<^ ^^^> ^^ ^^c givett 

^ , . 1 • i_ j« ^ and CTauted, and by these 

psentes pro nobis hered et ^resrat8.forourselve«,our 
snocessor* nris damns et con- heirs and «ucce«8on we 

cedimns pfaf majori aldris ^^^1^? It 

et burgens* burgi pdict' et men, and burgesses of the 

SOCCesSOribus suis offiia et ^^"^^^^ aforesaid all and 

. ^ . s all kinds of nnes, issues^ 

omnunooa nnes exitUS amer* amercements, and forfeit- 

ciameDt* et forisfactur impo- iires hereafter to be im- 

8ter' imponentf perdend' et ^J'aJwS JlK 

forisfacieild* tam in omibus et sessions of the peace to be 

singalis sessionibns pads pro l^olden for the borough 

o #s, !• , j» • aforesaid, as in every court 

bargo pdict tenend quam in of plea there to be holden 

diet' cur* ptitor^ ibm nt pfer- as aforesaid. 
tur teqend'. 

27* £t nlterins yolnmus ac 27. And further w6 And of aii 
pro nobis heredibas et sue- ^1' ^""^ ^""f ourselves ^^'VT 

•■^ .- *«• J ^^^ heirs and successors 

cessonbns nns damns eon- ^e give, grants and con- 
cedimns et confirmamns per fi^'oa by these presents to 

'^ J. '^c A.y • ^« iJ*— J. the aforesaid mayor, al- 

psentes pfat majori aldns et ^^^^^ ^„j bur/esses of 

bni^ns' bnr^ pdict' et snc- theborongha£oresaid,and 

cessonbns snis omn' et cm- *"' successors, aU and 

^ singular 1 manors, lands, 

mmod maner terras tene- tenements^ wastes, waste 

S 

I 
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menta vasta vacoa funda coi- lan4s, fBu-msj commons^ 

aq rprtoria^ Hprimas alphas ^^^^^'^^^^ ^^'^^s^ ^^^^^^ 

as rectonas aecimas gieoas fedToWsans,ddnattoti8,fttia 
advocacon' donation' et pa* patronttgeofchurchesaa^ 
tronatus ecclesia^ et vicariai vicarages views of frank- 

r • I •• ^ 1 » pledge^ l6ll«,piCAge,Stall>^ 

Visum franci plegij telnet age, liberties, franoUm, 

piccag' Stallag' libertaf fraar imm«nities, exemptious, 
1 » -^ •. .» -• » privileges, acquittances,' 

ches imumtat exemption |„rigaicti€rtig, lUfsioAs; 
priyileg*quietanc'jutisdicc6n' emoluments^ and heredlt* 
reverc&n' emoltimen' et here* aments whatsoever which 

^ the burgesses 6f the bd- 

dltamen quecunq^ que bl^r- rough afordsnid, or ihe 

jrenses burgi pdict' sei|L bal* bailiff and burgesses of the 
t^ ,1 i •'^-j«^» borough afotesafd, 01* the 

Ims et btirgenses burgi pdipt ^x^f^ *nd bbrgesMt «tf 
sen battij et burgenses burgi the borouj^ aforeiaid, or 

pdict' velaliqd priore« major l^^fr/bJ^J-;^^; 
aldri et burgenses burgi pdict' borough aforesaid, or d- 
vel alidui eo^ littime liuerunt therof them lawfullyhave 

« . J, , • t .1 had.etiioyed, or possessed, 

gavisi fuer vel possidere seu or ought to have, tx^, 
here gaudere vel possidere or possess by reason or 

debuenint' rone vel Btftxtu °'^*''^ ^^ ^"^^ ^^"^''^ P^' 
aeouerum rone vei piexni ^^^^ ^^ chdrtets to th« 

illiqua^ Ira^ paten' sive car* byahy of otir predecessor 

iAA eis p aliqUOS predecessor' or ancestors, late kings or 
« *^ » ^ queens of England herei 

aut antecessor nros nup re- toforen»deorgra»tedjfW 
ges et regibaa Angt antebac a^y other means whatso- 

-. r :^» 1 !• ever, although they, any 

concessa^ aut fact , vel aliquo ^^ ^{^^^^ of ibem; hava 
alio modo quocunq^, licet ea* nottbeeu heretofore used^ 

dem vel eo^ aliquod vel ali* ^^icfed forfdted^ ^^i^- 
qua antehac usitat' non fuer' contimied, to have, hol^^ 
vel abus' forisfact' aut discon- »"d ^"Joy all and singular 

^« . ^ ,x. »TT • » vhe premises to the afbre- 

tinuat suntautfuer HabbnD saidnkayor,alderfflen,i*Kl 

tenend' et gaudend' omia et burgesses of the borough 
singula pmissa ^fet' ^jori .tS^'i'^^if^^rl 

aldhs et burgensibus burgi ing and paying for t^e 
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pdirf et snccessoribns snif «•»« to us, our heiw and 




hw et successoribus n?ig et i»any, tb« »ame, and such 

,- , , , kinds of rents, services^ 

qaiDQSIt aJ person respectlVlS sums of money, and dc- 

et ad ties nsus tot tanta ta* w»»<i8 whatsoever at for* 

I- J T_ '^ • ^ •!. merly the mayor, alder- 

lia eadem bumoi et COnilrf „,en, and burgesses of the 

reddif servitia denar* sumas borau^haforosaid of right 
et demaatf quecunq, qnot ^««^^^^"»^^^»^^P*^y: 
qnaqta qualia et que impnm 
majori aldH et burgenses bnr- 
gi pdict' reddere ^t solvere de 
jure debuer*. 

28. Quare VolaWU* et per 28. Wbercfbrc we will, FVjf quiet 

psentes p nobis heredibus et and by these preieats, for enjoyment. 
^«,ces8oribu,nrlsfirmiterid- ^^^^^ZZ ^tS^y''^ ' 

JUngendo poipiin' et manda- join, order, and comnMod 

rans quod Sfat' major aldJi *»' **•* aforejaid mayor, 

- ♦ * - . *1- 1. t aldermen, and burgesses 

^t burgens burgl pdlCt et of the borough aforesaid, 

sucoessores sui lieant teueant aiidthcirswcce88<M»,£utty; 

Utantur et gaudeaut ac plena fSau''havr,\^^^^^ 
libe et integre here tener^ uti and enjoy for ever all 
et gaudere valeant et po^sint »»nors, lands tcwaneat*^ 

. ^5 ^ A ^ rectbnes, tithes, glebes, 

l9ip^rp€)tUU oma maner ter- advowsons, donations, U^ 

ms tenement^ rector' decimas bepti^,frQe customs^ pri- 

^1 Ifi-or^tt fui^f\^i*i ^ Aft iiif*is«» 

glebas advocacbn* donafiin' dicS,acquittBnces,aiid 
IMStat' libas consoetadin' pri4 hefeditamcnts aforesaid. 
vilegUuthoritaf jurisdicebn; SW^^r^^^ 
quietanp* et hereditament' patent, ^thout any inter- 
Sdict* secundum tenor' et ef- 'wp**^^^ ^' impediment 

r ^>i- i- ~ a • whatsoever by us, our 

tCCt Mf Iraj^ nrsf paten' sme heirs or successors^ being 

occ6ne y%1 impedimento n?o unwilling that the same 
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hered' vel successor iiro& majfftjidermea^nxidhaT^ 

qno^cunq, Bolentes quod ij- ^^^ ^V-'^eit'^^ 

dem major aldri ei borgen:^ them, 8houMybyi!ea«on of 

Ses vel eo& successor' aut eO& Jj® premises or any of 

,, . r !• • ^ 'S them, be interrupted, mo- 

aliqm vel diqms rac6ne p- leetcd, Tcxed, aggrieved, 

misso^ vel eoi alicujus per or disturbed in the same 

^^-. if j» 1 by us our heirs or sue- 

no8 hered vel succesaores ciwon., oor justices. »lie^ 

iirosjiiatic'Ticecom'escaetor' rifs, eschaeton^ or othor 

aut alios baffios sive minis- baiUffsorseiranteofour- 

^ 1, 1 selves our heirs or succes- 

tros nros hered vel successor 6or8jwiUing,aad by these 

lU^O^ quoscunq. inde oc£&- presents ordering and 

v^, 1 J . , ^._ commanding as well our 

nent' moleitentur vexentur commissionersforthecus- 

graventur sea in aliquo^ ptar- tody of the great seal of 

bentur;volente8acpp8entes ^^^f^ conunissioners 

J *• • of the treasury, our barons 

mandantes et precipieBtes of the exchequer, our. at- 
tain comissionar' nris ad cus- , *<>"^fy^ ^«^ solicitor ge- 

^ 1. 19 9 • Ml AX oeral for the time being. 

todiend magn sigiUnmAngt as also aU and smgdw 

comissionar' thesanri nri ba- other our servants and 

ronibus sccu nri attomaf et S^t^X'r'eiSS 

sollicitat' nris general pro of them prosecute or per- 

- tempore existen' quam omn' "^* ^"^ ""^^^ *P ^ P«>»e- 

^ f - , • -^ > ^ re *^^" any wnt or sum- 

et smgni ai ministr et Ottl- mons of Quo warranto or 

ciar* nris qnibuscnnq^ qnod any other writ orprocw 

v^t^r ""f !P" J^^"" ^?? ^^'"1^ ""^^ Z;or%^en,and^IIi^ 

Quo ww aliqnis aliquod bre sen sumo* gesses of the borough a* 

'''"''• nieon' de Quo Warranto sive ™"^t"*^> °f ^1 ^^ ^^*^«* 

,. 1 i. 1 > 1 ®* them, for any causes, 

aliqnod aim bre vel process' things, matters, offences, 

9sus pfat' major' aldros et claims, or usurpations by 

i_ * ,1 • ~j« ^> ^ them duly claimed, done, 

burgens burgi pdict aut eojj «temptei, or had befbr^ 

aliquem vel aliquos pro ali- the day of the execntion 

quibus otusis rebu, materijs t^^^^-^^^^ 

onens clameis aut usuipa* caused these our lectenlo 
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fiitf per ijPos debe clamat' U- be made patent : Witness 

aitat' attemnt' sen hahit' ati. ourselves at Westminster 
siiat anempi sen naoit an- ^^^^ eighteenth day of 

te diem confec^n* psentia March in the fifth year of 

prosequant aut prosequi fa- ^'^ '®'^- 

ciant sea permittant ant eo^ By writ of Privy Seal. 

aliqnis prosequi faciat seu PIGOTT. 

permittat. In cujus rei, &c. 

Tettibus Rege et Regina a- 

pnd Westm' decimo octavo 

die Martij. 

9 Bre' de Privat' Sigitt. 

Thh i$ a true Copy, from the Origisial \ 

Record remaviing in the Chapel qf 
the RoUt, having been examined. 

JOHN KIPLING, 
Nov. 1626. 



CONTENTS. 



PAGE« 

Saxon Chronicle relating to Warwick ---... 6 

Domesday Book ------------ 7 

Leland's Itinerary ----------- g 

Gilds and early corporations «.----.. IQ 

First Charter incorporating the Burgesses of Warwick, 

37 Henry VIII. 5th May, 1546 ------ 12 

Foundation of the Free School -------- l5 

Second Charter, 1 and 2 Philip and Mary, 12th Nov. 1553 19 

Charter of Inspeximus, 2 Elizabeth, 25th Feb. 1560 - 25 

Sir Thomas White's Charity --26 

Information against the Corporation, 1 i James I. 1613 30 

Decree of Lord Ellesmere, 13 James I. 28th Nov. 1616 31 
Decree of Lord Keeper Coventry, 13 Charles I. 17th July 

1638 32 

Contested Election and Parliamentary Petition, 4 

Charles I. 35 

Test and Corporation Acts ---------38 

Third Charter, 16 Charles IL 13th October, 1665 - - 42 

Fourth Charter, 35 Charles IL 18th Dec. 1684 - * - 47. 

Goveroing Charter, & William and Mary, 18th March, 1694 49 
Account of destructive Fire at Warwick from the Harleian 

MSS. - - . 5a 

Warwick Fh-e Act, 6 and 7 William and Mary, 1694->5 - 51 
Decretal Order for the regulation of Sir Thomas White's 

Charity^ 10 Geo. L 20th Dec. 1722 - - - . 53 

Second Information against the Corporation, 1 736 - - 55 
Decrees of Lord Hardwicke, 11 Geo. II. 1737, and 13 

Geo. IL 1739 - - - - 55 

Orders of Sequestration 8th Oct. and 18th Dec. 1742 - 56 

Opinion of Mr. Charles Yorke --.- - - - - - 58 

Order,Report, and Decree, 1777 and 1779 - - - - 60 

Mandamus, 1803 63 



Ivi 

Lord Warwick's letter to the Burgesses dated 24tlK Sept. 

1799 64 

Loid Warwick*s letter to Alderman Edwards^ 20th Feb. 

1802 70 

Last Order for increase of stipends^ 4rc. 58 Geo. IIL dated 

22d Jan. 1818 - - 72 

Pr£ssnt statb of the Cobpobation ----- 73 

Office of Mayor ----^-------75 

Aldermen • -------------76 

The Assistant Burgesses ----------81 

The Town Clerk 81 

The Borough Magistrates --.-• 82 

The Estates and Accounts -..------83 

The funds and disbursements of the Corporation - - 84 
Sir Thomas White's chaiity ---.----85 

Letter from the Town Clerk of Nottingham, 28th Dec. 

1814 85 

The Free Grammar or College School 87 

Determination of the right of Election ----- 95 
Conclusion --.----------97 



/ 



APPENDIX. 



• 



Doomsday relating to Warwick - - - - - - -101 

Leland*s Itinerary relating to Warwick - - - - - 102 

Commission of the Peace, 1 James L- - - - • -107 

Index to the Black Book of the Corporation of Warwick 111 
List of Fees in the Rolls Chapel -- - - - 7 -114 

Seal of the Borough of Warwick ------ -115 

List of Harleian Manuscripts relating to the Town, Castle, 

County, and Earb of Warwick - - - - - -117 

Abstract of Poor-Rate Returns - •» - - - - - -119 

Abstracts of Population-Act Returns - - - - - *120 

List of Public and Prirate Charities in Warwick - - - 121 



LETTER. 



TO THE BUHGES^SES Ot 

27ke Borough of Warmch. 

1 ilAY safely affirm^ that no corporate Borough 
or City in England perisesses more liberties and 
frandiises, or more adequate funds for all pur- 
poses*. 6f public improvement and charity^ than 
the BeRcnJOH* of Warwick. There are no intel* 
lige»l or well'-infontaed persons amongst you #hb 
do' not know that^ however useful and e^cpedient 
Coi^MMraftidns may have been in former tam9^> 
their present utility, or,- more correctly, the ad* 
va&tiEige of their good mixed Vrfth evil, has be- 
come questionable. It has been generally c(m^ 
stdered by all modem writers and authorities xm 
public wealth]^ that they have survived their vitili** 
ty, and diat very great reforms and amendments 
in &eii* administration (particularly the gaieral 
intiloductibn of the popular principle of electioh)(y 
ase decedsary to adapt them to llie phrposes of 
the present age#* But be this as it may^. certain 



It is that few towns possess more corporate ad- 
vantages, none fewer dftV-advantages of a Corpo- 
ration, if rightly administered, than your own. 

That YOU should have the full enjoyment of 
those privileges and advantages ; that you should . 
be enabled to discharge th^ sacred duty of hand- 
ing them down to your posterity uninjured, if 
not ' improved, it is necessary for yon to know 
what those rights really are. Yon cannot other- 
wise judge how far you are now possessed or de- 
prived of them, — ^you cannot appreciate or defend 
civil rights and advantages of which you are igno- 
rant. Very few of you are informed of the ex- 
tent of your municipal privileges ; none, I may 
sav, are acquainted with their history and origin, 
or how they have been administered. 

To supply' such useful knowledge, in a brief^ 
faithful, and temperate narrative, is the object of 
these pages ; and if I attain the end in view, I 
shall be amply compensated, by your instruction 
and benefit, for any '^ filthy splashing of vulgar 
abuse," — any misconception or impeachment of 
my motives, which the publication of these pages 
may occasion. I beg that no member of the Cor- 
poration, and no Burgess, will suspect that any 
insinuations, or covert unmanly imputations, are 
even secretly conveyed in this pamphlet : what I 
mean I honestly and plainly write, without fear or 
favour ; and I scorn to adopt the modem fiishion- 
able habit of a part of the public Press, by dealing 
in personal abuse and slander. On the other band, 
a conscience-stricken man will sometimes take a 



|[eneral observation for a personal one :^ when 
corruption in general is censared without impli* 
cation of individuals, he that conceives or declares 
himself offended^ stands convicted by his own evi- 
dence, and confesses his guilt before be is accused. 
It is impossible to escape this offence, nor do I 
wish it— 

*' Vinbcn caps among a crowd are thrown. 
What fits each man he calls his own !'* 

You are all of you, more or less, acquainted 
with the history of your country — of the ancient 
British laws and institutions of government. Their 
original and successive forms and changes are in- 
volved in the history of the Saxons, the Danes, 
and the Normans, who successively invaded En- 
gland, and partially introduced their several cus- 
toms, laws, and legaL institutions. I will only re- 
mark here, that the political institutions of our 
Saxon ancestors were undoubtedly of a popular 
character ; that is to say, their civil magistracy, 
from the King to the lowest municipal officer, was 
elective. The Sheriff, the Magistrates, the Mu.- 
nicipal Officers of every degree, were elected by 
the People at large, although many of our histori- 
cal writers have -denied the fact, and endeavoured 
to conceal its truth. I do not mention these past cir- 
cumstances, or what once was, as any rule for what 
now should be. The appeals to antiquity, for the 
origin and assertion of our civil rights, are justly 
ridiculed, because no poUtical claims are advanced 
in the present day but on their intrinsic merit and 
utility. Old times are now regarded as the in- 



fancy^ not the maturity of the world.^ But I men* 
tiou them merely to note^ that the institutions of 
England were antiently founded on principles of 
civil freedomj whatever changes or subversion of 
the popular hbeities might have subsequently 
taken place. 

The inroad of the Normans^ it is well known^ 
introduced the Feudal System, — a system of 
placing the man^ under the political government 
4M^d spoil of x)ii^few. The Norman customs and 
law-craft quickly ^^uperseded the ancient simple 
i^nd popular judicature of local courts, and the 
elective magistracy ; and it was a long, a forlovn 
period, before the liberties of the country were re- 
covered and improved. At length various causes^ 
such as the contentions oi the ' Kings and Ba^ 
ron^, which rendered the People a third party 
of the eatate, in as muck as they were akernately 
Qourted and politically benefited by the two for- 
pier contending partiesr ; the ait of Printing, and 
tbe diffusion of education ; the Reformation ; and 
especially the progress of trade and commerce 
svnd international intercourse \ burst the bondls eil 
foiikdal vassalage, and ultimately obtained for the 
People the gradual re&toration and extension of 
their political rights. To enter on any l^^toricftt 
detail on these iateresting and knportant facto 



(1) Our famous tpwn^maa^ Loud Robert Bsooke, well re^ 
mafj^s — '^Why shpuld you stanid so. much, upon prec^dents^^ 
Xlie times hereafter will be good or bad 3 if good, prQcedeul^ 
will do no harn^ : if bad^ power will make a way where it finds 
nofw.'* 



iMNddy however^ be foreign to my present par-» 
pose^ and I shall therefore only generally mention^ 
tihftt the institution of Corporations, (or the po*- 
litical incoi^ration of the Inhabitants of a Town^ 
for the purpose of local government, the promo- 
tion and protection of trade, and the administra- 
tkm of charitable fnnds)^ was a most useful barrier 
against the usurpations and spoilage of the feu- 
dal lords; and in its consequences, most cer- 
tainly beneficial to the general interests of the 
kingdom. It is not surprising, that in those early 
ages such institutions should hate been perverted 
to the sinister ends of private interest and injuri- 
ous monopoly ; the abuse of a thing is no argu- 
ment against its use : and, undoubtedly, many in- 
stitutions, or certain parts of them, which were 
then of great pnblic utility, may nnw be of cor- 
responding detriment. 

The general antiquarian history of the Borough 
is well known to you, and the history of the town 
by your intelligent and respected neighbour, the 
Reverend William Field, of Leam,i contains a col- 
lection of all that former antiquarians and topo- 
graphical Tenters bad recorded. 

] shall not waiider into the obscure times of the 
Romans^ who are said to have had a station near 
Warwick, or examine into the credibility of the 
traditions of John Rous,^ whose amalgamation of 



* I J ■ ■ p 



(1) An Historical and Descriptive Account of the Town and 
Castle of Warwick, &c. 1815. 

(2')- Jbannis Rossi Antiquarii War^censisr Historia Regum 
AngluB, 8to. 1745. 
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truth and ficti<m cannot now be analysed^ becanse 
it will throw no light on the present inquiry. 
The earliest authentic historical mention of the 
town is in the ancient Saxon Chronicle^ where^ 
under the date A.D. 913^ is the following notice: 
" This year, by the permission of God, went 
Ethelfleda, Lady of M ercia, with all the Mercians, 
to Tamworth, and built the fort there in the fore 
part of the summer, and before Lammas, that at 
Stafford : in the next year, that at Eddesbury, in 
the beginning of the summer ; and in the same 
year, late in the autumn, that at Warwick." ^ 

The earliest national or political record of the 
town is contained in that ancient and valuable 
survey of England, entitled Domes-Day Book 
(circa 1081^) the report of Commissioners, made 
in the reign of William the Conqueror, by his 
order, and the concurrence of Parliament, on sur- 
veys or inquisitions of the several counties, hun- 
dreds, tithing!?, &c. Spelman terms it, " if not 
the most ancient, yet, without controversy, the 
most venerable monument of Great Britain/' An 
early writer declares that it was done to the in- 
tent that every man should be satisfied with his 
own right, and not usurp with impunity what be- 
longed to another. Other persons have supposed 
that its object was to facilitate and promote the 
royal ends of fiscal extortion and taxation. How- 
ever this might be, it is a most valuable and au- 



(1) The Saxon Chronicles, edited by the Rev. J. Ingram^ 
1823: Translation^ p. 130. 



thentic document' of national history. Of the nm^ 
nicipal government of Warwick we learn nothing 
from its pages^ but the following extract of that 
portion of it, relating to the survey of the Borough, 
will be interesting to the present inhabitants. 

" In the Burgh of Warwic the King hath in 
hrs demeasn 1 13 houses, and the King's Barons 
have 112, of all which the King hath his tax/' — 
The Survey then notes all the Bishops, Abbats, 
Earls, and Barons that were possessed of thosd 
houses. Nothing further of the Burgesses and 
Burg to any purpose, except these words — '" In 
ipso Burgo XIX Burgenses^ qui habent xix Man-- 
suras cum Saca Sg Soca 8f omnibus consuetudi^ 
nihuSy 8s ita habebant T. R. E. — In this Burg there 
are nineteen Burgesses who had nineteen houses, 
with jurisdiction, protection, and all customs, or 
forfeitures incurred in them, and so it was in 
King Edward's time." ^ 

The Borough was undoubtedly of ancient and 
considerable consequence, from the circumstance 
of its early representation in Parliament. The 
commencement of this inestimable and distin- 
guished privilege cannot be ascertained, but Prynne 
gives a concurrent list of its Representatives from 
the 26 Edward I. to 12 Edward IV., with copies 
of several writs of summons and expenses, then 
extant in the Tower. ^ And by a finding of the 



(1) Brady's Historical Treatise of Cities and Burgs, or Bo- 
roughs : and Appendix^ No. I. 

(2) Prynne 8 Writs, part iv. p. 1147-50: WilUs's Notitia 
Parliamentaria, 
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I{ous^ •f CSominona, A.D. 1638, 0& a coq^ 
tested return^ it wa» resc^^edy '^ That the v%ht 
(mT election for the Town of Wao^iek belongelh 
to the Comrwmaltyr ^ 

I p«A» over tbe frequeut maDaacript mentilon of 
Warwick io tbe eooteations of the early civil wars 
of tbe Red aod the White Roaes, and tbe ocea-^ 
sional visits of royalty befoi^e tbe dynasty of thie 
Stuarts, as affcNrcKng no ^formation on the rights 
of tbe iababitaRts or the civil government of the 
town. Tbe interestiiig Rmerary^^ alac^, of Leland 
the celebrated antifyaary, who^ in the veign ef 
Henry Vlil,, about tbe year I5i3&^by virtue of a 
commissian uiadsr tbe gi^eat sea]> perambulated 
tbe kingd<»ai> ini search of obj^ets^ of antiqjuity and 
public records, gives no clue to the ovigiu' of the 
eivil government of the Borot^h. The account 
of the town^ however, is sO' interesting, thai) I ginri^ 
it entire iu the Appendix, copied in- its ^ ^euera^ 
ble orthography," from tbe original manuscript 
prieserved in the Bodleian library,. Oxfbud.^' 

The piety and- munificei^ce of our Roman- Ca^ 
tholic ancestors founded and endowed varioua le^ 
ligious and eleemosynary establishments where 
the resident poor and travelling mendicants were 
supported and: employed. It is unnecessary tb 
particularize these several institutions^ as theyare 
all now decayed or suppressed^) the greafer part 
having been confiscated by Henry VIIL, and their 



(1) Commons Journals^ ultimo May\i,, 4^ Csr, I* 1^8. 

(2) Appsndix^ No. II. 



objects terminated in the iotrodnction of the Re* 
formation. Their origin and history are "buried 
deep in the obscurity of time," and what little is 
known of their revenues and administration is 
collected in the different antiquarian works.^ I 
dball only note, as a grateful tribute of respect and 
obligation to our Catholic Ancestors, that they 
were the first founders of our charitable and pub- 
lic institutious ; that tbey tended the poor and un- 
fortunate, and first cultivated literature and spread 
education ; arid that, though they may have abused 
the possession of political pov^er, and introduced 
errors and persecution iiito t}ie Christian religion^ 
yet they probably did * no more than would have 
been done by any other political party, or any 
other religious estabUshment -so long possessed 
of power, in such unenlightened and barbarous 
times. We should recollect that their jerrors have 
been grossly exaggerated, and their good deeds 
studiously concealed ; and may it never be forgot- 
ten, that they were our ancestors — our parents, 
from whom all that is sacred, valuable, and inter- 
esting, of olden times, is derived and bequeathed 
to lis ; — and if there are those amongst us of an- 
cient and noble families, who still honestly and 
disinterestedly retain (amidst civil disabilities, pre- 
judice, and political temptations) the religious 
fidth and peculiar opinions of our common ances- 



(1) Dugdale's Monasticon: Tanner's Notitia Monastica 
Dugdale*s fVarmckshire, &c* * 

C 
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try, let ud respect them as fellow citizens^ and 

AGREE TO DIFFER. 

Besides the religious houses, there were also 
in Warwick Gilds, or companies and fraternities 
of the inhabitants, which, indeed, may be consi- 
dered as a sort of original Corporation. The form- 
ation of these associations has been traced to the 
Saxon law, which obliged every freeman of four- 
teen years old to find securities to keep the peace ; 
hence the origin of neighbours entering into a 
sort of club, in being bound for each other, either 
to produce him who committed an offence, or to 
make satisfaction to the injured party : they raised 
a sum of money, or severally contributed a peri- 
odical payment to a common fund ; and when one 
of their pledges had committed an offence, and 
fled, they rendered satisfaction out ot this stock, 
by payment of money according to the offence.^ 
Whatever may have been the origin of Gilds, they 
were certainly in use in England, in all the larger 
towns and villages, long before any royal licence 
sanctioned them. As trade and manufactures,— 
the population and opulence of towns increased, 
the objects of these fraternities enlarged, and it 
probably became necessary to obtain legal consti- 
tutional powers of incorporation ; the sagacity of 
our Kings also discovered the eligibility of grant- 
ing privileges and immunities in exchange for 



(1) Madox, Fitma Burgi: Brady's Historical Treatise on 
Boroughs, and History • Anderson's History of Commercey 
vol. i., &c. . 
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I 

emUrUnUums and hmevolences^ towards their per- 
sonal pleasures^ their foreign wars, and their con- 
tentions against the Barons. Moreover, on the 
dissolution of the religions houses by Henry VIII., 
and the great change in the ecclesiastical system, 
it became necessary to provide for the poor, and 
to divert the waters of charity into new channels; 
Hence the origin and general introduction into 
England of Corporations. There are some Corpo- 
rations that exist by prescription^ or long custom, 
bnt the greater number, which form the local go- 
vernment of the EngUsh Cities and Boroughs, are 
created by Royal Grant or Charter, — written in- 
struments on parchment, legally termed L£IT£Rs 
Patent, sealed with the great seal of England. 
These deeds convey and vest the public property 
in tnist with certain persons, nominated as trus- 
tees, for the uses specified in the instruments, 
and enact roles for the conduct of the tnistees, with 
certain powers of filling up vacancies in their cor- 
porate body, occasioned by death, retirement, or 
removal. The Charter is enrolled in a public 
ofiice, — ^THE Rolls Office of the Chancery, 
Chancery Lane, London ; and a duplicate copy is, 
or ought to be, in the town-chest or records of 
the Borough to whom the Letters-Patent are 
granted. Accurate indexes of all the numerous 
City and Borough Charters of several past centu- 
ries are kept at this ofiice, and open to the inspec- 
tion of any persons who pay the customary fees 
of search, and who may read the original roll, or 
obtain an ofificial copy of it, if required, at certain 
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charges. These rails are^ with very few except 
tions^ in singular preservation* They are writtea 
however, unfortunately, in a barbarous law^latin 
tongue, with numerous contractions, and are only 
legible or understood by the few who have de*- 
voted themselves to the study of the old court 
hands and the translation of ancient records. 

Where several successive charters have been 
given to a town, the last is called the Governing 
Charter, But it is. an established maxim of Cor-» 
poration law, by legal decisions in various report* 
ed cases, that former customs and chairtered 
powers, when not contradictory of the governing 
charter, are binding, and may be maiatained. 

But to return to Wai'wick* — We meet with 
many instances in which the ^' Bailiff and Bur- 
gesses " of Warwick are mentioned prior to tlie' 
Reformation ; and it has been surmised, that such 
descriptions evidence early charters of incorpoia^ 
tion now lost and unknown. But this des^natia% 
doubtless, only refened to the bailiff or steward 
of the manorial lord ; and by tbcj name Burgesses 
was nierely understood the proprietors, and inha* 
bitants of the old burgage^ tenures. 

The Corporation of Warwick was created by 
Henry VIII., by patent, or charter, bearing date 
in the 37th year of his reign, 5th May, 1546.1 

This Charter may be properly termed a trust. 
In every trust three characters are essentially and 



(1) The title — "Quinta pars Paten* de anno regni Regis 
Henrici Octavi tricesimo septinK).'* 



13 

indispensably concerned — 1. the Trustors : 2. the 
Trustees : 3. the intended Benefitees. This sab-* 
division kept in the mind of the reader will save 
an amplitude of words. 

. In this original Charter of Henry VII L, the 
King was the trustor^ and constitutes the JBur- 
gesses at large the trustees of certain therein de-* 
scribed freeholds, tithes, and other property, to 
receive the rents and proceeds, and apply them 
for the oommon benefit and good of the Burgesses 
and Inhabitants of the Town of Warwick, and 
more particularly to maintain certain objects espe- 
ciaUy named in the Charter. He empowers them 
1;o have a corporate seal for the objects of the 
above trust only, and by the general name of ^^ The 
Burgesses of Warwick" to sue or be sued in legal 
proceedings. ■ 

Two principal and paramount objects appear in 
the grant of these public funds and corporate pri- 
vileges, viz. the endowment and due preservation 
of the established religion of the kingdom, and 
the foundation of a public grammar school for 
the edncatioa of the children of the Burgesses 
and Inhabitants^ It will, of course, be recol- 
lected, that the suppression of th^ religious houses, 

'I ■ ■ 111! I I I 

(1) The perusal of the Original Record will satisfy any one 
(not desirous of abridging this invaluable right) that the Inha- 
hHants, or residents, are most specially named in the Charter as 
eligible to and interested in this and all other rights of the 
town. The preamble of the Charter says — '^Ad dilectos subditos 
iK>stros Inhabitantes Ville Warwici pro eorum universo com- 
modo & communi utilitate incorporand'^ &c." But more on 
this subject hereafter. 
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and the entire change of the Roman Catholic 
cfanrch establishment, had sequestered, and for the 
most part vested in the crown, all the funds which 
had heretofore maintained the ministers of reli- 
gion, and defrayed the expenses of building and 
' repairing the edifices of religion and public wor- 
ship. Also, that the Catholic Prieathood had alone 
been hitherto entrusted with the education of 
youth. Hence it became necessary to provide for 
these two great objects of national importance**- 
the Church, and Public Education. 

The salaries accordingly ordered to be paid an- 
nually by the trustees (the Burgesses) were as 
follows: — ^ tl 

To the Vicar of St. Mary (such Vicar 

to be appointed by the Crown) - 20 

To a Master of the Town Free School 

(appointmentreserved to the Crown) 10 

Two(>haplains, aSexton, &c. to be pro- 
vided and paid by the Burgesses. 

A continual vicarage is then established, and 
endowed with a house and annual salary of ^40, 
and it is ordered that the said vicar '^ shall be in 
the place of Rector,— ^Ao// mqike his residence 
therein, and maintain hospitality, — shall take 
daily care of the parishioners^ — shall do andper^ 
form all other things that are sworn to belong to 
the office of Rector or Vicar ^^ &c. 

The foundation of the school being a very pe- 
culiar and specially worded clause, I give the ori- 
ginal and translation in parallel columns. 
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CHARTER. TRANSMTION. 

Ac ULTl IU8 SCIATIS q<t No8 Akd fortber know ye, 

Bingulari ducti amore & af- iL^^^Xf '^^J^i^! 

fectn qao Subditi Regni nri tion which we bear in no 

impuberes infra defm Com small degree towards the 

^* .*. ^ . youthful subjects of our 

nrm Warr non pa^ psequim"" reahn within our County 

tit imposteram ab incumabu- of Warwick, in order that 

lis policiorib3 imbuti tris qm [jTsJ^uct'^fforfhei™ 

ante nra tempora erat solir dies in more polite litera- 

cum ad pvectiorem devene- *^^^ *^*° 7^ heretofore 

* . accustomed, when they 

nnt etatem eradiciores eva- shall attain a more ad- 
dent, sic nimini existimantes danced age, they may go 

-c, ,. x/'^v. A 1* forth more learned: thua 

liiCdiam Xpi Anghcanani cu- truly thinking, that the 

jus vices in terr immediate English Church of Christ 

^A«^«v*9 •^^•^ .^:«^.-» ;•* -^ *--^ (whose office on earth we 

genm^ non mmus m re tra- immediately bear) ought, 

ria doct' qm pnidentib3 ad for the universal benefit 

Xiniv^SUm Regni nri COffiodum ofourrealm,tobeadorned 

.J " . J ,. and embellished, not less 

Oman decorariq^ quandam h- with learned than discreet 

feam Scolam in dda villa War- men : We do, by tenor of 

wici de nno Magro sive peda- fS;\S%ltuad1 

gago tenore psenciii realir ordain,tnake,and establish 

& ad plenii cream^ erigim^ acertJdnFREBScH0OI,i^ 

g. , Q 1. Q r. . o o the saidTown of Warwick. 

fiindam^ ordmam^ taam^ & of one Master or School- 

stabilim^ppetuis fdturis tem- master 3 and we will and 

.11 ^ ~ . ^ 1 •!• • command, by these pre- 

ponb3 duratur ac sic stabilin ^^^t^^ tte%aie to be es- 

& imppm inTiolabilit: obser- tablished and inviolably 

va,-ivolum^&inbem^ppen- J„J«^,«^^^^^^^^ 

tes, et qd diet Scola sic p Nos by us so founded, created, 

fundat' creat' erect* & Stabi- erected, and established, 

!• » 1 -D^wv «-.- ^ ./% 4^ shall be for ever nomi- 

ht Vulgant'^lJCltoljjei^CtoC nated.caUed.andcoinmoii. 

^&COle of WSOAOghe imppm lyoiUtledllieKing'sNew 
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VOCet' noiet' & appellef; Ac School of Warwick: And 

qd in eadem Scola erit Ma- ^^^ '°u *nl **■"* « 'T* 

• • T» 1 there shall be one Master 

gist sive Pedftgogus p Nos or Schoolmaster, by ixs 

& snccessores riros de tein- ^"^ ^^^ successors, from 

. ^ - J. o *^™^ *^ time/ to be no- 

pore m tempus noiand & ap- minated and appointed 5 

punctuand, qui quidem Ma- ^^^^^ Master or Schqol' 

gis? sive Pedagogus sic p No-s TtT ^^ V;oi"„ted:t 
noiat' sen appanctuaf p no- will and command by 
men Magri sive Pedaffoffi doe *KT^ presents, shall be 

cj 1 ~ T7-11 T»r . . called, named, and deno- 

Ocole nre ViUe Warmci vo- minated by the name of 

Cef appellet^ & nuncupef^ Master or^Schooln^afiteir 
Z^dA^ ^ : j^ • o^ our said school of the 

ipmq, pjdem nomen VOCan Town of Warwick ^ and 

& imppih nuncnpari volufn^ that be by the same ofDi^ 

&jubem^p psentes. Aceci- ^^^all be called and denij- 

1 Q J. • 1 Tt /? mmated for ever : And 

am volum^ qd idem Magis^ we also will that the sidd 

ter sive Pedagogus & sue- Master or Schoolmaster, 

^ • -x/r '^ ' ' Ti 1 ^"^ bis successois, Mas- 

Cessores SUl Magn sive Peda^ ters or Schoolmasters of 

gogidce Scolenre VilleWar- the said school of o^r 

Wici lieant & hebunt success Town of Warwick, mav 

and shall have perpetual • 

sionem ppetuam & sint psone succession, and be peiv 
habiles & capaces tam ad re- ^^"f ^bl^ and capably ^» 

J. . J. .1 . o well to receive and take 

Cipiend&pquirendsibl& sue- to himself and his succes- 

ce8Sorib3 suis Magris sive Pe- sors. Masters or School- 

dagogis ejusdem Scok de p- SXre'ridZ^^^^^^^ 
dcis Burgensib3 VilleWarwici of the said Town of War- 
pdicf quendara anoualem ^^^^' * ^^***^" y^*^'^ 

J J.. . . rent, pension, or annuity 

redditum pensionem sive of ^lo a year, with a 
annuitatem decern libra^ p clause of distress for s^ 
annii cum clausula distric- IZ'J "f Pf y""""' "{^'^ 

^, , «»^»-»xv, same, as also any other 

COlS p seCuritate solucois e- lands, tenements, posses- 

jusdem, qm eciam quecuna 'l"""^' ^'' hereditaments, 

T >> . o ^'l^ any persons or person 

alia tras tenJ possessiones & whatsoever, besides the 



f ^ 
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liereditamenta de qtdbas- wd yearly rent of jgio, 

^_ • •__ so that the same do not 

ciinq, psonis sive quacmnq, ^^^^^^ ,^^ ^^^^^1 ^^^, 
psona Tiltf ddm annualem of^lO ayear^ &c. 
redditum decern librai^, du- 
modo Don excrd annuu valo- 
rem decern libra^ p annu. 

Some objections have been raised to the eli- 
gibility of boys (not natives) the sons of inhabi- 
tants of the Borough, to the advantages of this 
school. No provision exists in this original Char- 
ter of foundation for limiting the school to native 
boys of the town; new settlers, therefore, who 
bring. their families, their property, and their in- 
dustry to a town, and moreover, by paying the 
town. dues and rates, become Burgesses of the 
Borough, are surely entitled to its liberties and 
advantages. Law and reason are equally iigainst 
a contrary construction. The object of the Charter 
is declared to be to benefit the inhabitants, not any 
particular class of them, but all ; the whole Bo- 
rough and the men of the Borough are the objects 
of the Charter. Nor can such arbitrary and illi- 
beral construction be maintained ; for a grant so 
general cannot be limited to any select body : nei- 
ther can a bye law justify or authorize such in- 
justice, for even if any bye law existed it must be 
invalid and illegal, being contrary to the Charter.^ 



(I) This is an established doctrine of the law. Indeed the 
Constitution or Common Law imposes on the King's Charters 
and on the King's Grantees consistency with the laws and sta- 

D 
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There k^ indeed^ wider Ibe above-cibed words of 
tbe Charter^ good gnHutd for eKtending to the 
Cotmty this eligibility, for this free scbool TFm 
evidently founded in Ken of the former place and 
modes of education (ftiider the ecclesimstics), and 
it is probable that the oooMy toa^n and ita col-* 
legiate church was the great place of resort for the 
education and preparation for College of the chil- 
dren of the oountr gentlemen. The intenticm of 
the Charter words, ^^ wiikin our said coUKitr t^ 
ff^wickj^^ is not that any acholfirs eould be boafd** 
ed there, but that such inhabitants of the County 
as chose to send their children int0 Warwick mighA 
participate in the benefits of the Free school. And 
anch extension and nse of the school, so &r fromhe^ 
ing any loss of advantage to the Burgesses^ vroviA^ 
as appears from tbe experience and condnctof <rther 
gveat pubUc schools thitmghoiit the kingdom^ evi<^ 
deotly be attended by beneficial results^ iaasmiick 
as the nambers and £une of a school are a proba* 
hie means of ensuring te itself good managemeat ; 
and to the poblic their interest in the adrantages 
whic9i it afibrds^ 

Sock are the few bat defined objects and tniats 
<3f the first Charter. It is observable that the 
Bmrgesses are nominated Trustees, without Ikni-* 
tatiiMi of any paiticaiar m|q>oiiited rr elected iraiflh* 



tutes of the realm. No hye law, contrary to tlie common law, 
can^ under Anj circumstances, or under any -charter, be sup- 
poited. See Qolh. 106. 1 1 H. I. 8 b. 34 b. 3 Ley. 264. 
Ghamberkia of Laadoa s Case ; and see 14 Hen. VII. €» 7, 
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her of ^mn* Gonwlembk danbC and difficiiity 
exist as to die precise cllerftcter of a Bur^sft at 
tint period aa distiact frofli an InhabitaEit. It ia, 
kowever, nttnecessary for any present purpose to 
dij^ess oa a nnhject wbick has perplexed soaie of 
dM* first legal and antif(nHfian writers. A Burgea» 
nmf have been a superior sort of freeman, the 
Feppesentative of an ancient burgage tenure, or 
merely an inhabitant contributcM! to the local 
levies, But be this as it may, it is ppohabte that 
they soen beeame too numerous i'ox an e^tecutwe 
body, and thait many inconveniiences arose from 
sncb an indisetimniale trust. Hence probdbJy o«v- 
ginated the subseqoent charter which vested the 
conduct of the pa&lie property and the regulation 
0S tbe nmnicipaj rights in di^ hands of a limited 
body 9elect€d from the Burgessea at iar^. 

We come now to the seeend Charter of Incw * 
poratim, 1 and 3 Flili^aad Mary, dated the l;2th 
November, 1&&3, The preambfe of this charter 
reeiles that ^ Whereas the inhttiitants of the Bo*- 
roogh of Warwick aforesaadi have had and eor 
joyed, within that Borough and ekewbere wiffthiii 
onrkiagdom, div»s fiimchises^ Ubesties, iree cub- 
toiM^ jurisdictions, privilegies, ejremptkms, and 
acquittances^ by reasoo and eonstnivtioit of tbe 
deeds, grants, and confirmations anciently made 
by? £on»er kings of Engkuid to the iobhabitcatts 
of the Boroogh aforesaid, which the same have 
not used or enjoyed for great length of time, by 
nseans whereof the^ Borough aforesaid bath su& 
fered no small injury and detriment, and is, almost 
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threatened with extreme rain ; and also the good 
government and order of the same is nearly ex* 
tinguished ; wherefore the inhabitants have hum- 
bly suppliccited ns, that we, for the purpose of re- 
storing the Borough aforesaid to its form/er good, 
state, and for the civil government thereof, and 
for the support and alleviation of the great hur*» 
dens, charges, and expenses which they have from 
time to time, and are likely more and more con«- 
tinually to bear and support, would vouchsafe to 
make, restore, and create the inhabitants of the 
Borough aforesaid into a body politic: We, there- 
fore, assenting to the prayer of the inhabttants^ 
aforesaid, 8^c., do make, ordain," 8fc. 

Other motives, however, perhaps in addition ta 
the above, actuated her Majesty to this act of 
grace, viz. the desire of ingratiating herself with 
the people, in order to carry into effect her design 
of restoring the Papal power. Her recent marriage 
with Philip of Spain had also just been made^ 
strongly against the feeling of the country, and the 
people considered themselves insulted by the go* 
vernment yielding to Spanish pride andpunetiHo^ 
in allowing Philip the title of King, and precedency 
over Mary, in the style of ^'Philip and Mixry^r^ 
But however moved to. grant this Charter, it was 



( 1 ) Our ancestors^ like their posterity John BuU^ w^e easily 
appeased. Philip drank their health m tankards of <Ue^ threivir 
handfuls of dollars among them^ &c. The historians write^ that 
he was a handsome man^ richly apparelled^ and was gallant to 
the ladies. Noailles, ^. 2I^A,', Contin^ Fabian^ i^\ ^ i Pot- 
Hnini, 3^2, . 
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undonbtedly^ at that period^ a most valuable royal 
donation. 

The Charter is a volmninons record : from a copy 
of the original roll and a translation before me I 
make the following abstract. The Patent incorpo- 
rates the " Town o. Warwick" by the style and de- 
scription of the '' Bailiff and Bargesses," with a com- 
mon seal. The jurisdiction is defined to extend over 
eight wards, and in length and breadth from Em- 
scott Bridge to the farther part of Long Bridge, 
and fram Fordwell Brook to Hampton Brook. 
Periodical perambulation of the borough is then 
joined, in order to continue and define the Bo- 
rough limits. ^^ Twelve of the' more honest and 
discreet men of the said Borough " are then 
aominated, for ^^ aiding and assisting " the Bailiff 
concerning all matters and businesses of the town, 
and who are to act for ^^ the public good and ad- 
vantage of the Borough and inhabitants.'' As a 
proof that this limited number was not intended 
to exclude the popular influence and advice, or to 
keep close and secret the business of the trust, the 
following remarkable clause follows: — " And that 
the said Bailiff and twelve Burgesses may make, 
constitute, and admit, from time to time, from the 
more discreet inhabitants of the said Borough, as 
many other Burgesses of the same Borough as 
they, in their discretion, shall think proper." The 
following subordinate otiicers are then appointed : 
a' Recorder; a Serjeant at Mace; a Clerk of the 
Market ; a Town Clerk ; and a Public Crier. A 
Mr.Wigston was appointed the Recorder^ and with 
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Ike Bailiff for the time betog^ was nominated « 
Magistrate of the Borough — that office^ therefiirrjr 
-vas not then a mete keoMmry or nsefesa sqipomt>^ 
me«l. Tbe madbHis aod &irs> are then a|>poiated> 
TheCourt-Uovse- la then ordained tD< be the Cem-^ 
BMQ Hall of tike Bailiff cncj Burgessts, ^f^ aU 
and all mtt's of matters^ &c.'' appertttininp to the 
ia^mm and paMir hiKineas. The Booth, or Markets 
pkee Hofast, b directed toi be kept for the e(m-^ 
veflirace of the town and straugevs attending maiv 
kete: and fatrau The Bailiff and tmehe Burgesses 
are to meet on Miefaaelmas>*dbu^, and assign twa 
o£ th«ir iwiRher^ ^' tioA the other inen mhaUkmto 
cif the same boffongh then} and there present^ cw 
tiie majar part of them, may choose one of the 
twHDf to the oflBtte of Bailiff for oae entire- jear/^ A 
sneceeding ckutse then diveetSy that when any as-* 
MsianliBaiigesa2 shall «jfe«dfe©tt#o/<Ai? Batnmgh;^ 



(ly Vko itnee el eostemi isi remarkahlein tibe obsenvance of 
Sunday. By this Charter twofxaarkfit days a week are consti* 
tuted> viz, Thursday^ and " every Sabbath day !" A few weeks 
since a Leeds hair-dresser was fined in the penalty of five shiL-. 
Bngs*^ and ten shillings costs, for exercising his craft on Sun- 
day^ A dteeat appeacaace in a place of womhip wb» formerly 
Qoaudftred so. desirable^ tJhit Ifae opeistioo was peribrmfid in 
church -yards y and indeed it was an ancient custom foe our 
barb-arous ancestors to ptactice their art and mystery in attend-, 
ing there before matins, which liberty was terminated by a spe- 
ml proybi*ib» of^ Richaid^ Fkmm3rng, Bishop of Eincohiv 
A.B. 140^ 

{2)\ These tweiye BurgesseB were, ^ course^ aaswerabki to 
the modern name oi Aldegmien, a general and antient designa^ 
tlon of ^' great men/* but not applied to a capital Burgess 
till s later period*. 



S3 

or for anj other caase be remoireil^ ot shall die$ 
another Biirgess shall be elected bytfaeBaiKffaud 
ramming eleven to fill up the vacancy* Tim 
Charter grants the Court Leet. It then giTes a 
xDfMiicipAl and penal local jctrifldiction, power of 
imposing fines, execution againat goads, personal 
nnprisonment, forfeitare of goods .of felons, cer^ 
tain officers to set the assize of faimd, wine$ 
weights^ and measures, piecage and stallage, fte.^ 
wvth the grant to the " Bailiff and Burgesses " of 
sending two members to Parliament.^ 

This Charter waa indi^mtably a rduaUe gift to 
the torwH* As its population and trade increased, 
and as the fnnds of Henry the Birth's tmst he« 
came larger, firc»n the increase of property, it be«* 
came necessary tha/t a more regular municipal go- 
TvmiBBent and local magistracy of the Borough 
should be established* The vahie of the local 
dvil jwiMliction was raestimaHe, «k1 gaFe that 
judicial adTantage to Boroughs which was already 
given to Counties in the magistracy, — bringing 
hack the Saxon principle of territorial courts^ and 
giviog the poor man justice at his own door, and 
within his means. It is obsenrable, that under this 



(1) Although the words of this Charter seem to limit the 
psiirametitary franchise to the BailifF tind Btirg«sses ^meatiing 
tte Capital Burgesses)^ such liioitattoa caertaidy, by tlie findiagt 
of the House of Commons^ was neither law or custom. Indeel^ 
the preamble of this Charter of 1553 recites^ that the Borough 
" has, and from time whereof the memory of man runneth not 
to the contrary, hath been accustomed to have, tw» Snrgesset 
ofihe mme Borough in every PurUament," t&e. 
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Charter all the offices (except, perhaps, the most 
subordinate ones) were not salaried, but grratni- 
tously filled. Residency is also here ori^nally 
and expi^ssly enjoined, as a qualification of fitness 
for a Borough office ; and who but local and resi- 
dent officers can possess an intimate or due know- 
ledge of the interests and condition of those for 
whose service they are appointed ? The periodical 
annual change of the Bailiff, or-Chief Magistrate, 
was also an excellent provision, and needs a vety 
brief exposition. To say nothing of the constitu- 
tional principles of our government, no one will 
deny that this principle is consistent with common 
sense and every-day experience. A permanent 
magistrate may acquire an influence, and derive an 
interest, that might affect the disinterestedness of 
his administration, or bring upon it suspidou or 
obloquy : particularly where the office is gratui- 
tous and voluntary, the permanent performance of 
its duties would be unjustly burdensome on the 
individual. Persons, also, may in time enter pub- 
lic life better qualified for office than a late incum- 
bent. If an official man has been a corruption- 
hunter, he will scarcely, if the office is an annual 
one, expose his character and past conduct to scru- 
tiny, by offering himself a second time to choice. 
^^ Seven-year-old Mayors,*' or even the continu- 
ance in office of gentlemen for three years, are not 
desirable or justifiable on principle ; for however 
honestly they may discharge their duties, the above 
reasons prove that they will not have credit for 
their pains and generous devotion to the public 
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good» Onr Statate-Book attests the possible — the 
probable abases, of permanent authority.^ At all 
events, wise men will not place themselves in soch 
suspicions situations. 

The third Borough Patent I have met with is 
dated in the second year of Qaeen Elizabeth^ 
2&th February! 1560. It is a charter of Inspexi- 
mus and confirmation, the immediate canse or mo- 
tive for which it is unnecessary to investigate. Tlie 
following is a translation of the preamble and rati- 
fication « 

EUZABETH, by the Grace of God, of Englaiid, 
France, and Ireland Qaeen, Defender of the Faith, &€• 
To all to whom these present Letters shall come send* 
eth greeting : We have inspected the Letters Patent of 
our Lord Philip and Lady Mary, our most dear sister, 
lately King and Queen of England, ihade as follows,-^ 
Philip and Mxair, by the Grace of God, King and Qneen 
of England, France, Naples, Jerusalem, and Ireland*, 
Defender of the Faitb^ Princes of Spedn and Sicily, Afch^ 
dnkes of Austria, Dukes of Milan, Burgundy, and Bra* 
bant. Counts of Flanders, Hapsburg, and Tirol, To all 
to whom these present Letters shall come . sendeth 
greeting; Whereas our Boro' of Warwick, in our Coun- 
ty of Warwick, is an ancient Borough, ^c. : We 
therefore, ratifying the aforesaid Letters Patent, and all 
and singular other the things therein contained, do, for 
ourselves, our heirs and successors, as uaudi as in us 
lies> acce]^ and appi^ove the awne, and do ratify and 



mi l " 'I' I <i«^»»*tii « 



(1) See St8tatet» 9 kjxn. cap. 20, sec. 8: U & 14 tlar. II. 
cap. 12. sec. 15. Also, a recently published arad excellent 
pamphlet*^'' Ohsefvatiom upon the Municiptil Bodies in Cities 
and Towns incorporated by Royal Charters, within England 
and Walts, %R.F. Crttdcn :" Ltmdon, 18!K». 

E 



<i^^ 
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confirm to our well-beloved the present BiailiflF and Bur-* 
gesses of the said Boro' of Warwick, and their success 
sors^ as the aforesaid Letters Patent in themselves rea- 
sonably testify: In witness whereof we have caused 
these our Letters to be made patent. As witness our- 
selves at Westminster, the 25th day of February, in the 
second year of our Reign. 

About this period a most valuable charity was 
founded by Sir Thomas White, an Alderman of 
London, by the investinent of the sum of ^1400 
in land, in trust, the proceeds to l)e rateably di- 
vided between certain corporations of the midland 
counties, of which, by the original deed, and by 
subsequent decrees of the Cotirt of CJhancery, 
four-sevenths of the iiett produce of these lands 
is directed to be paid^ once in every five years, to 
the Corporation of Warwick, for the purpose 
of assisting young tradesmen^ " inhabitants, being 
of good fame," in setting up in business, by the 
free loan of ^50, on finding good security for 
nine years* How far the Corporation of Warwick ' 
faithfully adffiinister this trust will be matter of 
inquiry and observation in my after pages ; I only 
mention the charity here to preserve my chrono- 
logical order,^ 

I ' I 

(1) By the last returns under the Property Tax it appears 
that the annual value of the charitable donations and funds of 
Great Britain is ^1,028,993, 8«. lOrf. ! viz. 

lEngland ^972,396 11 

Wales - - - 3,519 13 11 

Scotland 53,077 3 11 

1 

Gteat Britain - - ^1,028,993 8 10 



N 
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The extraordinary increase in the value of En- 
glish charity property is too well known to re- 
quire any instances. Money vested in land many 
centuries since has not only increased in value 
with the progress of agriculture and population, 
but frequently, from its locality to towns and dif- 
ferent causes, has exceeded in accumulated value 
the progressive increase of other descriptions of 
early investment. In order to judge of the worth 
of money-legacies and other sums, left at different 
times, it is necessary to regard the relative value 
of money at different periods. To assist the reader 
in this respect, the subjoined table is added. It is 
prepared from Appendices viii. and ix. in vol. iii. 
of Eden's History of the Poor. The interval be- 
tween the Conquest and the year 1601 embraces 
the time when most public charities were founded. 
Since the 43d of Elizabeth, too, there has been 
no alteration either in the standard fineness or 
weight of the ^1 sterling of 20*. The price of 
wheat is in the money of the time, as nearly as 
pan be ascertained.^ 



(1) The public are aware, that a most useful and long de- 
sired Parliamentary Commission is still laboriously employed 
in the several counties of England and Wales, " To inquire con- 
cerning Chai'ities for the Education of the Poor/' stat. d8 Geo. 
III. C.91 . 5 and '* To extend the powers thereof to other Chari- 
ties^*' stats, 59 Geo. III. c. 81. and 6 Geo. IV. c. 58.^ a most 
valuable abstract of whose reports is^now publishing in month- 
ly parts of one shilling each, 
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Table of the relative value of Money at different 

periods. 





YEARS. 
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Stt-rliDg ia 


Price of 


1 




pre»eiit nooey. 




- 






£ s. 


d. 
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s. d. 
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4 


28 Edw. I. 
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2 17 
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6 5 


18 Edw. III. 
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2 12 
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3 8 


20 Edw. III. 


1346 


2 11 
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27 Edw. III. 
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2 6 
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6 8 


13 Henry IV. 
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1 18 
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4 4 


4 Edw. IV. 
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18 Henry VIII. 
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34 Henry VIII. 
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36 Henry Vni. 
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37 Henry VIU. 
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3 Edw. VI. 
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5 EdW.VI. 


1551 


4 
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8 


6 Edw. VI. 


1552 


1 


H 


1 


1 


1 Mary. 


1553 


I 


H 


.0 


8^ 


2 Elizabeth. 


1560 


1 


8 





16 


43 Elizabeth. 


1601 


1 





1 


7 



I shall merely remark^ in passing, that when 
charitable donations in progress of time hecom6 
so productive as to be more than adequate to the 
objects of the trust, the law of England has natu- 
rally and justly provided for extension and addition 
to those objects. This power may be obtained of 
the Court of Chancery {equity), or by Act of Par- 
liament, as the case may be ; but ali»aj/s of the 
legislature: and those trustees who do not ava3 
themselves of this salutary means of improving 
their iam^ts are guilty of a violation of their duty; 
not, perhaps, from corrupt motives, vulgarly so 
called, but from motives equally injurious to the 
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benefitees^ ^i^* horn ignorance or culpable neg- 
lect ; and how a charity^ is injured can make no 
dilference in the degree or loss, nor does the law 
concern itself with the motives of wrong doers : 
it rectifies the wrong done, and guards against a 
repetition of the injury* 

In some works relating to the county I have 
seen memoranda of a Charter of James I. to the 
Borough of Warwick, in most instances alleged 
to have been granted in the tenth year of the r^ign 
of that monarch. lu searching tlie indexes of the 
records in tlie Rolls Chapel under that date, and 
other periods of this reign, I cannot discover any 
diarter properly sacalled. The Corporation, how-* 
ever, in their rolls in the Court House, possess 
an instruraent under the great seal, which pro- 
bably gave rise to the above error and note of 
a charter. The document in question I consi- 
der, judging from the preaoiUe and context, is 
merely a Commission of the Peace, whicli appears 
to have been issued on letters patent in order to 
control and remove certain outrages, breaches 
of the peace, and illegal practices which it would 
seem the local authorities could not suppress. The 
commission is in aid of the Borough magistracy: 
as the record is extremely interesting and illus-* 
trative of nlden times, I print it entire in the Ap- 
pendix.^ 

By some proceedings in the Court of Chancery 
it is evident that, in the early part of the reign of 



(1) Appxirmx/ No. HI. 
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James I. the Corporation were in a course of ille- 
gal conduct not unlike the general state of the 
Burgesses described in the above special Commis- 
sion of the Peace. Perhaps, indeed, the demora- 
lized state of the inhabitants may be attributed to 
the neglect and abuses of the corporate trusts and 
duties. An information was exhibited against the 
Bailiff and certain Aldermen, by some public-spi- 
rited individuals, on a bill of complaint, 1 1 James I. 
A.D. 1613, in which the complainants alleged on 
oath various malpractices and abuses, chiefly in 
the neglect by the members of the corporate body 
of their magisterial duties, — the tenanting by 
themselves of the corporation lands, at nominal 
rents, — the improper self-appropriation of the 
funds of Henry the Eighth's charity, — ^the low 
state of the Free-School, — ^and also the corrupt ad- 
ministration of the private trusts of Oken, Iffeler, 
and Griffin. The Court appointed commissioners 
to visit the Borough and examine into the merits 
of the allegations ; who, after hearing witnesses 
on both sides, reported strongly in favour of the 
complainants, specifying the several abuses proved 
before them. Adecreeof LordEllesmere, in 1614, 
recites all these circumstances, the detail of which 
is, however, unnecessary. A final decree was ulr 
timatelv made in the cause, dated 13 James I., 
28th November, 1616. The decree simply de- 
tails the abuses, and remedy against future recur- 
rence, and tenderly overlooks the past; and, "not 
willing to look back to the mis-employments past, 
have set down and intended, a course how the 
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lands^ revenues, stocks of money, and other pro-i 
fits whatsoever, of or belonging to the said town^ 
should be employed henceforth for the general 
good of the said town, and as the same was 6eve->> 
rally given' and ' intended by the 'donors thereof^ 
and not for the private use of the Bailiff and Bur- 
gesses nor any else, Sfc." ^ It is then ordered, 
that the estates in future shall be let at a fair 
rental; — ^that the Corporation shall particularly 
provide for a sufficient number of Church of En- 
gland clergy to perform the duties of religion ; — 
that they shall " set the poor on woi k ;" — " and also 
that they have regard to the schoolmaster of 
the Free Grammar School^ their and his suc^ 
cessors, being sufficiently/ painful and diligent in 
their places,'* &c.2 " And furthermore it is or- 
dered and decreed) that the said Bailiff and Bur^ 
gesses and their successors, and all others any way 
interested, authorised, or accountable in or touch- 
ing any revenues or profits of or belonging to the 
said town, or to the poor people thereof, for ever 
more hereafter shall, at the general charge of the 
said town, partly once a year make a just and true 
account of the lands, tenements, rents, revenues, 
stocks of money, and profits, of or in any wise be- 
longing to the said town or poor people thereof, 
or other charitable gift or respects there ; and of 
all their receipts, employments, payments, dis- 
bursements, and all other their doings therein, or 
concerning the same, to the High Sheriff and Cus- 

(1) Decree. (2) Ibid, 
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to8 Rotnlorum of the County of Warwick for the 
time beiug, kc., the said accounts yearly to be 
made and taken at snch time and place as the said 
High Sheriff and Cu3tos Rotnlomm for the time 
being shall appoint, and who^ if they find any ne- 
gligence, fanit, or defect, &Cm concealing or mis- 
employing, &c., then they shall rectify sucli negli- 
gence, faults, defects^ concealments^ and mis-em-* 
ployments, as shall he meet.** ^ 

Thus early was the Corporation guilty of a 
breach of trust, in preferring the ^e^interest of 
its members to the good of the town ; and tibm^ 
did the courts of justice endeavour to pre^vent a 
repetition of the abuses, by the salutary check 
which the publication smd passing of their accounts 
afforded. Indeed, the Sheriff and County Magis- 
tracy were by the above record invested with the 
office of visitors. This frail body, however^ soon 
relapsed into its original sin. 

By a decree of Lord Keeper Coventry, in the 
13th year of the reign of Charles I.,^ we find from 
the recital, that ^' the Bayliffe and Burgesses^ for- 
getting the trust in them reposed, had mis-im- 
ployed the fM'offitts of the rectoi^yes, and convert- 
ed the greatest part of them to their own private^ 
gaine and benefitt.** The Corporation was also, 
by mismanagement and misappropriation, deeply 
involved in debt. — ^The Decree then orders an 
increase of the annual stipends, as follows.:— 



(1) Decree. (2) Dated 17tb July, 1638. 
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Old Stipend, Increase. 
£ s. £ 

Vicar of St. Mary's ----60 0-10 
Assistant to the said Vicar - - 20 - 10 
Vicar of St. Nicholas ----40 0-10 
Vicar of Budhrooke -.---1118- 10 
Schoolmaster of the Free School 20 - 10 
His Usher ------- 80- 2 

The latter increase of the salaries df the school- 
master and his usher is conditional in the words 
of the Decree, — ^^ Soe as such master and usher 
teach ALL the children bom and brought "up in 
ff^arwick from the accedence to tf grammer and 
soe forwards^ without taking anything for the 
same, after they are fitt to he taught the acce* 
dence^ 

The following increase of petty salaries is then 
ordered : 

Old Salary. Addition, 
£ s, d. £ 

The Clerk of St. Mary's Church 3 6 8-2 
The Sexton ditto -----200-1 

Under this Decree an annual allowance is for 
the first time grantfed to the Bailiff, though by the 
following clause he appears to have always had 
certain fees or perquisites. ^^ And that the Bailife 
<)f the said town for the time being, for the better 
support and encouragement to undergoe the said 
office, shall have and receive the said allowance 
of 20/. per annum out of the profitts of the pre- 
mises which he now hath, and for divers vears last 

F 
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past hath had." The ovefplns of the Corporation 
funds is then directed to be appropriated and ac- 
counted for as follows. " After these payments 
made in such sort as aforesaid, the overplus of the 
rents and profitts of all and singular y® premises 
granted by y« said K. H. y® 8*^ shall be disposed 
and imployed by y® said Corporation for y« time 
being to y® uses following, (viz.) for and towards 
y« repair of y« church and charicell of St. Mary's, 
in Warwick, and for and towards binding poor 
children born or bred in y^ town to be apprentices, 
and for and towards jf relief e qfy' poor and aged 
people of y^ said towne, and for and towards y^ 
repair of y^ great bridge there leading over y® river 
Avon, and consisting of many arches, and to and 
for such other religious, good, and charitable uses, 
tending to y^ generall good of y® towne and j^ ease 
of y® inhabitants thereof as y® Bailiffe and Bur- 
gesses for y« time being shall think fitt and con- 
venient, y* being hard now to express and foresee 
all such particulars, accidents, and occasions as 
aftertimes may ptodlic^, to restrain y™ from y* 
performance of any good worke when yy have y^ 
means to perform y® same : and for the bett^ de- 
claration and manifestation of y® due imploymn** 
of y® rents and proffitts of y® said, premises soe 
granted by y® said K. H. y® 8*** as aforesaid, y® said 
Corporation for y^ time being shall, y® s^ four years 
expired, yearley make true and just accounts of 
y® said rents and proffitts, and of the disposition 
thereof, and shall prepare y® same in paper, fair- 
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Jey written, to express the receipts and payments 
in particular and not in gross, and y^ same account 
soe made shall deliver to 2 of y® Justices of y« said 
county next adjoyning to y^ town of Warwick, and 
who shall reside and iiihabitt in y® county, y® one 
of y"* to be chosen by y® Corporation of Warwick, 
and y« other by y<* Vicar of St. Marys in Warwicke 
for y* time being, and who shall by the said Cor- 
poration he entreated to take y* said account." 

In the fourth year of this reign (Charles I.,) we 
meet with a most singular and almost incredible 
instance of the degraded and base public character 
of the inhabitants of the Borough in a novel and 
extraordinary attempt to disfranchise themselves, 
bowing the knee to a corrupt corporation and the 
political object of the noble owner of the Castle. 
On the issue of a Parliamentary Writ for the 
election of new representatives in the House of 
Commons, the Bailiff and twelve capital Burgesses 
usurped the sole power of that important suflrage, 
and (without the Burgesses) returned Mr. Robert 
Grev///, and Mr. /rawci^Lttcy the sitting members. 
A petition opposed this illegal return : and a count- 
er petition was got up at the instance of the Cor- 
poration and political patron signed by two hun- 
dred JBuigesses of the Borough, disclaiming to 
have any right of election! The Committee of 
Privileges refiised to receive this infamous petition, 
^^ because if but one commoner appear to sue for 
his right they will hear him." The Committee 
reported that the right of election for the Borough, 
of Warwick belonged to the Commonalty ; that 
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Mr. Orevill and Mr. Luci/ were unduly elected ; 
and that a writ issue for a new choice*^ 

I pass over altogether many interesting historic 
cal matters, relating to Warwick and the political 
character of its inhabitants, in the early part of the 
reign of Charles I., and in the eventful times of 
the Common-wealth, when the people struggled 
and contended against prerogative, and when, 
both parties committed grievous errors against hu-t 
manity and common sense. I have not be!^nable 
to discover any change in the liiunicipal govern- 
ment of the Borough, except in the provisional 
Commissions of the Parliament party, andithe xni* 
litary orders inCouncil of the King and Cavaliers. 
Warwick, probably Under the personal' influence 
of the celebrated and patriotic Lord Robert Brooke, 



(1) Commons Journals^ 4th Charles I. Brady*s Boroughs^ 
Oldfield's Parliamentary History, vol. v. p. 66. 

This base act of servility on the part of a whole toWn is only 
a single proof of the influence of power and the de-nationalizing 
effect of corrupt corporate bodies. A system of corruption 
and terrorism alone could have extracted such complaisance^ 
an influence, in Cornish Boroughs, vulgarly but significantly 
termed thumbing. The act in question may be attribute!;! to the 
desire of avoiding the charge of wages at an early peiiod paid to 
Members of Parliament, and which was levied on the Burgesses, 
a burthen on account of which many. Boroughs (particularly 
decayed ones) obtained a royallicence to be relieved of the pri- 
vilege of representation. But such an e^mption could not have 
been sought in the present case of the Warwick Burgesses, as 
we find no instances later than Philip and Mary y the right of 
returning members being zealously maintained and exercised by 
all the Boroughs entitled from the time of Elizabeth to the reign 
of Charles I. See Dewess Journals, foL 1682, p. 80, 
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(killed at the siege of Lichfield,) sided with the po« 
pular party. But the narrative of the occurrences 
will throw no light on the more immediate object 
of these pages ; I therefore pass from these critical 
and interesting days to the period of the restora- 
tion, the reign of Charles II. * 

With the inconsistency and reaction which al- 
ways attend civil wars and popolar commotions, 
especially in struggles for political liberty before a 
nation is ripe for appreciating and enjoying it, the 
English public, which had just shown itself eagerly 
combating for civil freedom, now exhibited a cor- 
responding spirit of servility and prostration to the 
objects and tyrannical designs of a profligate king 
and a corrupt court. So far from any declaration 
of rights or necessary stipulations being obtained 
from Charles II., to prevent the exercise of those 
unconstitutional prerogatives and usurpations 
which had brotight his father to the block, and 
rent the kingdom with civil war, he was permitted 
to return without conditions^ and allowed to use 
every fonner stratagem and illegal prerogative to 
renew and rivet the political chains of his subjects. 

The corporations of course were the principal 
bodies through whom the interests of the monarch 
and his ministers were sought to be advanced. It 
is natural that political parties should use all law- 



(1) The records of the County Sessions^ ajid the Diary oj 
Dugdale, (a most valuahle and curious manuscript ahout to be 
published) contain some interesting local details on this hither- 
to unexplored period. 



38 

ful means in their power to influence public opi- 
nion ; but no had means will justify ends however 
good, and supposing that the political principles of 
government adopted and acted upon by Charles II. 
were for the good of the nation, the mode by which 
he sought to advance his objects was unconstitu- 
tional and unprincipled. 

The ParHament of 1661 was the instrument of 
his political operations. Of the measures adopted 
to influence the corporations and magistracy, and 
to make them subservient to the court party, by il- 
legally ousting opposition members and a total 
change of their constitution^ we have ample me- 
morials in contemporary historians. Mr. Hume, 
the partial narrator and apologist of these arbitra- 
ry and unjustifiable, proceedings, must be consi- 
dered an undoubted evidence of the fact. In his 
history of the reign of Charles II., on the first par- 
liament, he writes "The other measures of this 
parliament still discovered a more anxious care 
to guard against rebellion in the subject than en- 
croachments in the crown: the recent evils of civil 
war and usurpation had naturally increased the 
spiritof submission to the monarch,and had thrown 
the niation into that dangerous extreme. ' During 
the violent and jealous government of the Parlia- 
ment and of the Protectors, all magistrates, liable 
to suspicion, had been expelled the corporations ; 
and none had been admitted who gave not proofs 
of affection to the ruling powers, or who refused to 
subscribe the Covenant. To leave all authority in 
such hands seemed dangerous ; and the Parlia- 
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tnentj there/ore, empowered the King to appoint 
Commissioners for regulating the corporations, 
and expelling such magistrates as either intruded 
themselves by violence or professed principles 
dangerous to the constitution, civil and ecclesias-^ 
tical. It was also enacted, that all magistrates 
should disclaim the obligation of the Covenant, 
and should declare, both their belief that it was 
not lawful, upon any pretence whatsoever, to re- 
sist the king, and their abhorrence of the traitorous 
position of taking arms by the king's authority 
against his person, or against those who were com- 
missioned by him." i 

These political objects and changes were in part 
effected by the legislature enacting a statute that 
no persons should be eligible to be elected to any 
office relating to the government of any city or cor- 
poration unless, within a twelve-month before, 
they had received the sacrament according to the 
rites of the Church of England. The act enjoins 
also that the oaths of allegiance and supremacy 
shall be taken at the same time with the oath of 
office ; and in default of either of these requisites 
being complied with declares the election void. 
This statute was intended to exclude especially all 
Protestant Dissenters from civil office in their se- 
veral places of residence, and consequently to dimi- 
nish their numbers and influence. It was deprive 
ing them unjustly (to use no stronger term) of a 
most valuable portion of their ancient civil rights; 



(1) Hume's History, Charles II. 
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ftud this merely from thecircam^tance and on the 
plea that that nnnierou^ class of Cnglish subjects 
had joined the parliament paity and opposed the 
tyranny of the Stuarts ! This statute, known by the 
name of the Corpcration Act, was as deficient in 
effect against all dishonest Protestant Dissenters as 
it was bad in principle ; the operation of an o€dh 
can only exclude from office the conscientious ho^ 
nest^mindedman, (who would, whatever his religi-* 
ous opmionsy perform his duty to his fellow citi- 
sens in coq)orate trusts,) but it can never exclude 
the apostutte : it may make men hypocrites, but 
cannot make them converts. The mode, also, of 
exclusion by the prostitution of the sacred emblem 
and sacrament of Christian concord to civil pur-* 
poses cannot be too severely reprehended. True 
it is that by subsequent statutes^ the Corporation 
Act has been virtually repealed, but the continued 
use of this holy rite, even by members of the 
Church of England itself.^ as the passport to civil 
office^ is insulting and degi'ading to the Churchy 
and admits of no apology. What feature is it in 
the opinion, character, or conduct of a Protestant 
Dissenter^ the industrious and respected inhabitant 
of a town, which renders him unfit to be trusted 
with the management of the public charity funds? 
Why should not his class of religious belief par- 
ticipate in the enjoyment of those funds, and in the 
credit and usefulness of distributing them ? And 
if a Burgess take the sacrament of the Church 



(1) 5 Geo. I. cap. ti. sect. 3. a&d the Indemnity Act. 
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of England against his conscientious dissent from 
some of the doctrines of the established creed, 
and some of the ceremonial ^orm* of the Church, 
(all believingalikethe essential substantial truths of 
Christianity) how does it the better qualify him for 
the office of a corporation ? One of our great poets, 
a man of noble understanding though morbid feel- 
ings unanswerably argues the abandonment of this 
absurd and impious prostitution of the sacrament— ^ 

" Hast thou by Statute shov'd from its design 
Tbe Saviour's feast, his own blest bread and wine. 
And made the symbols of atoning grace 
An office-key, a picklock to a place. 
That infidels may prove their title good 
By an oath dipped in sacramental blood ? 
A blot that will be stiU a blot, in spite 
Of all that grave apologists may write j 
And though a Bishop toil to cleanse the stain^ 
He wipes and scours the silver cup in vain." (1) 

There may be those amongst you who will think 
these remarks irrelevant to the particular object 
of this letter. But no opportunity should be passed 
by of inculcating the great political principles of 
civil freedom ; of suppressing those unchristian and 
ridiculous prejudices of religious difference under 
which many of us live, ignorant of each other's 
good qualities, indulging groundless dislikes ; and 
of advancing those noble and benevolent national 
reforms and improvements which are the charac- 
teristic signs of the present ?ige. 

The foregoing extract from Mr. Hume's His- 



(1) Cov^rper: Expostulation with England. 

G 
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tory, and the subsequent remarks, will Have antici- 
pated the probability of a new charter, somewhere 
about this period, for accomplishing the purposes 
of Charles II. 

Accordingly we find a third Charter of the Bo- 
rough, of the date of 13th Octbber, A.D. 1666, 
in the sixteenth year of his Majesty^s reign. The 
preamble recites that *^ our beloved subjects the 
present Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid have humbly supplicated us that we^ for 
.the promotion and better government of the same 
Borough, would extend aud graci%>usly afford in 
this behalf our royal grace and munificence, &c. 
with the addition of such liberties, privileges, im- 
munities, and franchises as should to us seem most 
meet." It is not worth while to inquire whether 
the inhabitants anticipated the wishes of the mo- 
narch, and proformd petitioned for a new charter, 
or whether his Majesty signified to ff^arwiek his 
desire to confer this mark of especiail grace and 
favour. 

This Charter contains the ustial clauses coiroti- 
tuting the inhabitants " one body corporate and 
politic, by the name of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Warwick." It creates 
1 . A Mayor y to be annually changed, who " shall 
be one of the more discreet and honest men of 
the said Borough." 2. Twelve Aldermen of the 
same character. 3. ^^ And also, th^t in like man- 
ner there may and shall be within the same Bo- 
rough twelve others, of the more honest and dis- 
creet men of that Borough, to be from time to 
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time elected in form hereinafter in these presents 
specified, who shall be and shall be named As* 
sjsTANT Burgesses of that Borough." The Mayor, 
Alderman, and As^sistant Burgesses are then no- 
minated and appointed, doubtless all " good men 
and true/* and discreetly sensible of the principles 
they were to uphold. It is then directed that the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Assistant Burgesses shall 
be co-equal in ipunicipal powers ot bye laws, local 
administration of justice, ^c. On death or removal 
from office of theMayor,andonthe annual vacation 
of that office, the Aldermen an^? Assistant B urgesses 
are directed to meet and nominate ^^two honest and 
discreet men from the Aldermen of that Borough, 
who have not before, within the space of two years 
then last past before their said election, been chosen 
to the office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid," 
of which two men the Aldermen and Burgesses 
are to elect either of the two so assigned to the 
office of Mayor. Vacancies in the body of Alder- 
men occasioned by death, removal from office for 
misconduct, resignation, ^^ or not continual^ inha^ 
biting or residing within the Borough aforesaid^ 
and being thereon amoved from office by the Cor- 
poration,, to be filled up within eight days of such 
vacancies by the majority of the Aldermeti, electing 
as successor a burgess who had *' inhabited in the 
Borough for the space of three years." The va- 
cancies in the body of Assistant Burgesses by 
death, removal, resignation, " or not constantly 
residing or remaining within the Borough afore- 
said," to be filled up in like manner by the Mayor 



and Aldermen with bargesses who had also inha-^ 
bited the town three previous years. Moderate 
fines for refusal of these several offices are then 
enacted. The various offices ot Recorder and 
Deputy Recorder are established ; and the Charter 
further proceeds " we will that the Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Burgesses shall have for ever hereafter 
within the Borough aforesaid a man conversant 
with the English Laws who shall be Town Clerk,** 
8fc. A Court of record is appointed to sit at the 
Court House every Wednesday. The former and 
usual powers are then given ; and the Charter 
concludes with directing all the officers of the 
corporation to take such oaths as the statutes and 
laws of the realm (to wit, the late statute 13th 
Charles II. st. 2. cap. 1) commanded. 

This Charter, undoubtedly in its particular in- 
junction of residency in the corporate officers, and 
in the creation of the Assistant Burgesses coex- 
tensive in power with the Mayor and Aldermen 
in every thing but the filling up of vacant offices, 
very greatly favoured the popular and constitu- 
tional principles of civil government. It gave a 
Common Council co-equal power over the collect 
tion and expenditure of the town funds, and the 
local administration of justice. 

But, however well this charter suited the pur- 
poses of the burgesses and inhabitants of War- 
wick it did not altogether " work well" for the 
Court ! The people had now the reward of their 
servility in taxation so excessive and invasions of 
the constitution so barefaced that the King and 
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his minion ministers could no longer manage Par- 
liament or control the ^^ country party " The 
citizens of London, ever jealous of their political 
rights, were particularly hostile to the Court, and in 
the metropolis, the very heart of the country, main- 
tained a constant flame of political opposition 
which spread throughout the kingdom . The King, 
hy a stretch of arbitrary authority, though per- 
haps according to the ybrm* of justice, and by the 
instrumentality of venal Judges (who then held 
their judgeships during pleasure and were conse- 
quently under the thumb of the King,) seized up- 
on the charter of the City and adjudged it forfeit- 
ed.^ To an application from the Livery to restore 
the charter the King conditionally consented, tak- 
ing to himself a veto of approval and power to dis- 
place any corporate officer .^ By the same pro- 
cess of Quo warranto^ (or writ of inquiry hy what 
warrant members of corporations exercised their 
official powers) all the boroughs and cities were 
laid prostrate at the altar of royal grace. Hume 
writes on these transactions, that *^ it was impos- 
sible that any cause where the Court bent its 
foice could ever be carried against it," That his- 
torian thus prepares us for finding b. fourth Char- 



(1) By the statute 2 William and Maiy cap. 8. ou the Revolu- 
tion^ the judgement was reversed and the charter restored ; and 
it was enacted that thenceforth no common-law corporation 
should he dissolved for default of electing the Mayor or head 
officer on the charter day. 

. '(2) For a detail of this case see Burnett's History of hift 
own times^ vol, i. p. 535, fol. ed. 
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ter ofWarwick ; ^^ All the coi^poratioDs in Eiij^kod^ 
having the example of London before their eyes^ 
saw hotw ,vain it would prov^ tP cont^^id ,with Jhe 
Count, and wqye, . mqst of theip, sjicpcttsively in- 
duced ,to surrender .th^i^ ch^uter^ inta the King's 
han,4s. Cpnside.rab^e sums ofirnqn^y were e:2(acted 
for restpriugthp charters ; ,and all offices.of power 
and p^o^t w/er^ left. at the disposal pf the cjPo\i^n".^ 
.,Spme years preyions. to this period. another law 
hftd passed^ (originating in the yiolent fear enter- 
tained by the people pf the JloQian Ca;thQli|c opi? 
Qions. of Charles II., and (his brother tl^eJDuke pf 
Ypric,) which, again affeqted and limited eligibility 
to <joypora,te , offices, vjiia . ; the . T^t Act, {the 25th 
Gar, II* cap. 2;.). a statute whi(;h/ required all ofli- 
cprs,.or,afty perspns who should receive any sala- 
ry, pay, or fee, ,by re^sop of apy patept of his 
j^mesty, to take the o^ths and m^p. the, declara- 
tion against, transuhstaqtiation^ &c. .within three 
mopths a^fter admissipn to office..^ As thii^ statute 

V I 

Is so publicly knp^n, fi:om;iQiposiQg the disability 
under .^hich Catholic!^ now labour, I shall, not ar-^ 
gi^e its policy or impolicy, but .merely observe, 
that it )ya8 certainly in tended, as v^ Umporavy 
measure, only ;-;-that,the pbje^ct of its enactment 
has long since ceased to exist ; — ^that its continu- 
ance is.p(^(mliarly hard op the; Protestant Dissent- 

(1) History, Charles II. A. D. 1683. 

(2) Various modifications have, at different times, since been 
made in this act, amongst which may be mentioned the proyi- 
sions of the 5th Geo. I. St. 2. cap. 13 : 2 Geo. XL cap. 31 : 
9 Geo. II. cap. 26 : and 57 Geo. III. cap. 92. 
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ers, who acquiesced in it withont any idea of it9 
being permanently enfbrced upon themselves ;— 
and that in itself it is a remnant of the system of 
oaths — 

*' Which, binding polity in spiritual chains. 
And tainting piety with temporal stains^ 
Corrupts both State and Church, and makes an oath 
The knave and atheist's passport into both.'* ; 

Such as before allnded to were most probably 
the state reasoTXs which gave birth to* the fourth 
Charter/85 Charles 11.^ bearing date the 18tfa De- 
ceniber, A.D. 1684. The former* charter as might 
be imagined was SigreesMjsurrenderedyM the n^w 
one states in the preamble that it is granted ^ in 
conformity to the humble petition of the ktte 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Bnrgesses of the Borongb 
of Warwick." This charter is, in most respects, 
similar to the preceding one, except that the jis* 
sUtant Bnrgesses are limited in number to eight; 
and the King, by a special proviso, reserves tfie 
power of removing any of the corporate officers by 
an order of council. A power is given to the 
" Mayor, Aldermen, and Recorder," " at all tinies 
to remove any one or more of the Assistant Bnr- 
gesses, and to increase the number of the Assist- 
ant Bnrgesses, as often as to the Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid for 
the time, or the greater part of them, it shall se^m 
convenient." The oaths and declarations are then 
specially enjoined to be taken by all officers of the 
Borough. 

The intent, and doubtless the effect, of this 
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charter upon charter^ was to make the people the 
creaturfes of subserviency — 

• • 

'^ Hence CharterM Boroughs are such public plagues • 
And burghers^ men immaculate^ perhaps^ 
In all their private functiqns^ once combin*d^ 
Become a loathsome body^ only fit 
For dissolution, hurtful tp the n^ain.V (1) 

As these interesting and important historical 
facts^ relating to the shuffling and changing of 
charters, illustrate the political history of other 
towns, I am tempted to quote the following 
few but excellent remarks of Bishop Burnett on 
the infamy of these scandalous acts of usui*ped 
prerogative and public degradation :-^^^ The Court 
was every where triumphant. The Duke was high- 
ly complimentied by all, and seemed to have over- 
cotne all difficultieH. The Couit, tiot content vdth 
all their victories, resolved to free themselves 
from the fears of troublesome parliaments for the 
fiiture. The cities and boroughs of England were 
invited and prevailed on to demonstrate their 
loyalty, by surrendering up their charters^ and 
taking new ones modeled as the Court thought fit. 
It was much questioned whether those surrend- 
ers were good in law or not: it was said that 
those who were in the government in corpora- 
tions, and had their charters and seals trusted to 
their keeping, were not the proprietors nor mas- 
ters of those rights : they could not extinguish 
those corporations, nor part with any of their pri- 

(1) Cowper. 
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\ileges« OtiierB aaid> that whatever might be .ab«- 
jected to the reason and equity pf the thing, yet^ 
when the seal of a corporation was pnt to any 
deed^ snob a deed was good in law. The matter 
goes beyond my skill in law to determine it ; this 
is certain, that whatsoever may be said in law, 
there is no sort of theft or perfidy more criminal, 
than for a body of men^ whom their neighbours 
have trusted with their ccHicems, to steal away 
their ckarters, and ^x their seals to such; a deed, 
betraying in that their trust and their oaths. In 
fosmtr ages, corporatioi^ were jealbus of their 
privileges and custom/a to excess and supersti^ 
tion."i . 

We now come to the period of the Revolu- 
tion, when a better family and more just princi-^ 
pies ruled over the people of England. The first 
acts of William and Mary were auspicious to the 
liberties of the country, as their majesties began 
to reverse the abominations and usurpations of 
their royal and worthless predecessors. Most of 
the charters of the cities and boroughs, on their 
happy accession to the throne, and as. soon as at* 
tention could be bestowed on the subject, were 
remodeled^ but changed after a different fashion 
from their former moulding, viz. according to 
law and the advanced state of society. 

The Charter of Warwick was accordingly de-^ 
termined and renewed in the fifth year of the 
reign of William and Mary, the new one bearing 



(1) Burnett's Own Times, vol. i. p. 527. Oxford ed. 1823. 
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dute the ISlh df Matt^h, 1604, die bHginol afad 
a ttanciktioti of trhioh are prefixed to thkl^tteri 

I sfakll d^fer etnj dbgenratioiis dn the clauses atid 
ptesck^iptiotis of t& is Charter mittl I examine intb 
the presisni 6tat& of the Corpdration, whose hieBi-* 
hers dtt^A# to administer their trust acoording to 
the litei-al tod distinct matidate of the OoTCrning 
Charter and the law of the knd^ In snbseqnent 
])ag:ei» t shall show in what respect thei Gdrpdratioii 
legally and properlj discharge their public doty, 
and wherein they do not. The original record has 
been printed t;er£>tffim and parallel with the tran-* 
latiddi so that any miscodstrnction'^ot' misstatement 
of the Charter may be readily corrected. 

In this year, September^ 1694, a destmctire fire 
laid Waste the greater part df the town.^ 

The devastation conseqnent on this niifortnaatse 
events a^ the difficnlty add litigation attending 
the detertnination of the respective sites and homxi*^ 

(1) Harleian MSS. British Mus^eum^ F. No. 6839. , See 9 
supposed letter, ifrom a gentletnan in Worcester to a friend^ en- 
titled " Ah Account of ttcf dreadful ftre at Wan^ck," iA&t\k 
bappened tUg 5tli -Mbiant, ikt 2 in y^ an^rai>6*n." The folios* 
ing is a cnpgr of the manuscript ^«^ 

''This irres^table fire in five howers time consumed all y 
High-street^ Church-street^ Ship-street^ the tireat Churchy 
many lanes and other buildings : the bowses are numbred at 
present att 460« the damage at the least amounts fio 120,000l« 
tiiis account was sent yesterdc^ to our Biibop witii a particular 
of y* money alx^ati^ seiit £ot |h«ir releife^ Cpveatry 200/«. 
Birmingham 1002. Lord Brooke 40L Lord Corentry 30/. in 
^ about 600/. and wee are just going to make a collection for 
y support of the roisserabte inhabttant».«^^orce8ter^ Sep^ 10^ 
1694." 
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daiies of pnfextyf v^jadened ijt nw^wvj tp appljr 
to the Legtalaft we for a loe»l 8t«|ate, wkick waa 
obtained^ and ia deacribied in the T^U^ of PrivatQ 
AxtB, as *^An Act for rebuildilig th^ towpa ^f 
Warwick, and for cktermining differences tpuch-f 
faig houses boml and demolished by r^a/spn pf tfaia 
lafte dreadfiii fire there.*^^ 

Ho verer injurious tbia calawitoua acddent m^y 
have been to the temporary prosperity of the bpr 
mugh^ the town is probably indebted to \t for its 
present architectnval and superior appear^ncecp^irr 
paved vith oibhar jcountry towns^ Thjs AjOt^ cp^- 
monly called the ^^ Warwick Fire Act/' coi^t^iiis 
nothing aSectiog the municipal jio^risdiction of 
the borough, .except the following cjlansie'; ^^ A^^d 
for the better. eficodragement q£ gentlei^en and 
otbecs to hniid and reside in the said town^ Be 
it enacted by the authority aforesaid^ that the 
juidces- of the peace for the county of W^rwicki 
itom tkoe to time being, who shall b^ inhabitant^ 
within the said town, may for ever hereafter use 
and eiE^reise their said office tp all ipitents and pnr^ 
poses within the said town and liberties thereof^ 
and in the Sessions iof the said town tp he held^ as 
they may or can 4o in the said county at lar^vOr 
in die public Sessions thereof ; And that aH other 
petsous who from time, to time shall be justices 
of ithe peace &x the said county shall for ie ver herie-y 
aftes* use and exercise ithe said office, witibiin fif^ 
said town and liberties thereof, during the timie in 



(1) 6' sad 7^ William aM Mw7i 1694*5. 
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which die. assizes and public sessions of the peaee 
for the said' county shall be there kept.'' But I 
apprehend that this power was altogether invaBd 
undier the intromittent claase of the Governing 
Charter, and was subsequently repealed by the sta- 
tute 9 George I. which merely rww enables and 
restricts county magistrates, dwelling in a city^ 
borough, or precinct, to act for the county at lai^e^ 
but not to interfere in. the local jurisdiction* 

In 1710 an important Act oF Parliament was 
madei ''for rendering the proceedings on writs of 
Mandamus and Qmjo warranto informadbne mere 
speedy and effectual, and for the more easy tryisg 
and determining the rights of offices and franciiises 
in corporations and boroughs/' The sectiou^viii. 
in this statute, is an important part of the enaet- 
ment in its penal consequence to those cmnuid 
Mayors and chief officers who shall be illegally 
re-elected or hold over and obstruct the election 
of a successor : " And whereas in divers coimties, 
^botoughs,Sfc. where the Mayor, Bailiff, or other 
officer or officers, to whom it belongs to predde 
at the election, and make retufn' of any: member 
to serve in Parliament, ought to be annually elect*- 
ed, the same person hath been re-eleeted into such 
office for several • years successively, which hadi 
been fontid inconvenient : Be it enacted and de^ 
clured, that no person or persons, who hath beea 
or shall be in such annual office for one whole 
year, shall^ be capable to be chosen into the samcy 



(1) StdtvteO Abu; cap. 20. 
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office for the year inmediaitelyeiisniiig; and where 
any aacb annaal officer or officers is or are to codh 
timae lor a year, • and until some other person, or 
persons, shall be chosen or sworn into snch office^ 
if any snch officcHr or officers shcdl voluntarily and 
unlawfuibf cbatrud and prevent the choosing a$^ 
other person or persons to succeed into such office 
at the time appointed for making anoh r choice, 
he or they shall forfeit one hundred pounds for 
erery ^noh offence, to be recovered with costs of 
sirit, by snch person as will sue for the same in any 
Conrt of record, by action of debt, bill, plaint, ^c« 
c»ie moiety to the crown, and the othei moiety to 
the person who will sne for the same, £fc.'' 

In 172s, an important decretal order of the 
Coart of Chancery was made in asnit relating to the 
misgovernment and misapplication of Sir Thomas 
fFhite's charity.^ The Corporation of Coventry 
had. scandalously abused this trust ; and by sub- 
sequent equity decrees the letting of the estates 
was better regulated, and the division of the assets 
periodically and more equitably divided among the 
corporations entitled. 

^In 1724, a statute further improved the law and 
regulation of corporations, entitled ^^ An Act for 
preventing the inconveniences arising for want of 
elections of Mayors- or other chief magistrates of 
borougbs or corporations being made upon the 

(I) Dated 10 Geo. I. December 20, 1722. See An Jccount 

of the many and great Loans Benefactions and Charities, be^ 

, longing to the City of Coventry, 8vo. London, 1733, where the 

Decree is published^, with s schedtde of the rentals of the estate. 
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days appointed kj cfaoiter or wsage for that por- 
poae, and direeting im what manner andu cketioM 
gfaall be afterwards made."^ By the first seotion-of 
the 4tCatote it is provided that when the okoliaa 
of Mayor or other chief officers ahaiit not he Blade 
on th^ days appointed hy charter or ^ageyiii.oon«- 
9ecp!ence of the non^4rt;tekidance (concerted pr a^ 
cidental) of the Mayor or other chief offieera, 
Bnrgessee may meet in the Town Hall or. odiftr 
Mual place of election the dap/oUawmg^snA there 
. between the boors of ten and two o'clock pmcecd 
by themselves to dbe election of a Mayor. And 
if no election be made on the foHowing day^ as 
above anthoriaeci, tke King's Bench may aipiird a 
peiiemptoiyillatti&MOf^fcM'snc^ election. ;Section 
vi« of the same statnle, also enacts a more apoctto 
penal consequence for concerted absence ifrom 
diarter-day meetings than before existed under 
the ccHnmon law ; as foAlows : *' and be it further 
enacted that if amf Mayor ^ Bmliffor BaiUjffiy 
&r other chief officer or officers of any dty, bc^ 
rough, or town -coiporate shall vobmtcunfy absent 
himself or themselves from^ or knowingfy 4md 
demgnedkf prewnt or hinder the eieetum of any 
other mayor, bailiff, or odher dijief officer in the, 
same lAtj, borongh, or town corporate, upon the 
day or witiiin the time appointed by chaiter 4>r 
aindient nsage for sBcii election, the person qr per« 
sons so offending, being thereof lawfiriiy convicted, 
shall for every such offence suffer imprtsonment 



- I ' ll ! 



(1) Stat 11 6eo,I.cap. 4. 
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for the spmctofsnn mokviis without baiioi^iBaiiif* 

pme^ AlID 8HAIX BE FOB BVBR DI8ABL£D TO TAKE 
HOOLD Oft £X£A€IS£ AKY OFFICB BELONGING TO THE 
8AMB CITY9 BOBOUGHi OB CORP6KATION." 

la \7&& the Corporalion were a^ain chastised 
by the strong arai of the law^ on ao iofc^matiou^ at 
the relation of ^ Joseph Brooks and John PheSps^ 
Tbotnas Archer aud Henry Wlse^ Eaquires, on be- 
half of themselves and the rest of the iobabitanta 
of the town of Warwiek.** The relators .diarge 
their trustees with the illegal and cormpt appUca^ 
tion of the fvnds of Henry VIH* and Sir Thonaas 
White'^ charity ; with inordinate feasting at the 
GXpeoBe of the town^ '* and in erecting stately 
bilildii^ of no lise to the said inhabitants^ £ge* 
llieie being thm several comniadioas boildings saf- 
fident to answer all necessary occasions." It is 
tinneoessary to cite all the details of this snit.^ 
By a dearee of Lord Hardwicke the general ques- 
tions of amontit and augmentations were referred 
f o a master, who subsequently reported at conside*- 
rable length various illegal acts and 001 rupt appro- 
priation of funds by the corporation. A second 
and final decree was then made by Lord Hard- 
wicke,^ 13 Geo. ILj^wbich i;emedied most (^ the 
evils complained of, and until repayment of all the 
misappifopriations and debts placed the charity es^ 



(1) In the Mayor*s answer he admits taking an increase of 
iti}>end from ^20 to ^60 a year *' in consideration of making 
a treat on his being sworn and on other public occasions^*' 

(2) Decree, dated 3 1 Oct. 1739. 
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tatesfin lli&hands of a i^eeiv^ of the Cowt. TJhe 
rarM enactment of the decree^ still bindhig'un^ 
imperative^ is a most important proTidonfor the 
fair letting of the corporation tmst property; 
^' Sixths that before any part of the said pi^mkes 
be let on. lease or otherwise, the i said corporation 
or in their default the said receiver do canse' pnbhe 
notice to be given by the respective pariiA clerks 
of Saint Mary and Saint Nicholas, and also by' the 
setveral clerks of the parishes whem such esitates 
lye, on a Sunday in the bodies of snch chnrcfaes 
respectively imniediately after evening seirvice, of 
.the time and place of the letting the said estates 
at the least thirty days before the same'>are'let^ 
apd that the said. estates shall always be let in Ae 
Siiir« hall within the said borontgh' between the 
hours of ten and two of ihe clock on the ' days ap^ 
pointed for such parpose to the person or peirBons 
who will give the most rei^t for the. same, niileslB 
such person or persons be incapable ofpaying or 
giving good security for the payment of such rent.** 
No lease is to exceed twenty-one years; ^nd the 
corporation are ordered to appropriate Sir T^inas 
White's fund among " the proper objects within 
the said borongb^'' and not to use it themselves. 

On the 8th of October 1742, a Sequestration 
issued against all their real and personal estates 
for payment of the sum of ^931 10*. 5d. the 
costs in this suit; and a second sequestration on the 
18th December of the same year for the further 
sum of ^3109 13*. 2^(/. unaccounted for in their 
general disbursements. The first sequestration 
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Iras duehai^ed in 1761 ; but previeuly the cor-* 
ponte body were sadly degraded and exposed in 
the eyes cxf the burgesses. They were turned out 
of their Town Haii^and were accustomed to meet 
(as I ha?e been iofomied) at the house in Jury 
Street now oocupied by Mr. Mouhon the Grocer^ 
in a room called the matted chamber ; and it is a 
tfadidon that the mace and insigtiia of office were 
eoncealed at the Marble Yard fur more auspicious 
times* At length, on a petition and order c^r^ 
storatioQ, dated 26th May^ 17^9, the municipal 
body were fully reinstated in their estates and dig« 
ntties. The petitioners humbly represented to the 
Court that all the original Aldermen defendants in 
the suit were dead, and their offences therefore 
boffied with them ; and that ^' the principal inha* 
bkants of Warwick*' consented to the prayer of 
the petition. Fifty of the principal burgesses ap- 
peared upon petition in the Master's office on the 
Jiroceedings for the restoration, and to watch over 
the interests of the town. 

The Order specially directs the punctual and 
Strict observance of Lord Coventry's decree, 13 
Charles I., viz^ ihat the receiver of the Corporation 
shall give in annually ta the churchwardens of 
Sittbit Mary and Saint Nicholas true copies of the 
rent-rolls of the charity estates, an account of the 
tenants' leases, and a copy of the corporation annual 
aoeouots intended to be passed before the tWo 
iBagistcates who are to pass the same, lodging fdso 
copies of the accounts when audited With the 
efcmrdiwajDdens to be kept in the chests of the 
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dmrches.oftkeBaidpKrishes. And tke CorpointtcRi 
^re thenceforth to appoint a regular reoeiver^-wko 
ift to find sufficient securities according to the 
decree of the 81st October. 173d. 

In the ooorse of this suit and sequestration 
the Corporation, as appears by a case and opinion 
before me^ advised with Mr. Charles Yorke on the 
eonstrnction of the deci^ees and the charges against 
them of misappropriation in nnnecessarUj' building 
the new Court-house ; also, as to certain fuxmts 
appropriation of their funds. The case and opiiiion. 
are equally good specimens of the cra/^ of corpdra- 
tions and lawyers* The learned counsel gives tho 
following notable and signi£k»nt advice at the end 
of an elaborate opinion : 

Perhaps it may be prudent, in order to prevent 
too much opposition, to codfiiie the first applioa^ 
tion to the Court by the Coiporaticm to Sir Tho^ 
mas White's money only. There is no advising 
the Corporation without mcn-e information than I 
have received, and more consideration than I 
^ bavQ had opportunity to employ aboot this busi- 
ness since the papers were laid b^ore me ;f 'bat 
^^ this in general I would take the liberty of observ- 
ing to the Corporation that they can^t proceed in 
ihH matter toogradualfy, eautiousfyyorsilettlfy, 
^^ and that they are more likely to get the better of 
^^ the last decree, the great bulwark of theix^ tub- 
^^ versary's, by sap than by a ^public obsouU. My 
^^ reasons for this hint are too obviotts to need 
^^ mentioning. 
"P.S. I believe a rigid account ofxfaarity es- 
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^^tates m the liands of corpomttoas. for ten year» 
f^ fiftst would throw most of them into confusion ; 
^^ this is yer JF different from the temper of the Conrt 
'^ in the times of Lord Elsmere and Lord Coventry 
^ wliQSe decrees touching this very estate have no 
^^ retrospect though they state many particular em- 
'' beszlements, and the particular persons guiky of 
^^ them are named too, and yet what was past was 
^^ overlooked, and the Conrt contented itself with 
^^ setting a guard on. the charities for the time to 

; I have omitted-efaranologicaliy to mention, thait 
tbe Assistant BuikGBssfis were arbitrarily and cor- 
rufitly diacou tinned in 1698, in the recoordersfaip 
of Fnlke Lord Brooke. The reason for the discon^ 
tinnaQce and abolition id that popular part ^ the 
Coipmratioil originated in the opposition of the 
tilien Assisliant Buegesses to his Lord8hi^;ifsteM8t 
Sit ,a. contested ' election^ in the. Borough ;l»tw^ian 
Admii^ Brooke, and Sir Thomas W^gfsta^^a^e 
former of whom was snppoited by the lieble;Re- 
x^rcler aii4 the majority of the Alderrmenyiibiit 
filled in the cjontest, Sir T. Wagstaff beiugf^jt^^^ 
siieQessful candidate I This laet, and the consequent 
disgraceinl and illegal suppression of the Common 
CayNCiL, is a snificient pr6of of the importahcfe 
of the A^fslsta^f Burgtsses to the political rN0£- 
i>BI^J9iKKCA of the Borough, to say^ nothing of the 
Ttbiiona vOth<$r advantages attendant on .their con- 
stitcition and iilfiuenpe. It has been said that the 
Assistant Burgesses have no j90t^er^/and are there^ 
£i>re*a u^e]i6jBA body; hnt the abSb^mjcemarkablelef- 
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feet of their exercise of political pofwetprmm 
possession of most importaiit iuflnenoew Tfaef, 
moreover, are entitled to many of the antient eo^ 
equal rights given them in the patents previons to 
the Governing Charter ; and any ambigaitv in thieir 
paiticnlar franchises nnderthat latter charter woold 
he liberally construed in their favour by reference 
totheirfonner powers. But sueb chartered rights as 
they do possess would be necessarily popular and 
tlterefore usefuL That body would naturally bring 
the burgesses' at large more immediately connected 
widx the Corporation^ and would, in respecf of 
their additional numbers, better inform die bnr- 
^sses of the general administration of the eorp0t- 
^rate trusts. The Corporation, also, through the 
Msistance of the assistant burgesses, would be bet- 
ter acquainted with the objects entitled to a&A 
Seeking the benefit of the respective trusts u»iler 
their management. Tiiere would be no secrets, 
no mysteries. The altered state of things ofcoin^e 
would not be. pl^sant to those who seek to concedL 
their coi^orate aets, but it would be a change bi^i*- 
ly agreeable and useftil to the public. NuisberS 
are proverbially not so easily managed m afiw 
persons. 

By an order, da^d 29th May, 1 777, thte cmisi- 
deration of the corporate fbfitds was again re^trred 
to a Master to report on a Anther augmentatioR 
of the stipends, which, on ^& elaborate statement, 
was duly and in detail reported on the 1 1th Mtosfa, 
177O5 smd aocordingly decreed. 

It may be stated that during the whdb of the 
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iait centwy the Corpoeation of Warwick, like 
most other cloae corporate bodRet, has been need 
mainly as a poutical engime, and as an ioistru*- 
ment of private cabal and individual purpose. The 
J^arN of Warwick constantly ** played this capd** 
as a means of maintaining their electioneering in^ 
flnence: occasionally their agents set up in bnsiness 
for themselves, and the servant revolted against 
the master ; and sometimes the great object of in<- 
trigae and oontentioo was among the corporate offi«- 
eers themselves, who should obtain the paA^ono^e 
of the livmgs, places, and administration of charity 
Amds for their personal ccmnections. All these 
mitters have donbtless oftentimes, of old and of 
late, formed a part of the object of seeking and 
accepting the corporate offices, as well as the pub^ 
lioHspirited desire of benefitting theirfellow-towtis^ 
men. In what relative proportion the public and 
private objects existed together it is impossUde 
now to detect or expose ; but the fact of the doubli 
end in view cannot be doubted, unlest» indeed we 
had seen all the several vacancies of office and pa^ 
trcoiage filled up by the choice of merit instead 
of connectitm — a change of system incorporations 
more perhaps to be hoped for than expected. 

The late Lord Warwick, who was Recorder of 
the Borough, had repeated electioneering strog- 
H^s with the independent party, and by some 
means or other lost his predominant interest in 
the Corpomtion. In 1780 and 1784, the Hon. C. 
F* GreviUe and Robert Ladbroke, Esq. were rcK 
birned'to repreaenl; the town in dpposition to his 
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lordship's interest ; and in 1603 the late Obaries, 
Mills^ Esqnire^ again maintained the ind^npendetiee 
of theBorongh, aided bv the increased popniatidn^ 
intelligence, and wealth of the borges^es, who no 
longer chose that their connty^town should be a 
close borough represented by the two nominees of 
a noble patron. Rank and property ever will and 
ought to have their due and just influence in a 
town proportionate to the manner in which the 
possessors exercise them and comport themiselves ; 
bat the injndicious and covetous attempt to obtain 
a domineering usurpadbn, and to monopolize, 
often ends in destroying legitimate influence ; as 
the dog in the fable swiming across the river; 
lost the meat in his mouth by snatching at th^ 
shadow. 

\ The corporate history of Warwick has been 
for nearly half a century so much connected -with 
the conduct of a deceased member of its body, tfa^ 
iate Mr. Alderman Wade, that I feel considerable 
relnctanoe to enter on the detail of that part of itii 
history. There is a common-place motto, de mof^ 
tuis fdl nisi bonum, speak not ill of the dead ; htti 
there is a more just version by the substitution 6f 
the word verum fbr bonum, (speak nothing but 
trtiih of the dead,) which is a severe but imperative 
duty towards a public character : the ill repute of 
misconduct is a necessary and a just consequence 
on human actions however painful the recurrence 
to it when the grave has received the- object of 
animadversion. I shall however, in respect to the 
feelings of tiie living, merely estate t&at during a 
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loag ]Nttt of Mr. Wade's ocmtinuaiice in the office 
of Aldermau more reprebeosible or notorioDs offi<* 
cial miscondiict conld not exist ; and a asBrped 
domineering control was constantly aimed at and 
exercised^ which I may also add reflects equally on 
those other members of the Corporation who al- 
lowed it to exist, and became willing instruments 
and confederates in misconduct. The annual offi- 
cers ^ere seldom changed nnder his management : 
vacancies in the body of Aldermen were continued 
for several years : and a system of party feeling 
and secrecy wsub maintained to the total disregard 
of the interests of the burgesses. Indeed only the 
fear of legal proceedings, and a Mandamus Ma 
1803,^ induced him to elect to vacant offices ; and 
dnring many years repeated acts of concerted ab^ 
sence from- charter-day meetings were arranged 
and persisted in by him. Mr. Wade could not 
plead ignorance of the gross impropriety and ille- 
gality of tbehc official malversations ; having been 
brought up to the bar he \i(ell ki;i.ew his liability 
to,bie hronght up to ittn another way for this cri* 
mipal conduct. Justice and truth unwillingly ex- 
tort these remarks from me ; and many details are 
only suppressed from rehictance to disturb further 
the character of one passed from the cognizance 
of earthly judges. 

An opinion of Mr. Dunning's was taken in 1778, 
wjiich being in the possession of the Corporation, 

>(1) Dftted7tb June^ to fill up the vacancy occasioned By the 
death of Mr. LiMey Smith . 
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I weU know^ fuUy informed certaiii of the Aiders 
men of the illegality of their condact of the public 
tmstSi notwithstanding which they persevered^ 
trusting in their former happy and foftunate im-» 
punity^ 

. The most indisputable evidence^ however, of 
the corrupt administratioiD of die Corporation at 
this period, is afforded by the following singular 
letter of the late Lord Warwick, ivho, be it oh-* 
served, was the Reco&dxr of this immaculate 
body! 

To the Independent Burgesses of ike 

Borough of ff^rtvlck. 

' GnrrLBM^N,— *I think myseh* particularly called on 
ttt liiis lime to address you, lest my sflence may be im-^ 
paled to an imwiUingness of avowing my sdnlifneiAd dil 
a subject which very malmally concerns your interest; 
and I consider it to be in some degree my duty, Ip 
acquaint you of those proceedings which I conceived 
to be necessary, in order to effect, if possible, the great 
object of my earnest wish, — ^the restoration of the Cor- 
poration of Warwick to that state of independence and 
respectability from which it has lately fdleti. I tnist 
that, there is not an Independent Burgess of the Bd^ 
rough who does not agree with me in opinion, that a 
speedy and an efifectual remedy is loudly called for, to 
prevent the continuance of that unprecedented system 
of personal usurpation which, to the disgrace of the 
Corporation, and to the great injury of your interest as 
Burgesses, has for so many years unfortunately existed. 
I am confident, tiiat a simple siateitient of the fact will 
render aU proof of my assertion mmecessary ; for there 
is not an individual amongst you who will deny that 
the Mayor has not, in defiance of the es^ress erdmances 
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qI the Statutes of the Corporation, long usurped a per- 
sonal and an illegal power, and suffered the yacaiicie9 
vbkh the laws of the Corporation direct to be speedily 
fiHed up to be so totstUy disregarded, as to render it & 
matter of doubt at times, whether the body was com- 
petent to do any legal act. There is not a burgess 
wha has been pernoitted to have any knowledge of the 
state of those public trusts which were bequeathed fot 
your peculiar benefit, and not for the personal emolu* 
Vdeat or gratification of any individual ; for the Statutes 
of the Corporation were wisely formed, to prevent the 
existence of that corruption which must ever be appre- 
hended Irom unoontrolled power. The distribution of 
yofur public charities is a mystery of which you are uot 
thought worthy to be acquainted ; and I am persuaded^ 
that there is not a man in the towu, except one or two 
individuals, who can give any account whatever. of the 
manner in which many of the public charities are dis^ 
posed of. 

JNbr is it known, I helieve, to aj^y of you, whetheif 
the viery large sums of public money now accumulated 
have ever been secured by a sufficient pledge, or whe^ 
thar any interest whatever has, for a course of yearsj 
been required for their use. Whether the fact is or is 
BOK as some have stated it, I confess I know not, but I 
am certain it is a subject on which you are entitled to 
receive the most correct and full information. . 

It may be asked, why I take the present method of 
delivering my sentiments in this public manner :«— my 
reply is^ tiiat, considering the situation in which I stand 
ins a Buq^ss and as a member of the Corporati<m, it 
woiild have been a criminal breach of my duty, had X 
not ..endeavoured at least to prevent the continuance 
of those evils which could not be viewed without a mix- 
ture of oonoem and indignation ; and that I owe to the 
justification of my conduct, and to you^ an explicit ac- 

K 



\ 



66 

cduiit of the reasons which occasioned me to suspenii 
the progecution of those legal proceedings which, you 
Cannot but have heard, I Have for some time past been 
engaged in, with the hopes of reinstating the Corpora- 
tion in such a situation as would entitle it to your <;on^ 
fidenoe. With this view, my first step was to endea- 
vour to render the Corporation itself the instrument of 
Its own restoration ; and I applied to Mr* Wade, and 
stated to him the necessity of taking some effectual 
measures by which the Corporation, might become^ 
what it ever ought to be, an independent and an effi- 
cient body ; and I thought I might hav^ Battered my-^ 
self with the hopes of obtaining his assistance, as the 
object I had in view was not grounded on any pecscmai 
motive whatever^ but was established on the clearest 
principles of justice^ and on the escpress directions ^f 
the Statutes of the Corporation* , I am very sorry to 
add, that in this expectation I have been completely 
disappointed, and that, from the commencement of the 
business to the present hour, I have met with nothing 
but the most decided and pointed opposition from Mr. 
Wade : I. therefore resolved to take such )egal steps as 
I believed would soon bring the matter to- an issue be- 
fore the Court of Chancery; and I applied, by the Town 
Clerk, for such papers as the Mayor had in his posses-' 
sion, which, as Recorder, I conceived I had a right to 
claim. * 

^ri received nothing buta verbal refusal from Mr. 
Wade, and I have never yet had liberty to obtain eve^ 
the perusal of them. Judging that I could not fprm a 
reasonable expectation, that in future an e9E,cepti<m 
would be made in my favour, from that uaadeviating 
coiurse of secrecy and concealment wbicA .has fo^ so 
many years 4>bsGured those transaotiens of which you, 
as Bui^esses, have an unquestionable right to be in- 
formed of, I applied to the public offices in London^ 
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imd obi^ed sUch authentic information as enabled me^ 
mth tbe advice of some of the ablest counsel in the 
kingdom^ to lay the case before the Court of Chancery ; 
and I bad hoped, that rery soon I should have had rea* 
son to congratulate you on the full re^estabiishment of 
your rights as Burgesses. 

I come now to account for a part of my conduct, 
which I feel may be subject to misapprehension^— *if 
not to misrepresentation^ and in justification of my o^m 
character, I think myself called on to state to you the 
reasons which induced me to suspend those legal pro-* 
ceedings which 1 had, after a very laborious and diligent 
investigation, brought to such a state as would proba- 
bly have put a final close to the business. Considering 
the certainty of a very heavy expense which would have 
attached to the Corporation, as well as the probable 
delay which might be expected ; and hoping that, as it 
could not be the personal interest of any individual of 
the Corporation to provoke, by illegal measures, that 
^ust and severe -censure to which he would be subject^— 
J confess I was induced to beUeve, it could not be the 
Ime of conduct which any member of the Corporation 
would adopt. In this hope I was ag^ain completely dis- 
appointed ; and I every day had fresh reason to be con^ 
Vinced, that it was Mr. Wade's determination to secure 
Ane continuance of that power which he had too long 
illegally usurped* But in order to give every possible 
opportunity for him to correct what the smallest degree 
of reflection most have convinced him was both an im<p 
politic and a reprehensible conduct^ I wrote to the 
Mayor the dth day of August last, to request the favour 
of his answef to the following Queries : — 

1st. When he proposed to swear into office the 

two new!y nominated Aldermen. 
2nd, Whether he would oppose the election of 

persons to fiU up the yacancies in the Corporation, 
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9rd. Whether he intended to reingik his oftee^ 
or wotild endeavour to contraue in it st the tiext 
election of Mayor. 

To this letter Mr. Wade has not thought At to return 
any answer whatever : it therefore becomes my mH^ 
pensable duty thus publicly to pledge myself to you, 
that if by any means Mr. Wade shaD continue in office 
of Mayor at the next election, I will dife :tly, at aK 
events, re-commence the prosecution of those lef^ 
proceedings which will ultimately establish the posses* 
sion of your long-neglected rights as Burgesses, Md 
prevent the continuance of mal-HdraiBustration.of thxnst 
public benefits which you have a fight to claim as yent 
inheritance. And here it may be proper for me to re-- 
mark, that as I have never had any personal dit^agiM-- 
ment with Mr. Wade, my fixed determination proceeds 
entirely from my sense of the highly unbecoming part 
which I should act, if I should suffer myself to connive 
at what I conceive to be a flagrant breach of public doty* 

The Corporation can never become what it was ori- 
ginally designed to be-^he efl&cient protection of yomr 
interest, unless the legal number of Aldermen is elect- 
ed, and the body rendered complete. And should you^ 
be so fortunate as to obtain the assistance of respecta- 
ble persons, such as have lately been added to the num- 
lier^ and such as you have unfortunately tost by the 
death of that worthy Alderman, Mr. Hiom, yon will no 
longer have reason to entertain a doubt whether the 
Corporation deserves to be considered by you as the 
faithful trustees of your public charities, and the efB- 
cient guardians of your general interest 5 you will then 
recover your undoubted rights as Assistant Burgesses,-— 
tights, now hardly known to exist, but which will, I 
trust, be exercised in future to your honour and the 
public advantage. In regard to the individuds who may 
in future cdmpose the membetd of the Corporation^ I 
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bu?e not a widi, for I am ooafi4»it that loyalty, inte* 
grity, and ability, ^ill ever be considered ae the essen- 
tial claims to your favour : but though I am sensible 
that no dependent man deserves to be considered as a 
fit person to discharge a public trust, I confess I have 
ahrays thought that to be a very narrow and ilKberal 
policy^ which would endeavour Co exclude every on^, 
however eminent for moral character and ability, mere- 
ly because he was engaged in trade. 

Gkntlemen, I have now discharged my duty and the 
dictates of my conscience, by stating the situation in 
which 1 stand relative to you and the Corporation. I 
am sensible that the assistance which I can offer to you 
is -very limited, but such as it is, I shall freely exert it; 
and I tnidt that you will do me the j notice to beliere, 
that in the prosecution of this business I have at least 
proved that I am incapable of remaining an indifferent 
spectator, when I think I can in any degree be the 
means of preventing the continuajice of those evils, of 
which you have already had too long so much just rea- 
t^on to complain, 

I am> Gentlemen, your obedient humble Servant, 

WARWICK, 
Recorder of the Borough of Warwick. 
Wabwick-Cabtle^ Sept,24,l799. 

Abont this time Lord Warwick entertained the 
serioas determination of thoroughly reforming the 
Corporation ; and with this view had a complete 
transcript made of all the charters, and translations 
by Mr. Vandersee an experienced antiquarian law- 
yer. But his lordship's sinister objects of governing 
and using the Corporation, I have been informed, 
prevailed over his desire of reforming it; and no- 
thing was e&cted beyond the effect of threats. In 
three years afterward» we find his lordship agun 



70 

♦ i 

actively engaged in correspondence with the Cor- 
poration^ but his own object transpires through 
the design ofinfluencingthe corporate body to per- 
form their duty. The subject of the second letter 
was the intended choice of Mr. Weston, instead of 
a nominee of his lordship's. The following is a 
copy of this singular epistolary and municipal do^ 
cument t it was sent by Lord Warwick to Mr. 
Edwards the Mayor, on the morning of its date, 
being the day on which Mr. Weston was elected 
an alderman of the borough, to the great annoy- 
ance of his lordship, who had anxiously sought the 
substitution of Mr. Ford Naish in his stead. 



Sir, W. C. Fcby 20. 1802. 

When I consider the very serious Consequences 
which must inevitably follow the measures which may 
t^hia Day be adopted by the Corpor*", I think it neces- 
sary to write to you, trusting to your Character that 
you wiU give my Letter a candid Consideration. 

You cannot I am sure believe that it is the Interest 
of the Corporation of the Town of Warwick that the 
Corporation its Recorder & the Head of my Family 
should be at varience : and the seeds of constant alter- 
cation and Enmity should be suffered to exist, you Will 
recollect the Conditions on which my Brolihcr Mr. Gee* 
ville resigned his Gown, which he surely would not have 
done had he conceiv'd that it would have been tbe Inn 
tention of the Corporation to el^ct a person a Member 
of its Body whose Enmity to me has b^en publickly 
declared and who may therefore be reasonably considered 
as hostile to every object which I may have in view for 
the purpose of reinstating the Corporation in the good 
opinion of the Borough as the faithfull Guardians of its 



n 

j^ubHc Interests. There are certsdnly many valid Ob-^- 
jections to Mr. Weston's Election^ particularly as being 
one of the Partners in a Bank with a Person who is the 
IVeasurer of very large Sums of the Publick Money. 

But to prove that 1 have no other Wish than to pre- 
vent if possible an Appeal to the Court of King's Bench 
to which . if the Conduct of the Corporation is not 
speedily greatly altered I must resort — 

I will if the Corporation thinks Bt nofv to elect Mr. 
Ford Naish not oppose by any Interest which I may 
have the Election of Mr. Weston on a future Vacancy. 
After having made this perfectly candid OiFer^ I shall 
consider the rejection of it as a mark of that disregard 
to me personally which my public Conduct does not 
justify, and as a declared Intention of the Corporation 
to persist in that line of Conduct which 1 owe to the 
public to oppose by every measure in my power and I 
doubt not but that I shall ultimately succeed in render- 
ing the Corporation no longer the seat of scandalous 
Chicane, conces^lment, and neglect oif that public Duty 
which the members of the Corporation are bound to 
discharge as Guardians and protectors of the Interests 
and rights of the Borough uf Warwick. 
The Mayor \ I am Sir Your humble Ser*. 

of Warwick./ W. 

PJS. Thinking it right that niy Sentiments may be 
known 1 beg leave to desire that this Letter may be 
communicated to the Corporation previous to the Elec- 
tion of an Alderman. 

The disgracefiil intriguing between the noble 
£arl and the Corporation is too palpable to need 
amy comment : bis lordship^ in the first part of liis 
letter^ states objections in principle to the election 
of Mr* Weston, and then offers, if the Corporation 
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will first elect Mr. Naisb^ not to oppose Mr. W^8« 
ton's election on a future vacancy ! Lord Warwick 
lived to experience the common fate of those who 
make and nse tooUy viz. to see them t^rn against 
himself when it better suited their purposes. 

Various sul;)se<}nent reports, ordei:8, and decueefi^ 
not necessary to particularize, have irom time to 
time augmented the stipends of the corporate offi-^ 
cersj clergy, and schoolmasters, as the charity funds 
progressively increased. It will, however, be only 
necessary to detail the last ord£r^ made by the 
Master of the Rolls, on the application of the Sti- 
pendiaries under the ti*usts of the Corporation for 
an increase of their salaries, the application cS the 
surplus, '8gc.^ The respoetive stipends we now iu-» 
creased as follows : 

SHpeneliariee, liOte Stipend, Incfeast, ' Total SHp&nd* 

Vicar of St. Mary - 155 0-115 0, - 250 

Assistuit - - - 60 6 - 45 - 105 

ViicarofSt.NieholM 100 - 100 0-200 

Vicar of Budbrook,e 5^ 16 - 43 2 ^ 100 '0 

Master of JBchod, - 75 Q - .60 t 135 .0 

Clerk of St. Mary - 11 16 8 - 8 3 4 •« 20 

Sfexton of ditto - - 6 10 - 4 - 10 10 

Mnyctf of Warwiok iOO 0^ - 50 - 150 

ToWDGkrk- - - 15 - 10 * 25 

Seijeaut at Maoe * a5 "- 5 * 20 ^ 

Yeoman Serjeant - 10 - 5 0,0- 15 jO 
Beadle ---- 500- 500tI0 00 



'■» * 



(2). «g 1,040 IfO 



' I ' >■» 



(1) 58 George III. dated 22d January, 1816. 

(2) In this order the aehoolma^ter s assistant or usher, be- 
iA% ii0n-*eadatent, is not named or the stipend increased. 
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•No liberal or educated person can object to tlie 
proper remnneration of the clergy and the instruc- 
tors of yonth^ or iildeed can deny that in general^ 
and compared with other professions^ they are un- 
derpaid .. for their important and indispensable 
services in society. The present stipends frona 
th* Goiporation of Warwick, so far from being 
excessive, ai*e in fact too scanty, and ought to be 
iiiftfaer increasledas the public funds grow in value^ 
tbat is to say, if the several parties really perform 
tlfeir respective duties, and show the same lively 
and'Zealdus interest io those duties which they 
never fail to display in seeking an increase of 
stipends, 

"This curkms history of the Corporation and 
public trusts of liie Borough of Warwick will have 
convinced eVery reader of the frailty of corporate 
officers, and of the necessity of jetdously watch- 
ing and defending the administration of chartered 
powers; The oormp^n and malversation here 
proved to have existed iVom the earliest period of 
the incorporation of the Borough, and which alike 
eixist in aU corporations where historical light can 
penetrate through the darkness of their transact 
tions, is convhidng^ evidence of the valne of the 
precise regulations in the old charters for periodi- 
cal elections and open acconnta, as also of the ne- 
cessity of legally controlling, punishing, and re- 
medying, violations of corporate trusty; 

: I ^proceed now to the most important, difficult, 
and f enrfer part of my letter, viz., the present 
STATE of the Corporation of Warwick, I shall 
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hdwever as fearlessly and plainly ejcamine Into its 
present as its past condition ; and thongh snoh 
corrupt miscondnct may not be detected, \ shall 
expose iabuse and malversation of public trnst^ 
equally injnrions to the Burgesses aftd in open 
violation of their chartered rights. 

T shall investigate the ^tate of the Corporation 
by the simple and indisputable evidence of the ob- 
servance or non-observance of the goverking 
CHARTER, and the law ot corporations. By this 
test the members of the corporate bbdy must be 
tried ; it is a jurisdiction to which they must 
plead, and where if wrongfully accused they must 
also appeal for acquittal. 

I shall premise that ignorance can form no jus- 
tification of the abuse of chartered authority. If a 
man is competent and eligible to fill a public office 
It is his bounden duty to inform himself zealously 
and thoroughly of the nature, extent^ and»limita- 
tion of his duties ; if he does not so ihform him- 
self he has no business to undertake the office. 
Nor can abuse be ever legalized or sanctioned by 
long continuance and custom. It is absurd to say 
"that Burgesses are not permitted to eiiiercise a 
chattered privilege because they never show an 
inclination to enjpy it : the long disconttmuince 
of a right naturally begets an indifference to^its 
value ; and instead of that apatby being an argn- 
ment against reviving the public interest it is .pf«- 
cisely the contrary, a reason why they sfaonld be 
awakened to a sense of their rights. But I cannot 
impute ignorance in the present instance because 
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tbe CarpmalioQ ap aboanded aud abounds with 
lawyers and magiAtratesy that they must have had 
a knowledge of their chartered duty. It would 
have been far more creditable, not to say more poli- 
tic, bad tUf present members of the Corpwation 
manfully come forward to the Bui^sses and said 
^^ we are aware that you have long been deprived 
of nattoy of your municipal rights, the Corporation 
have long misconducted your public trusts, and we 
wiU remedy all your just subjects of complaint/* 

Tbin honest and handsome conduct would have 
conciliated all^ and. would have insured for the 
Ccurporation the grateful confidence of the Bur- 
gesses. But the last choice of Aldermen was the* 
public derision and contempt of the whole town. 
And what Uttle knowledge of and community with 
the Burgesses did that choice exhibit ! 

I now proceed to examine the prescription of 
the Governing Charter, and how its provisions 
are respected in the present administration of the 
Coiporatiou. 

The Mayor. 

Fur^* Hie Charter directs the annual periocU- 
cal change of the Majfor, by the msyority of Al- 
dermen assigning every Michaelmas-day two of 
their body who have not served the office of 
mayor within three previous years, for the elec- 
tion hf the. Burgesses of a new officer. Has this 
direction of the Charter been observed ? It has 
not. The late Mr. Wade and Mr. John Bohun 
Smyth were mayors for several successive yeara 
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by the illegal connivafice and perniiKsion of some 
of the aldermen now living ; and the late holding 
over by Mr. Wilmshurst, the Eac^Mayotydisplaeed 
by the recent Mandgmus in bis third sncceswre 
mayoralty^ is fresh in the recollection 4f the Hw-* 
gesses. I shall not allude tor the circnmstanoM 
attendant on Mr. Wilmshnrsfs last entry ou the 
office^ as they were the subject of legal prooeedk^ 
ings; but the^cf^ aboye stated are indisputable 
vkdations of the Charter^ ipsultipg and injnriooa 
to the Burgesses. The discontinoanoe^ aiso^ of 
the customary public dinner to the principal Biir*^ 
gesses is highly discreditaUe,- from whatever ibo>* 
tive k proceeds. Certain funds are allowed the 
Mayor from the public pur«e,< for aw annual en** 
tertainment : the decrees, cited in these pi^s e$^ 
pecially order and allow this stipend for. thepvr* 
poses of hospitality/. Such periodical feasts*bring 
the chief magistrates of towns in vei^y useful ocmi* 
municatiou with the burgesses ; they are, fit ocr 
casions for the display of public opinion^ when all 
party spirit has a truce, and. at which there should 
be no distinction of party or opinion. But at alt 
events^ if any periodical and useful customs are 
discontinued, the funds decreed for their expenses 
should not be drawn from the public purse* 

■ • . * ' ' • ■* ' • . • . . . . 

t The Alp^^me^. 

Second. The Charter ordains that vacancies iar 
the body of Aldermen occasioiied by death, re^ 
tlrement, non-residence, misconduct, or remoYi^ 
for wj just cause, should be (illed up> by the 
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Corporation witbin eight days, from among the 
most honest and discrete resident Burgesses of 
tbe town,, who shall have resided at least Mrei^ 
years . in the Bcirough ; miqnestionably meakiingj 
from among those-persons whose long connection 
with' the Bfnrgessesyt^— whose intimate knowledge 
of their jutereslB^^ — whose age and eixperience, best 
qtaiify th^m to administer the pnblic trosts^ Now^ 
has thm Charter direction been* obserred ? It ha^ 
fasen disregaided >and' ^olated in every- possible 
way. The body of Aidermensome years sinoe was 
allowed to continue»so vacant that one more deatb^' 
rodhiciog it within the minority of six, wonid have 
fiMofeited the Charter ! . For many years past per* 
Sims not only ill qualified bnt notoriously ineligi^ 
bkehftve been elected by the CorporatioOy quali^ 
fiod, and acted- as aldermen. Mr. Kelynge Gr^en«* 
way was elected when Treasurer or Receiver of 
the Coiporation, and held the two inconsistent 
offices for a considerable time; His brother, Mrl 
George Gattell Green way, is the present Trea-^ 
surer. Mr. Weston, a partner in the bank of 
Messrs. Whitehead and Green way ^ is continued an 
alderman years after he has constantly resided at 
Stnttford-oU'^Avon^etght miles from the Borough t 
The Reverend Thomas Cattell, a cousin of Mr: 
Green way, a clergyman whose legal and frequent 
residence is or ought to be at his living of Berks^ 
well, was elected, qualified, and continues an al- 
derman. Sir Charles Gre villa, K.C.B. a general 
in the army, a brother of die Recorder Lord War- 
wick, the member also for the Borough, who ne^ 
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ver resides and sejklom enters the Borough^ was* 
elected an aldennan and quaUfied, and still holds 
Ms ojSSce ! ^ A few months since Mr. Farr, ano« 
ther relation of Mr. Greenway, who had only re- 
sided in the borough two years,-7— who lives, though 
in the borough, out of the town,— find whose* ilt 
health and lamented paralysis renders faim totally 
incapable of and unfit for public duties, and wlw 
is, moreover, an entire stranger ^to the Burgesses 
and their interests, was elected i^ aldermas. 
Whether he has qualified I know not ; if he has 
liot, I hope he will have the decency and pradence 
to decline the office thus illegally conferred upon 
him. The Town Cleric, Mr. Tibbitts senior, was 
elected an alderman at the same time ; and it h 
currently reported that the pulse of the Corpora 
tion.was felt as to the nomination ofMr.Bdwavd 
Greaves (another partner in the same bank), who 
was also ineligible from defect of residence, ' and 
whose youth was sorely a complete disquaRfica- 
tk>n for such an office tiU future years shall have 
placed his claims on a par with those of older bm^- 
g«iases. Age and experience, and the tempering 
of c^inions by the addition of years, must heuU 
lowed to form discretion (the Charter requisite), 
without any reflection on that gentleman. It is 
surely a singular coincidence, that cdl the probity 
and fitness for the: office of alderman should cei^- 



^•mtim 



(1) When Sir Charles Greville was nominated, his i^ame wai^ 
directed hy one of the aldermen since deceased to he interline- 
ated or antedated in the levy hook, which was accordingly done^ 
but I am sure ^thout his knowledge or concurrence* 
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tel* in one family and connection ! It is snrely not 
fitting that the piurse and the pnrse-strings of the 
public trasts should be held in the same hands; 
The object of family influence in all these ar-» 
rangements is too palpable not to be apparent to 
the. whole town. It is perceived and condemned 
by the majority of the Bargesses^ though it is pos-^ 
sdile that the fact may not be known to the Cor- 
ponntion. Those who are asking favours and 
craving the benefit of the trusts are not likely to 
tell uapalatable tmtha to their benefactors. It is 
a. vulgar error to suppose that mmiey is the only 
influeDoe which operates on men's minds to ob^ 
tain tbe.control of public trusts: money*s-worth^ 
in the article power y is a much more coveted pos- 
session ; the former will never influence men of 
the acknowledged and unimpeached private inte^- 
grity of Mr. jGreenway, when the latter will have 
its silent efieet. 

I shall here offer a few remarks on the subject of 
the class of burgesses best qualified for the office of 
aldermen^ I do not say that the aldermen should 
exelum^ehf be selected from the tradesmen and 
commercial ranks ; but surely^ a few tradesmen 
and old burgesses among the lawyers and gentry 
woiild not disgrace or revolutionize the Corpora- 
tion* As the late Recorder Lord Warwick ob« 
serves in his letter^ it is ^^ a very narrow and illi- 
beral policy which would endeavour to exclude 
every one^ however eminent for moral character 
and ability, merely because he was engaged in 
trade."' It is observable, also, that all the old char- 
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ters of the Borough Bomitiate ^e majorkr of ilie 
aldermen from ammig the tradesmen of the torwn; 
and that at a time when it is well known tfaeOSau 
rough was the town residence of many more gen^ 
try than at present. - It will handly he contended 
that the morptl or iBtelleetnal charact^ of the mid*^ 
die classes has receded of late years ; it is rathi^t in 
advancecompared with that of their *^ bfetters**" Tlie 
tradii^g inhabitants of the town are more Kk^yr^o 
be iofprmedv and interested in the wants of tfaeif 
feUow townsmen, and acquainted with die mostde<i 
serving objects of assistance and charity*; they ore 
least likely in.a body to prostitute the powers and 
trusjts of thercorporati^n tO|io/i<ica£pixrposeGr: but 
smrely clergymen are of all classes' the most^im^" 
proper intruders. The clergy whenthey^ meddle 
with secular afiairs^ violate a solemn vow made at 
their ordinatidn^ to. give themselves. ^'wboHyi to 
their vocation ;^^ and the Gentile. Apostle wisely 
eounsels the deaconsof the Corintlmin Church--^ 
f^ if then ye have judgments pertaining to ^ this 
lif^3 set them to judge, who are least esteemed in 
thet church/' The old law of the land, by exemipt^ 
log the ministers of religion from the burthen' dF 
civil duties, doubtless considers them unabie con^ 
sistently to assume them. I believe Yery little 
difference of opinion prevails on this heed among 
the laity .«*rrNor qan I <x!mceive that militanf men 
liaUe to he called out; on duty are proper persons 
for such offices :\ their selection^ must have some 
object different from the simple interest of the Bo- 
rough ; but^ unquestionably, native residents with 
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krge property and coonectiofis in the Borough 
are more eligible persons for the civil trusts* The 
ekctioaa of 3ir Ct)arlea Greville^ the brother of tliQ 
liaQorder ; of Colonel Steward, who was in the 
Rdcordeir^s militia, second in command ; of ]\f r. 
WiUnsJburst, tbe.snrgeoa of the same militia, are 
siognlar coincidences, and reflections naturally oc-? 
enr^ that these afjpointments were not solely foe 
the sake of the burgesses. I affirm unreservedly, 
that these are not the elections which should be 
sdada^or which areagreeajble to the burgesses, whose 
kiterests are pompromised in such partialities. 

The Assistant Burgesses. 

This part of the Common Council of the cor- 
porate body 16 entirely wanting, and a constant 
violation of the Charter will exist till it is restored 
and {ts full number co0ipleted« When the Assist* 
ant Burgesses are again ele^ed, they will judge 
fer th^Baelves what power they possess. 

« 

The Tqwn Clerk. 

. The Charters direct that this officer i^hall be a 
Mast learned in the laws^ the legal iuiterpretatipa 
of which is. an adimtt^d. attorney, or a gentleman 
eaUed to the Bar. The recent appointment by the 
iWqairder of Mn T^bhitts Junior, a minor, not out 
of hit) articles of clerkship, and dierefore viei;y 
iDexperi^nced aad unl^arufed in the law, tB.anoi- 
thar ^ross violation of the Chartere Uqder such 
ciuQuitiSJtaiices the Mayor wiU be guilty of a breach 
of dii^^y if hj^ i^wears him i9to office. The deities 

M 



82f 

6f the Town Clerk are most importftnt: he isthe^ 
legal adviser of the Corporation (and that they 
want a better than they have hitherto had is now 
pretty evident) j he issnes the process of the local 
jurisdiction on small debts ; he is the real jnstice 
of petty offences, — the interpreter of the bye laws. 
Is such an office to be made hereditary ? — to be 
entrusted to boys ? Are the persbnal liberties and 
judicial interests of the burgesses to be so little 
considered ; and are all the experienced and re- 
spectable professional gentlemen of the Borough 
to be thus passed over ? Surely the Recorder and 
Corporation will not thus continue to despise the 
good opinion of the town. 

Th£ Borough Magistrates^ or Sekior- 

Aldermen. 

By the Governing Charter the Mayor and the 
two senior Aldermen are the magistrates or jus- 
tices of the peace for the Borough. ' The Corpo-» 
ration are highly reprehensible in allowing the 
inefficient performance of the greater part of these 
important duties by Mr. Bos well. Age and past 
services entitle men to the grateful respect of tiieir 
fellow townsmen ; and I should greatly regret if, 
in these necessary remarks, I was guilty of* one 
disrespectful expression towards the eharactef 
and former services of that worthy aldefrman. 
But Mr. Boswell's infirmities render him utteriy 
unfit to discharge his important magisterial fnnc- 
tions ; he should be relieved of duties which can-* 
tiot but be oppressive to himself and ill-performed 
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by him on behalf of the bnrgesses. I am informed 
chat be wishes to retire^ and I therefore do not en* 
ter into many particulars which woald incontesti- 
bly prove the justice of these reluctant remarks. 

The Estates and Accounts. 

By the decrees and orders before abstracted 
the trust estates are to be let by public auction in 
the Shire Hall. The public fiiuds are thereby 
greatly increased, and every burgess has his equal 
chance of tenancy. Tbe accounts are to be an- 
nually and publicly audited, not in gross but in 
detail : copies are to be lodged with the church- 
wardens a week before the audit, and fair tran- 
scripts also, when passed, are to be deposited in 
the parish chest. I am aware that these orders 
are partially observed, which I believe few of the 
bui^esses know : indeed^ little more is known at 
Warwick of the Corporation than the occasional 
sight of the mace and paraphernalia of office. I 
contend that the burgesses at large should be in- 
formed of every item of the corporate jreceipts and 
disbursements : a general abstract, at least, ought 
to be armuMy published for the information of the 
town. If the Corporation faithfully administer the 
public trusts, the public ought to know it,^ and give 
them credit for it : ** let your light so shine before 
men that they may see your good deeds ;** the 
authority of which the reverend alderman well 
knows and should enforce on the Corporation.^ 

. (1) The public accounts are published in many corporate 
towns. In the City of Iiondon the Common Council annually 
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The Corporation of Warwick are now the trute^s 
of public fiinds to the amoant of Five Thousand 
Pounds per annum, or thereabouts : the yearly 
stipends they have to pay only amount to $^1040; 
and these funds, adequate to every want of the 
Borough, are likely to increase progressively to a 
much larger income ! In the last year the Corpo- 
ration received from the rental of Henry VIIIth*s 
estates alone the sum of ^2,766, 15*. 9rf.; for 
the last year's arrears jgl ,3 1 1 , 0*. 6rf. ; for build- 
ing materials of Mr. Wise, on Worrall's land^ 
^201, 3*.; and for timber ^9, 9*. lOrf.: total 
on this estate only, a receipt of f&ur tficusand tm> 
hundred and seventjf'-eight pounds, nine shillings. 
Hiey charge themselves with the disbursemtent of 
^5,489, 13*, 2^rf.: the burgesses ^ould be fe- 
voured by the publication of the item^. Consi- 
derably above owe thousand pounds, I believe, was 
expended over the new burial-ground and ofaapel 
in Friar s Lanfe ! 

The Valuation of Oaiken*s Charity estate by Mr.* 
William Whately in 1821, amounted to the an*^ 
nual lental of ^779, 1^. 

The annual proceeds df Sir Thomas White's 
Charity — ^the accumulations of which must be very 
greatj,'— and the mode of investment and interest 



order their accounts to be printed and distributed, wbicb is re- 
gularly 4oTke, entitled — " A Statetiaent of the Produce and Bx- 
penditare of the .City's Estate^ for the year eadlng 31^ Dec. 
1826 5 to which is subjoined, the Balance remaining in Mr. 
ChaBiberlain's hands, &c. of all the several Accounts kept in 
the Chamber of London, &c/' 
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of the accumnlation, are unknown to me. I have 
reason to believe that this valnable charity is now 
more than adequate to the objects of the donor, 
and that its benefits might be materially extended. 
A complaint exists, however well founded I know 
bot, that apphcations for the loans of this estate 
are unanswered for months together, because the 
Corporation do not periodically or legally assem** 
hie : and a much more serious complaint prevails, 
viz. that legal proceedings, unauthorised by the 
Corpclrathm^ have been commenced against some 
parties from political feelings. I can scarcely 
believe that these assertions are well foiiuded; 
if they are, I feel confident that this public notice 
of them wilt at once stop so illiberal a neglect of 
public rights and so unjust an exercise of public 
power. 

By the following letter from the Town Clerk of 
Nottingham to the Mayor of Warwick it appears 
that the Coventry Corporation did not honestly 
administer Sir Thomas White's funds ; and the item 
of interest in all the corporations enjoying this 
trust is still said to be not properly credited, 

Sia, 

In September last a deputation was sent from 

this Corporation to Coventry, to receive the proportion 
of the rents of Sir Thomas White's estate, which, ac- 
cording to rotation, then became payable to the Corpo- 
ration of Nottingham. It has, in consequence, unavoid* 
aWy happened, that the accounts of the Corporation of 
Coventry, as the receivers and trustees of this charity, 
have been the subject of investigation by the Mayor and 
Common Council of this town. In the course of «uch 
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extunination it appeared to them^ that the produce of 
the rents of this estate remains in the hands of the Cor- 
poration of Coventry, or their receiver,- for one whole 
year previous to the balance being paid over, without 
any interest being allowed for the same, which the. 
members of this Corporation think is improper. There 
does appear to this Corporation to be a good and valid 
reason for the retention of the money for the year be** 
yond the time at which it is originally received, but 
none at all why the receiver should not make himself 
responsible for the amount of interest which he may 
derive upon the balance remaining in his hands until it 
is again paid over. The money is retained a year, be- 
cause by this means the receiver has always in hand a 
sum of money more than competent to meet every pos- 
sible disbursement which, may fall upon the estate, aci* 
cording to an arrangement of the accounts by which 
each separate Corporation is charged with its fifth part 
or share of each particular head of annual expenditure, 
so that although the receiver is bound to pay each head 
of disbursement when it is inqurred, he cannot be re- 
imbursed that distinct head by a repayment specifically 
on that account until five years after it is, first paid, but 
he is virtually repaid every disbursement when the next 
year's rent is in hand. In any other way of arranging 
these accounts, the receipts of each particular year would 
be subject to the disbursements of that particular year, 
and thus the clear produce ^ for each particular year 
would be uncertain and fluctuating, and subject to be 
xlepressed or raised at the pleasure of the Corporation 
of Coventry, who might thus themselves derive, or ena- 
ble other favourite Corporations to derive, more than 
their due proportion of the profits. The Corporation 
of Nqttinghapi however, submit, that after the e^^pira- 
t^on pf the year when the receiver is againt in the re«- 
peipt of another year's rent of the estate, he ought to be 
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made accountable (beidg paid ^50 a year f6r recetttti^ 
diese rents) for the interest upon the rents received, 
after deducting therefrom the amount of the disburse- 
ments chargeable to the Corporation entitled to the 
preceding year's clear produce of this estate. 

This letter is addressed to you, Sir, by desire of the 
Corporation of Nottingham, who through me request 
that you will take an early opportunity of laying it be-* 
fore the members of the Corporation of Warwick ; and 
if you should concur with them in opinion, that the 
complaint of this Corporation is well founded^ they will 
be glad to adopt some means of concerting the best 
manner of acting in concert with the other Corporations 
interested herein in endeavouring to get the error rec- 
tified. I have been directed to write in similar terms 
to the Mayors of Northampton and Leicester, and when 
I have the pleasure of hearing from you and them, I 
have no doubt I shall be directed to address you again 
on this subject. 

I have the honour to be. Sib, 

Your's very respectfully, " 

GEORGE COLDHAM, 

Town Clerk. 

SiSth December, 1814. 

Th£ Free Grammar School^ 

The value of public education is now too well 
acknowledged and estimated to require any re-' 
marks on the importance to the Borough of a 
Free Public School, where the children of the btkr* 
gesses may be instructed without expense, and in 
th^e best post^ible manner^ The late invaluable la- 
bours of Mr. Brougham, and the investigations 
and reports of the Parliamentary Commission of 
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inqniry into the state of the public schooltf of the 
kingdom are universally known, and have revived 
numerous important rights of the public. 

Tlie present inefficient condition .of the King*s 
School of Warwick is deeply to be regretted and 
condemned* The responsibility of its present de- 
cayed and almost annihilated state rests on the 
Corparation, l)ecause that public body, as the con* 
scrvators of the public rights, ought not only to 
have maintained but to have improved its utility. 
The office of schoolmaster is at present very little 
removed from a sinecure. Tliat provision which 
ought to educate ALL the children of the town^ 
scarcely educates any. In 1818, when Mr. Nicho- 
la$} Carlisle published his valuable history of. tb6 
endpwed Grammar Schools of England and Wales, 
he stated, that " at present there are but one or 
two boys in the school T — his own italics and note 
of admiration. Mr. Carlisle's work was composed 
from materials obtained through the liberal and 
courteous communications of the trustees and mas- 
ters of the several endowed schocis throughout the 
kingdom : but of the College School of Warwick 
he could learn nothingbeyond its decayed state; and 
he concludes a meagre account of it by recoitfiing, 
that " no answer has been received to the repeated 
Applications of the author r At the present time, 
I am informed, the school does not con tain, mpre 
thaffl five scbolans !— loi statiug these facte, I beg 
leave uoi to be conaideri^ as making aoy rejec- 
tion <m the Hevereiadi Mr. Inues, it&e. bead master; 
I only regret, that the Boitiugh should not derive 
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greater advantages irom his acknowledged accom-^ 
pUshttients and capabilities of instrnction. It is 
Said that the course of instruction prescribed by 
theSxATUTES includes only the leaf ned languages: 
of the truth of this report I cannot judge, as I 
never saiv the statutes here alluded to, or kneie 
of any burgess being fortunate enough to obtain a 
sight of them. But if such hye4aws of regulation 
really exist, they were of course supplemental to 
the original Charter of Henry VIII., cited in 
page 15 of this letter, and were, doubtless, intend^ 
ed to extend the utility of the school. Seeing, 
however, that the present restrictive effect of these 
said statutes has been to ruin the school, it is cer-- 
tainly the bonnden duty of the Corporation, as the 
trustees and visitors, to revise the statutes, and to 
extend the course of instruction to commercial 
and popular education, as that most adapted to the 
general rank of the burgesses. If they have not 
themselves the power of thus re-modelling the 
school, they can obtain it of the legislature or 
Chancery ; and by neglecting longer to extend the 
system of instruction, ihey are committing a breadi 
of trust. To the stipends of the head master and 
usher a further increase might be advantageously 
and liberally made, provided a more general mode 
of education were establrshed. The premises and 
funds are ample for both a classical and a coim- 
mercial school, optional to the inhabitants, as they 
may judge best to place their children : or the 
masters might be allowed, as in the Scotch col- 
leges, to take a moderate gratuity from each scho- 

N 
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lar for any extra instruction — an incentive gene- 
rally agreeable to the masters and advantageGU» 
to the scholars. There are two exhibitions, of 
the present annual value of ^70 each, for young 
mei;i natives of the Borough and educated at this 
school, towards defraying the expense of their 
education at Oxford for seven years; and also two 
other exhibitions at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
for scholars from Cranbrook or Warwick schools. 
These constitute invaluable rights : native pre- 
eminent talent, in humble circumstances, may by 
them obtain the advantages of university educa- 
tion, and they should produce scholars and men 
of genius equal to those who have been the glory 
of almost all the other public schools of the king- 
dom. If merit was made the sole ground of eligir 
bility to these exhibitions, a principle of emula- 
tion would be created that could not fail to form 
a flourishing school. Merit often has not elevated 
boys to this preferment, whilst Corporation and 
individual interest hds^ in many instances, so ele- 
vated them, to the gross injustice of the claims of 
native burgesses. I do not cite instances, because 
I began these pages with a resolution of avoiding 
all unnecessary retrospective personal reflections.* 
But the fact is sufiiciently notorious : I have thus 
broadly stated it: I am ready with examples. The 
nuisance ought to be abated. The Corporation 
possess the power of rectifying such palpable 
abuses, and they ought to exercise it. Every e»- 
courugement ought to be held out and afibrded 
for the burgesses to place their sons at this school : 
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its system of instruction ought immediately to be 
reconsidered, revised, and extended. An assistant 
usher ought to be appointed, and an institution 
which at present is but a dead letter, ought to be 
made useiul and beneficial to the town. Such 
an extension of the object of the royal founder 
may be exampled in the acts of parliament ob- 
tained for the Shrewsbury Free School, the Lon^ 
don Public Schools, and is indeed at this moment 
in progress in the county of Warwick, under the 
laudable application of the governors of the Bir- 
mingham Free School, to extend the benefits of 
their increasing funds. The present improved 
regulations and advantages, also, of Lord Leices- 
ter's Hospital in this Borough — an eleemosynary 
foundation most excellently conducted — is a local 
example. 1 I cannot dismiss this subject without 
again disclaiming all intention of making any per- 
gonal reflection on Mr. Innes, who, I am sure, 
would gladly forward any plan of improvement, and 
who cannot be so well satisfied in receiving a sine- 
cure stipend frooi the trust funds of the town, as 
he would be in becoming the promoter and instru- 
ment of a real system of public education suited 
to the habits, station, and circumstances of the 
great body of the burgesses. I consider the pre- 
sent state of this school as the greatest reflection 



^ I avail myself of this opportunity of a sincere tribute of 
^o the laudable exertions and conduct of the Reverend 
praise \ ^^y early instructor), and who is always forward 
Mr. KenG4.g any needed information to the antiquarian in- 
to communifc^cnt and interesting foundation, 
^uirer on this ai. 



\ 
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on the Cprpotation ; and if they do not immedi- 
ately adopt measures for its revival and utility 
1 tmat tbci burgesses will take the- matter into 
their own haods^^for this there are ways and 
sieans.^ > 

I have now concluded a task which I may un* 
afiectedly say has been laborious and painfuL I 
can have bad no pei^sonal or sinister interest in 
the publication of these pages, and perhaps they 
may be received more graciously and less suspici- 
owly j&om one who does not live in the towD* 
Opposition to power is seldom popular, and never 
gainiuK He who boldly undertakes it must expect 
mis^representation and opprobrious epithets; I 
■hidl therefore neither be annoyed by the one nor 
anrprised by the other. It i& possible that in the 
zealous and determined spirit of enquiry and exr 
posure, I may have viewed too partially the mis^ 
government of the Corporation, and not allowed 
the fair meed of pi*aise for their public services. 



(1)1 havel)een informed, tbat some few years since the Cbr- 
poration paid Mr. Boudier the salary of the usher of this school^ 
he, Mr. Boudier, merely receiving it as a bonus for his insufiU 
ciept stipend as cbprch lecturer. ' I am the advocate of a libe- 
ral ^nd further increase of the stipends^ proportionate to the 
ran^L which the clergy and conductors of public education 
should hold and be enabled to maintain. But services andsalari< 
might go together, and not apart. — It is to be regretted, _. 
both <he Vicars of the two parish churches should no^r 
fitantly reside, and ihat the officiating curates t^TeJT^ ^ 
chang^, in the instance of Dr. Wade especially^/T 
ral opinions and literary attainments are ^^S^^f^nreci t d bv^ 
the inhabitaats^ and would be additionally U|^[^ 
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Bnt^ I confess, I cannot discover the claims of the 
Corporation to any particular gratitude from the 
Burgesses. I have proved the illegal and injuriou$ 
violation of the cbarteied rights and franchises of 
the Burgesses in the violation of almost every 
provision of the Governing Charter, I have fairly 
cited the records and documents which evidence 
such violation, and in no one instance have know^ 
iQgly misconstrued, suppressed, or exaggerated. I 
have treated the Corporation in their pubfi^ 
character, and never, when I could avoid it, as in- 
dividuals. On the private character of no memr 
ber of that body have I intentionally reflected ; 
indeed I am willing to hear my testimony to their 
individual respectability and integrity. — But their 
public cojiiduct has subjected them to the remarks 
of these pages ; and if they sincerely intend up- 
rightly to discharge their public trusts, let them 
show thejr resolves by their deeds. There are 
tTPO sorts of general language in the world, thf 
lan^age of our words and the language of our 
actions^ our worda speak and our deeds also; an4 
wise men take care to let their actions speaks W 
well as their tongues. 

I regret to observe the personal calumny which 
has been recently introduced into the town. I can*- 
not bring myself to believe that it is grateful to 
those in whose behalf it is impertinently used. 
It is not likely to answer its venal purpose, and is 
far too contemptible to meet with the slightest 
notice from the well known and respectable iur 
habitants who are the vulgar objects of its abuse 
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and falsehood. It cannot be defended on the score 
of retaliation, for I honestly believe that the legal 
proceedings past, and those intended, are con- 
ducted on public grounds, and with the sole de- 
termination of reforming the Corporation and 
obliging them for the future to respect the char- 
ter, to which, for their very existence, they are 
obliged. 

It is due to Mr. William Collins particularly 
to record in these pages the independent determi- 
nation and assistance he has individually contri- 
buted towards reviving the rights of the Burgesses, 
an acknowledgement I am the more induced to 
make from the consequent proportionate share he 
has had of personal abuse. The famR merited by 
his public spirited and disinterested endeavours 
will exist after his calumniators are forgolkten. I 
know that it was his firm determination j^ong 
before the false motives attributed to him corffe^^d 
have existed) to do his utmost towards restoring 
the chartered rights, and I am confident he will 

. never be deterred by temporary misrepresentation 
from accomplishing their complete restoration. 

As these pages treat of the rights and franchises 
of the Borough of Warwick, 1 cannot, in closing 
them, but record, as a bright example to the ind^ 
pendent electors of every populous city and borough 
in the kingdom, the recent return to parliament by 
the Burgesses of John Tomes, Esq. one of the 
present members for the town, free of expense ; 

. a repi-esentative who from his local residence is 
connected and acquainted with the interests of the 
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Borough^ and who^ as he has not bought^ tvill not 
sell it. This is a constitutional exercise of the 
elective franchise as honourable as it is rare and 
worthy of imitation. And I trust that the inde* 
pendent electors of Warwick will ever oppose any 
future political influence of the Corporation, and 
will at least be represented by one of themselves 
or their immediate neighbours, the representative 
of honest enlightened and constitutional political 
principles.! 

If any justification of this research into the 
origin and conduct of the trusts of the Corporation 
is required, I may appeal to several recent pubKca- 
tions of acknowledged reputation,and utility for an 
example of similar inquiry and exposure. I need 
scarcely allude to Mr. Merewether s report of the 
case of the borough of West Looe, which, it is 
hoped, is but the precursor of a more full history of 
boroughs and a treatise on the law of corporations. 
The charters and other documents relating to the 
king*s town and parish of Maidstone in the county 
of Kent, have been published and edited by Mr. 
James with many valuable notes and annotations ; 

(1) For the determination of the right of election for Bnr- 
gesses at Warwick^ see Journals of the House of Commons^ 
Jovis, 31 die Januarii, anno 9* Georgii Regis 1722. 

Ultimo Mayij 4'» Car. I. 1638. " Resolved, that tbfe right 
of election for the town of Warwick belongeth to the como- 
nalty,'* 

The copy of the following returns were produced, all which 
are thus — " Burgenses et Inhabitantes Burgi elegerunt" 1 6th 
Jan. 1700 : 22nd July, 1702 : 5th May, 1708 ; 4th October^ 
1710. 



96 

as alao^a collection by Mr* Griffith^ of the ancient 
retofdsof tkeborongh of Huntingdon. I haVe be- 
fore noticed the pamphlet by Mr. Cr uden^ to whom 
I have been occasionally indebted in these pagesj 
though^ perhaps, he has been rather partial toCor-^ 
]>orations. Marlbbrongh, Devises, and many other 
corporations, some not a hundred miles from 
Warwickji are likely to be submitted to legal re-» 
form; indeed j there prevails throughout the coun- 
try a deterihination to expose and to rectify die 
abuses prevalent in these oligarchic bodies, the 
evils and local tyrannies of which can only be prac^^ 
tically known to those who have seen them in 
aotion. 

l€ would be very desirable and advantageous if 
&ome few of the liberal and opulent inhabitants of 
the towns governed by close corporations, and 
possessing large public trust funds, would unite to 
obtain transcripts and translations of the lofal 
charters and p\ibUc records ; the discoveries would 
amply repay them, and in most instances nndoabt'^ 
^ly point the way to an easy and entire reform 
of corporate abuses.* • 

(1) In a neighbouring corpor£ition the electors on whalt is 
cMtd *' the Corporation interest" vtery lecently received a gftf- 
tuity of aS^ per knan ! One of the opposition voters, conceiving 
that he could do no harm in sharing the plunder, appiied for 
hii fd^uceur, A membef of the Corporation sitting at the receipt 
of custom objected to him as an opponent ; " Yes/* said the man, 
** but I may another time vote yoUr v^ay/* The reply was, '' as 
you put nothing into the well you tan draw nothing out )*' 

(2) tn the Appendist, No. V. see a note of the fees of seArch 
and transcript in the Rolls Chapel^ Chancery Lane^ London* 
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I trast that Mr. Peel and Mr. Brougham^ to 
whom the coantry now look up for jndicial im- 
provemeiits^ will undertake this important invest!* 
gation. The governingcliarters and records of every 
borough and city ought to be universally known^ 
and published in an authorized and legal form ; — 
the anomalies^ inconsistencies^ and unsettled state 
of the law of corporations ought to be investi- 
gated and remedied ^ ; — ^the many benefits of cor- 
porations and local jurisdictionjs retained and ex-^ 
tended, and the many abuses abolished. The ad- 
vantage to the country would be incalculable, foi^ 
the generality of close boroughs are the sinks of 
corruption and party spirit.^ 

(1) Ko general legislative measure has been attempted sincA 
the year 1748. Smollett thus drily records it — " By the report 
of the secret committee it appeared, that the then minister had 
commenced prosecutions against the mayors of boroughs 
who opposed his influence in the elections of members of par- 
liament. These prosecutions were founded on ambiguities in 
charters, or trivial informalities in the choice of magistrates. 
An appeal on such a process was brought into the House of 
Lords ) and this evil falling under consideration, a bill was 
prepared for securing the independency of corporations ; but 
as it . tended to diminish the influence of the ministry, they 
argued against it with their usual eagerness and success, cuid it 
was rejected on a division,** — Smollett's History, vol. iii. 

(2) The Reverend Robert Barnard of Lightbome in the 
county of Warwick, the incumbent of considerable church pre- 
ferment, (whose wife and son are presumptive inheritors of the 
barony and property of Willoughby de Broke) and who has been 
for many years an active magistrate of Warwickshire, has 
thought fit, in addition to all his secular employments, to be- 
come an Alderman of the Borough of Banbury in Oxfordshire, 
a borough with which he is totally unconnected save and except 

O 
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• At sjoixjub future pc^rux} it is my inteotii^n to 
pjojbli^h a mor^e p^icular anil Ml account p{ t]l^ 
various public an^ private charities of Wj^rwic^c, 
to^^f cU >f.bich I have ah*ea^y made ^ coii)idpra|]ile 
t;o|l^ctiDu Pyfprigiual docume^f^^ accpif^paipfied ajb^p 
with much hisfto^rical inforaiation^illustrc^tiye qf t^f^ 



a$ Ueremafter appears. I mean no personal dis^e^pept towar^^ 
that Heverei^d Magistrate when I asl^ what possible objec^ or 
motive consistent with his holy calling he can have in becoming 
a mfember of that corporate body } For the information of my 
r^adera I shall tkrow some light on the worldly motiyps. The 
^rporation of Banbury coD^i§^ of fewjsr than twenty vp^i^r 
^>ers : they return one representative io Fatrljiam^nt* '^Tw 
borough is well known to be pafronaged by the Earl of Guild- 
ford, the near relative of the Honourable Mrs. Barnard.' A 
relative of the Guildford family is usually returned for the bo- 
rough, as In the instance of the present member the Hon. Mr. 
I^^SS^- Th^ Reverend Mr. Barnard therefore, to strengthen 
the ^mily compact, is made an Alderman ! In tl^e last Par-^ 
liament a Bishop in the House of Lords strongly reprobated the 
holding of corporate offices by the Clergy, and stated. l;iis invariar. 
ble discouragement of it in his diocese. IJad those remarks 
Come from the late pious and venerable Dr, North Bishop of 
Winchester, the patron of Mr. Barnard, possibly that geptle- 
man might not hav^ accepted his preferment in the Corporation 
of Banbury. — ^Those who recolleci, and many there af e who do, 
the remarkable schism some years sinc^ in t)he said Corppration 
of Banbury headed by thp Reverend J)t. Lamb agaii^st the inter- 
est of his noble patron Lord Guildford, an4 which termij^ated in 
seating a Warwickshire country gentleman in opposition to the 
noble Earl's nominee, well know the present reason oif stuffing 
this Corporation with fapaily connections. And it is some- 
what amusing that this same Dr. Lamb, who has since through 
a new light seen the error qf his ways and returned to thj^ 
bosom of his patron^ went under nohle ipfluence to voj« for Mr. 
Brougham in Westmoreland !rr-If the p^shioners of Berk^- 



aqtiqpity fuid ^nn?r state oithp towp<i TbeiBi 
appe^ tp^fljie |no3t n^eful an4 ii^tef-f^ting inv^^ 
t^gatipos ; af)(} tl^ey are ^ulijept^ on whjcb little i» 
kpowp Of commudicatefl l^y ^otiqus^rislQ an4 topo^ 
gmpl)ic^l writers. Sikoq)4 leiaiir^ a^id health b0 
allowed me, I shall prpb^bly e^t^nd t^us cpllectic^q 
and pilbi!i<^^tioQ to the recprd^ of all the cprpppir- 
tions and pablic trusta of the county. 

My right to instity.te the free and unceremoni- 
0^9 ^nqniri^s of these pages, may hf questioned by 
sofae who have no i^iea qf public prmcipJe, and 
|vhp conceive that a man not seeking his qiv» in-« 
dividual interest can never be well employed. To 
them I shall only reply that, as an inhabitant of 
the county, I am locally interested in the investi- 
gation ; — that I am a native of the borough, and 
have been a resident burgess. Moreover, as the 
professional agent of the past and intended legal 
proceedings for recovery of lost or abused fran- 



well and Lighthorne, in the simplicity of their natures^ should 
address their Reverend patrons by their civil honours as Mr, 
Aldennan Cattell and Mr. Alderman Barnard^ how ridiculous 
they would feel ? And, when chief officers of their respective 
Corporations, the title of Worship would be somewhat apti- 
christian and idolatrous. 

The Corporation of Banbury is about to be looked into^ the 
petition of Lord Nugent is preparatory. 

(1) A curious manuscript volume belongs to the Warwick 
Corporation, a record of many remarkable local matters, 'called 
the Black Book. See Appendix No. IV. where I have given 
the Index of Contents. No. VII. in the Appendix contains a 
List of MS. Authorities relating to Warwick in the Harleian 
Collection. 
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diises, my responsibility in so public a canse is not 
slight; atid these pages are due equally to myself, 
and to the respectably burgesses whom I repi'edent. 
On this and on every future occasion I will fear- 
lessly use any humble talent or acquirement I may 
possess for the public benefit, without respect of' 
persons, and caring nothing for the *^ worldly con- 
sequences** I may entail upon myself. 

That these pages may prove an eariiesit of such 
endeavours and resolutions, and may aid the Bur- 
gesses of Warwick in the recovery and matnte- 
nanee of their privileges, is the ardent hope and 
desire of their faithful Servant, 

JOSEPH PARKES. 



February, 1827. 
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APPENDIX. 



No. I.— P. 7. 

Doomsday relating to fPanvick* 

IN the Borough of Warwick the King has in his 
deiiieshe 113 houses, and the King's Barons have 112^ 
from the whole of which the King has his tax.* 

The Bishop of Worcester has 9 messuages : the Bi- 
shop of Chester 7 : the Abbat of Coventry 36, and 4 are 
destroyed for the enlargement of the Castle : the Bishop 
of Constance has 1 house : the Earl of Mellent 12 mes- 
suages : £arl Aubrey had 4, which belonged to the land 
he held : Hugh de Grentemaisnil 4, and the Monks of 
Pilardintone hold one of him : Henry de Fereres has 2, 
Harold 2, Robert de Stadford 6, Roger de Ivri 2, Rich- 
ard Venator 1, Ralph de Limesi 9, the Abbat of 
Malmesberie 1, William Bonvaslet 1, William Fitz 
Cprbucion 2, Geoflfrey de Magneville 1, Geoffrey de 
Wirce 1, Gilbert de Gant 2, Gilbert Budi 1, Nicholas 
Balistarius 1, Stephen Stirman 1, Turcbie 4, Harold 2, 
Osbom, son of Richard, 1^ Christina 1^ Luith, a nun, 2. 

These messuages belong to lands which these Baronsf 
hold without the Borough, and are there valued. 

Besides the above-mentioned messuages, there are 
in that Borough 19 Burgesses who have 19 messuages^ 



* Geldum suum: his Danegeld^ viz. a tribute of two shil- 
lings for every hide of land^ first imposed by the Saxon Mo- 
narchs to defray the oppressive extortions of the Danes^ and 
continued long after those people had ceased their predatory in- 
cursions. 

f Baranes : . the Ring's greater tenants. 

P 
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with sac and soc, and all customs ; and so they had in 
the time of King Edward.* 

In the time of King Edward^ the Sheriffwick of War- 
wick, with the Borough, and with the Royal Manors^ 
paid j^65, and 36 sextars of honey, or jl'24, 6s, in- 
stead of tho honey* Now^ between the term of the 
Royal Manors and the Pleas^of the County, it pays j^l45 
by weight, and ^23 for the custom of dogs, and 20 
shillings for a sumpter-horae, and J^IO for an hawk^ 
and 100 shillings for Queen-gold. Besides this, it pays 
24 sextars of honey, of the larger measure ; and from 
the Borough' 6 sextars qf honey, namely, the sextar for 
15 pence. Of this the Earl of Mellent has 6 sextars 
and 5 shillings. 

The custoo^ of Warwick ww, that when the King 
went on an pxpetfition by lapd, ten BurgeiiaeB oi Wtr^ 
wick went fqr all the others. Hfi who, being warned, 
did not gQ, paid IQO shillings to tb^ Kuig* But if the 

King went by fte^^ ^ab^st Im m^wi^t tiiey aent 4 ma** 
?iner« or 4 pQwd3 tq bim. 
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No. 11.— P. 8, 

I/elaftd*s Itinerary relating to ff^artviek. 

I HOAPE fro^n Banbury to\y^arw}k 12 miles by cbaw- 
painig grounij^s, jfruitfulf pf corne ^nd gr^we, barren ^ 
wood, an^ 2milesbysoaie enclosed andw6odygrauades* 

About h^\i^ ^ mue ere I eptred into Warwik I passed 
Qver a 9toi;\^ b^^idge of one arch, and there ruu&etb a 
praty ho-ookett towarde^ Avon RiveT* 

The Towne of Warwicke hath beene right etropgly 
ditched and willed, haviage the qompasse of a gOQct 
mile within the wall. The dike is most manifestly per- 
ceived from the Castle to the West Gate, and there is 
the great crest of earth that the wall stood on. Part of 
the walles neere the gates are yet scene. 

The East and the West Gate yet remaine. The North 

* About 20 year» pr^xiotts> (q the DoQu^j^ky Swrw^y* 
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Gate is ddwne. Hi^ strength of tbe Btidgt by tli€! Cas- 
tle 0tood fot the Scmth Gate* 

Tbe magnificent and strong^ Cattle of Wafwik^ be- 
ing at the west^douth^trest ende of the towne, hard 
by the right f ipe of Avon^ is sett upon an huge I'ocke 
of atone^ and hath 8 goodly Towi-es in the east front 
of it. There is a fayre Towre on thfe north syde of It^ 
and in this part of the/Castie K. Rich. 3. pulled downe 
a peice of thd walli and beganne and half finished a 
mighty Towre, or strength, for to shoote out gnuMs. 
Tbifl peice as he left it soe it.remaineth unfinished. The 
Dungeon now in mine standeth in the west-* north-west 
part irf tbe Castle. There is alsoe a Towre west-nofth- 
west, and through it is a posterne-^gate of itoti. 

All tbe prindpall lodginges of the Castle, with an 
Hafl and Chappeif, lye on the south 9yde of the Castk, 
and the King doth much cost in makinge foundations 
in tbe rockes to susteine that syde of the Castle ; fot 
grestii pei4;e8 fell out of tbe roeke that stfstdned it. 

There was since the CofiqitcfSt a Collegiate Cbitrcb in 
Warwike Castle. 

The Towne of Warwike standeth on a maine rocky 
hill, rysinge from east to west- 

The beauty and glory of the Towne is in 2 streets, 
whereof the one is ceiled the High-'Street, and goeth 
from tbe East Gate to the West, baringe a right goodly 
Gfiosde in the ntiddle <A it ; the e^her" crosseth the mi- 
dle of it, makinge a quadrivium, and goeHh from noitb 
to south. 

« 

Within the precinct «rf the ttfWne is but one Paroche 
Cbtnrcb, dedicated to St. Marye,' stancfing in the midle . 
of the townte. This Choreh is fayre atnd large. Rogertis 
de Bellamofit (fid translate the CoBedge in the Castle to 
tbia Church, endiowinge it with fayre possessions. 

Tbo* de BellcK-Campo, E. of Warwike, grand father 
t» Hich^ E* of Warwike, leife-tenant to King Hen. 8. id 
Fraunce, commanded by testament, (as' I beafdf say) 
that his exectttors should resftulAe. c^the'net^ Chancell 
or east part of St^ Marie's Chttrdhi ; annf soe they <fid ; 
and he is buried there withf his trSe; 
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Earle Richard of Ws^^ike^ Lieutenant of France, de- 
vised a right fayre, large, and sumptuous Chappell on 
the south syde of the Quire. This stately peice of worke 
was after made by the executors of his testament, and 
there he is intombed right princely, and portrayed with 
an image ot copper and guilt, hooped over with staves 
of copper, an guilt like a 

Noblemen buried in the body of our Lady Church in 
Warwike. 

John Tunstall, Kt, familiar to one of the late Earles 
cf Warwike. 

William Barkeswell, Deane of Warwik, one of the 
executors of the testament of £. Richard, that sawe the 
bilding of our Lady Chappell, and the new buildinge 
of the Colledge House begun by £. Richard finished. 

Johannes Rous, Capellanus Cantuarias de Guy-cliffe, 
qui super porticum australem librariarum construxit, 
& libris omavit. Obiit 14 Jan. 1491. This Rous was 
well learned in those dayes in Mc^thesi^ and was a great 
historiographer, borne (as it is supposed) of the house 
of the Rouses of Ragley, by Aulcester. 

In the South Isle. 

Power arniiger. 

There be buried 3 of the Hugfordes, heires of ISA- 
mundscote, about halfe a mile above Warwike on Avon. 

And Beaufo, to whom part of Hugfordes 

lands descended. 

In the Crosse-Isley betwixt the body of the Church and 

the Quire. 

Tho. de Bello-Campo, in a goodly tombe of marble. 
He was father to E. Rich. Lieutenant of France. 

Guil. Peto. dnus de Chesterton & ejus uxor. 

Alester, Deane of Warwike, lyeth in the same place, 
at the west end of our Lady, wher £• Rich, fir^t lay 
buried. This Alester translated the body of £. Rich. 
into our Lady Chappell. 

Mr. Haly, a well learned man that lately dyed. 

Haseley, Deane of Warwike, sometime schoole-mais- 
ter to King Henery the Seaventh. 



, 105 

In 'the Quire. 

Tho. de Bello-Campo and his wife. He was graiid- 
fa. to £. Richard. 

Katberine, eldest daughter to the sayd Earle Thomas^ 
is buried under a flatt marble stone, at the head of her 
father's tombe. 

In our Lady ChappelL 

Rich. E. of Warwike, with this epitaph, who dyed 
30 Apr. 1439. 17 H. 6. 

Praye devoutly for the soule (whome God asseile) of 
one of the most worshipfuU knightes in his dayes, of 
manhood and cunninge, KichardBeauchampe, late Earle 
of Warwike, Lord Despencer of Abergeveny, and many 
other great lordshippes, whose body here lesteth under- 
this tombe, in a full fayre volt of stone sett in a bare 
rocke ; the which visited with long sicknesse in the Cas- 
tle of Rohan, therein deceased full Christianlye, 30. Apr. 
1439, he being at that tyme Lieutenant of France, an4 
Dutchy of Normandy, by sufficient authoritye of our 
Soveraine K. Hen. 6. The which body, by great delibe- 
ration and worshipfuU conduct by sea and by land, was 
brought to Warwike 4. October in the sayd yeare, and 
was layed with solemne exequies in a fayre chest made 
of stone in the west doore of this Ch^ppell, according 
to his last Vill and testament, therein to rest 'till this 
Chappell, by him devised in his life-tyme, were made ; 
all the which Chappell founded on the rocke, and all 
the members thereof, his executors did fully make, and 
appareled bythe authority of his sayd last will and tes- 
tament, and thereafter by the sayd authority, they did 
translate worshipfully the sayd body into the vault 
abovesayd. Honoured be God therefore. 

Thinges excerpted out of the East Glcisse Window of 

our Lady ChappelL 
. .Elizabeth, daughter and heire to Tho. L. Berkeley 
and Lisle, first wife to Rich. Beaucliamp E. of Warwicke. 
The sayd Richard and Elizabeth had 3 daughters ; Mar- 
garett, married to John E. of Shrewsbury ; Eleonor, 
mairied to Edmund Beaufort, Earl of Somerset ; Eliza- 
beth^ married to George Nevile, t/, Latimer. Earle 
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Richard liad his second wife^ Isabel^ Lady Spenser of 
Glamorgan and Morgannok. 

Henery^ Duke of Warwicke, sonne and heire te Earle 
Richard and Isabella married Cicely Da. to Rich. Ne- 
vill, Earle of Salesbury.. 

Anne^ daughter of Rich, fieauchampe^ E. of WW- 
wike, and Isabel!^ was married to Richard Nevill, sonne 
and heire to Rich. Nevill; second Earle of Salesburye. 

There lyeth buried (as some saye)^ in the wefst end 
of our Lady Chappell, one of the NevUls^ L. Latimet'^ 
slayne at Edgcote-Feild by Banbury (as some suppose;) 
but there is neither tombe nor scripture scene. Hiis 
was Sir Hen. Nevill^ sonne and heir to Geor. Nevill^ 
Lord Latimer : but he was never lord^ for he dyed be-* 
fore his father. This Henery NeTilIe was grandfKih^ 
to the Lord Latimer now livinge. 

The ould Mansion-Place of the Coltedge and Deavty 
of St. Maries in Waiwike stood there where now the 
east'South-east part of the Cemetery is. The New Col* 
ledge Lodging, hard without the west end ot the Cemi- 
tery, was builded by the executors of the testament of 
Rich. Earie of Warwike. Moi^ of the prebendes houses 
be at t^e west end of our Ladie's Church in the street. 
There bee in the CoUedge a deane and 5 jM-ebendaries. 

There is over the East Gate a fajnre. Chappell of St. 
Peter. There is over the West Gate a goodly Chappell 
iji SU James. 

On the north syde of St. James is a pretty Colledge, 
havinge a 4 priestes tbiit singe in St. James Cbappettj 
and they belonge to a fraternity of our Lady and St^ 
George. Some thinke that this firatemitye hegnnae 
about E. Richard's dayes^ and that he was the benefae* 
tour to it. 

The Burgeses of Warwike be rulers of thfi». 

The suburbe without the East Gale is called Smithe's 
Streete: (the Jews sometimes dwelled in ifl.) in this 
suburbe was a coUedge dedicate to St. John^ and an 
hospitaU in it. 

There is a suburbe in the southeast sydDB of the 
towne wherem i» a Paroch ChiErcb of Si. Nicholas^ ap* 
propriate to St. Mary CoBedge in Warwike, 
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The Bttlmrbe l3rmg south beyon th^ Bridge is called 
the Bridge Ende, 

There is a Chappell of St. John in the Bridge Ende 
saburbe^ that belonged to the Prior of St. John's in 
London. The landes of this came to the commandery 
of Ballesball by Warwike. 

The suburbe without the West Gate is called the 
West-Ende. It is a very large street. There was a 
Colledge of Blacke Freres in the north part of this sab* 
urbe. It was a large house, and the Botelers L. Sudley, 
and the Mountforts, were the founders of it, (as I heard 
saye) ; but hitherto I have not read of any notable act 
in foundation made since th^ Conquest in Warwike^ but 
by the Earles of Warwike. 

There is a suburbe in the north syde of Warwike, and 
therein is the Chappel of St. Michael), where sometimes 
was a Colledge, havinge a maister et confrates; but 
Bowe it is taken as a free chappell. The Kinge givelh 
h. , The buildinges of the house are sore de^yed. 



No. III.— P. 29. 

Commission of the Peace for the Borough ofWarwicky 

1 James I. A.D. 1605. 

JAMES, by the grace of God» of England^ Scotland, 
and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, 
To our welUbeloved and faithful counseUors^ Thomas 
Egerton, Knight, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal^ Tho^ 
mas Lord Budiurst, Lord Treasurer of England, and to 
our beloved and &ithful the Bailiff of the Boro* of 
Warwick for the time beings the Recorder of the same 
Borough of Wai^vick for the time being, William Foster, 
William Spicer, John Greene, and JohnTownshende^ 
gentlemen, sendeth greeting: UltlotlK ^t^ that we hare 
assigned you^ jointly and severadly,* and each of you, our 
justices to keep our peace within the said Borough of 
Warwick aforesaid and the precincts and libarties 
thereof, and to keep and cause to be kept all ordinaoees 
and s|tatutes ordained for the good of our peace^ and for 
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the preservation df the anme, and for the peaceable or* 
dering and government of our people, in all and singa- 
lar the articles within the Borough aforesaid, the pre- 
cincts and liberties thereof, as well within liberties as 
without, according to the force, form, and effect thereof^ 
and to chastise and punish all delinquents against the 
form, ordinances, or statutes thereof, or any of them, 
within the Borough aforesaid, the precincts and liber- 
ties of the same, as ought to be done according to the 
form, statutes, and ordinances thereof ; and to bring be- 
fore you, or some one of you, all persons who shall 
threaten any one or more of our people with bodily 
harm or burning of their houses, to give good security 
to keep the peace, and for the good behaviour of them- 
selves towards us and our subjects, and if they should 
refuse to give such security, then to cause them to be 
kept in our prison until they shall have found such se- 
curity: We have also assigned you, and anylwoor 
more of you (of whom our Lord Keeper of the Greict 
Seal of England, our Lord Treasurer of England, the 
Bailiff of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, the 
Recorder for the same Borough for the time being, Wil- 
liam Foster and William Spycer, we will to be one) our 
justices to inquire, by the oath of good and lawful men 
of the Borough aforesaid, the precincts and liberties 
thereof, by whom the truth of the matter shall better 
appear of all such kinds of felonies, witchcrafts, inchant- 
ments, sorceries, inagic, trespasses, forestallings, re- 
gratings, ingrossings, and extortions whatsoever, and 
all and singular frauds and offences whatsoever, con- 
cerning which the justices of our peace can or ought to 
inquire of, by whomsoever or howsoever done or per- 
petrated, within the Borough aforesaid, the liberties and 
precincts thereof, or which may hereafter happen to be 
there done or attempted ; and also of all those who go 
or ride, or shall hereafter presume to go or ride armed 
in small parties within the Borough aforesaid, the pre- 
cincts and libaties thereof, agabist our peace, and to 
the terror Of our people ; and also of all such as lie con- 
cealed, or shall hereafter presume to lie concealed, for 
the purpose of maiming or killing any of our subjects; 
apd also concerning innkeepers, and all. and singular 
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9tlKr ptmasm wUo hm trnm^tened or attempted to 
tamgnuB ID the abune of weights or menswten, or in 
the flak of prDyiBioofi contrary to the forns, BtatutM^ 
ami orduiaiicefly or any of thevi, made for the c;omiboii 
^ood of our said kingdom of England and of our 8ub<» 
jeeta thereof, or who shall hereafter prettume to trana-* 
greaa, or to attempt so to do, within the Borough aiofo* 
said a»d the predocts and liberties thereof; and also 
concereuig all sherifFs, bailiffs, seneschalls, constables^ 
gaolers, ami other officers who shall have behaved them*- 
selves improperly in the' execution of our ofices about 
the pt emiaes, or any of them, or who shall presume 
heieaffcar to behare themselves improperly, or shall have 
been ilack, remiss, or negligent, or shall happen here-* 
after so to be within the Borough aforesaid and the pre** 
eincts and liberties thereof; and concerning all and sinr 
gular artides, circumstances, and other things whatso*- 
ever, by whomsoever or howsoever done or perpetrated 
within the Borough aforesaid, the precincts and libera 
tite thereof, or which shall hereafter happen to be done 
or attenq^d there, of what sort soever, concerning th» 
fall execution of the premises, or of any pi them ; and to 
ini^ect all judgments whatsoever, as well those taken 
or to be taken before you or any of you, as done, taken, 
and not yet finished before any our late justices of the 
peace within the Borou^ aforesaid, the precincts and 
Uierties thereof; and to issue and continue thenceforth 
against all and singuLor the persons so condemned, or 
tiboee who shall hereafter happ^i to be condemned be^ 
fore yon, until they are taken or surrender themselves 
or be outlawed ; and to hear and determine all and sin* 
gular felonies, witchcrafts, incantations, sorceries, arts 
■aagie, trespasses, forestaUings, regratings, and ingross- 
iags, extortipns, unlaw&il meetings, and judgments 
afcrcsaid, and all and angular the premises, according 
to the laws and custoMS of our kingdom of England, as 
in such case ought and has been accustcmied, and to 
mmbh &nd chastise such deiinqu^its, and every of them, 
lor their respective offences, by fines, ransoms, amercia<- 
memfas, forfeitures, or in any other ;nanner as hath been 
used or accustomed according to the laws and customs 
of our Idngdom of England and the form of the statutes 
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ahd ordinances aforesaid: ^[roiliMll dXmfSl, that if aiiy 
case of difficulty in determining any of tke premises 
shall happen to come before you or any two or more of 
you, then you shall by no means proceed to such de^ 
termination before yourselves or any two of you, unless 
in the presence of one of our justices of one or the other 
bench, or one of our justices assigned to take the assise ' 
in our said County of Warwick ; and therefore we com- 
mand you and each of you, that you diligently apply 
yourselves to the keeping of the ordinances, statutes, 
and all and singular the premises aforesadd, apd at cer-v 
tsun days and places which you or any two of you shall 
as aforesaid appoint for that purpose, ye shall. make 
enquiry of the premises, and hear and determine all and 
singular the premises aforesaid; and that ye do sand 
perform all these things in the form aforesaid, hence-* 
forth administering justice according to the laws and 
customs of our Ungdom of England, saving to us 
amerciaments ; for we command by the tenor of these 
presents the clerk of the mace of the Borough of War-^ 
wick aforesaid for the time being, at certain days and 
times which you or any two or more of you shall as 
aforesaid appoint, that ye cause to come before you 
or any two or more of you, as aforesaid, such and so 
many good and lawful men of the Borough aforesaid, 
the precincts and liberties thereof, as well within liber->^ 
ties as without, before whom the truth of the premises 
may better appear and be inquired into. We have, 
moreover, assigned you the Recorder of the Borough 
aforesaid for the time being Keeper of the Rolls of our 

{>eace within the Borough aforesaid, the precincts and 
iberties thereof; and also that you, at the days and 
times .aforesaid, bring before you and your companions 
all the writs, precepts, processes, and judgments afore* 
said, that they may be inspected and in due manner be 
determined as aforesaid, jtttlfimwns whereof we have 
caused these our letters to be made patent. Witness 
ourselves at Westminster, the twenty-sixth day of April 
in the first year of our reign in the kingdom of England, 
France, and Ireland, and in Scotland the thirty-sixth. 

TOPPIN, 
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back Hills for an Hospital for 4 poor Maidens 285 

Edgeworth Will ' 288 

Richd. Venour s Will 289 

James Smith of Sherborne's Will 289 

Deed respecting Edgeworth Gift 290 

Mr. Aylworth's Will 291 

Lady Oath. Leveson's Codicil 293 

Sir Wm. Jones, Att. Gen., his Opinion upon the Char- 
ters of Warwick . . . • 301 

Doctor Hodges appointed Lecturer of St. Mary's, 1708 . 315 
Rd. of 4 houses in West Street, and 4 houses in Salts* 

ford, late Pickerings • • • *. • 316 

Heath's WiU 324 



No. v.— P. 96. 



Note of the Fees of Search and Transcript in the Molls. 

Chapel. 

The Keeper of the Records takes care of the records 
in the Chapel at the Rolls; he makes annual indexes ox 
calendars of them, as they are brought to the Chapel : 
he attends and produces such indexes and records to 
those who are desirous of making searches;^ or of lead^ 
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ing the feoorda themselves : he makes Copies and exelB'- 

flifications of them when required : he attends the two 
[ouses of Parliament or their Committees^ and the 
Courts of Judicature^ with the roils, when required. — 
His fees are — ^ s d 

Search of the calendar book for every 

year --------». 010 

Copy of all records in the Chapel of the 
Kolls, for every sheet containing fif- 
teen lines and six words in each line S 
Re-examination of every copy written 
out of the records in the Rolls, each 
sheet --.--.~-- 00 1 
Clerk's hand to each copy ... 020 
Attendance with every record out of the 

Rolls by order 100 

Where parties, desirous of making searches, are un- 
provided with the necessary heads for reference, and are 
uncertain to what number of years the search might ex- 
tend, the fee i$ in such cases frequently compounded for 
at the sum of Five GuineaSy at which cost therefore the 
whole indexes may be searched for the local records of 
imy place* 



No. VI. 

^eal d/ the Borough of fTarwick, — MSS. HarL No, 

1167, /o. 60. 

The wood-cut trick of tJbe Common Seal of the Bo- 
rough of Warwick in the title page is copied from an 
heraldic manuscript book in folio, in the Harleian MSS., 
No. 1167, entitled—'* The Visitation of the County of 
Warwick ; taken anno 16 19 by Sampson Leonard Blew- 
mantle and Augustine Vincent Rouge-Rose, being Mar- 
shalls and deputies for William Camden Clarentiux 
King of Armes." Though this volume is not the origi- 
nal yet much of it is in the hand writing of Lennard, and 
the corporation seals are tricked by the same painter 
who rode with him to this and other visitations, and 
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tricked tfaem in the original papers. The following para^ 
graph is copied from the foot of the »eal. 

^^ This is'the Seale of the Bovoiigh of Warwidk^ first 
incorporated in the 37 yeare of king Henry the 8 by 
the name only of Burgesses of the Towne of War- 
wicke, an4 since, a" 1 et 2 Phil, et MarisB, remcorpo-^ 
rated by the name of Bailiffe and Burgesses of the saide 
Borough of Warwicke, and enabled w*^ divers great and 
large privileges, as (amonge manie other) to be a free 
Borough, — ^to plead and be impleaded, — to hove & com- 
mon scale, — ^to have twelve Assistantes, besides twelve 
principall Burgesses, — to have power to makelawes and 
ordinances for the more benefit of the said Borough,-^ 
to have a Rec(»:der, Sergiant at Mace, and Gierke of the 
Market, — ^to have power to choose and elect a new Bai- 
liffe, Burgesses, and Recorder, — ^that the Bailiffe, Re- 
corder, and two of the aunci^itest Burgesses t^balbe 
Justices of the Peace and Quorum w'^in the said Bo- 
rough, and no other justices to intromit, — to have power 
to punish the Bailiffe refusinge to hold upon election,<-*> 
together w*^ many other wholsome immunities then and 
since by o' soveraigne lord King James that now is 
granted and confirmed : and at the time of this present 
visitacion, videlicet 2S Augusti a* 1619, Edward San- 
ders, gent, was Bailiffe, John Townesend, Ralph 
Townesend, JohnRugdey, Alexander Rogers, William 
Roe, Richard Lee, Thomas Shakespeare, Alexander 
Dungan, WiUiam Hopkins, Michaell Hariott^ ThonuMi 
Chaunders, and Richard Yardley, gentlemen, prineipall 
Bui:g«ises, John Norton, ^ent. Steward and Deputie 
Recorder^ and Sir Foulk Grfevill, Kt* Recorder.*' 
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No. VIL— P. 98. 

List of the Harleian Manuscripts in the British Mil- 
seuTHf relating to the Town, CastU, County, and 
Earls of fVarwick. 

Number. F. 

60. 57. Codex Membranaceus in 4to ampliori, quo 
continentur, Taxatio Spiritualium & Temporali- 
umCleri^ infraDicecesimLondon, circa A.D. 1291. 
Fratrum Hospitalis de Warwyk. 
71. 1. Survey of Castles in Warwicke, i^rc. 

311. 28. Ex ChronicisMS. Johannis Rossi aliasRous 
Warwicensis, in Bibliolheca Cottoniana (A.D, 
1638) collectanea qusedaqi de temp. Guliel. I. 

374. 13. Letter from Joan Foster to her Father Mr. 
J. Stowe, dated from Warwlcke (3. Dec. 1580) 
desiring him to seek out for the Foundation of the 
Hospital of Warwicke by the Earls of the same^ 
for' Mr. Oliver Brooke her friend the Owner (or 
Master) thereof. At the bottom Mr, Stowe has 
put down some small notes touching the same. 

259. 23. List of Sheriffs, Com. Warwic. & Leices- 
tr. ab anno 1 R. Hen. U. us^q. ad annum 4 R, 
Caroli L 

433. 1819. Letre.to the Stewarde, <§rc. of the Lord- 
ship of Warrwike, lati^ig them wit that the King 
bath given unto Henry Smythe oone of the (len- 
tilmen of the ChapeUe a Tenement within the 
said Towne, during the nonne-age of the Erie of 
Warrewike. , ^ 

506. 37. Extracts. Ex Libro EcclesiaB CotTegjatae B. 
Mariae Warwic. "^ ^, 

525. 341. Speculum Gydonis de Warrewyke, secun- 
dum AlquinumHeremitam. — aTheolcgicalPoem. 

566. Prsecedents of Barronyes by Wrytte, descend- 
inge with the Lapds to the heirs males and not to 
the heirs females. — Baronny of Warwike, ^c. 

433. 745. To William Selby, a Confirmation of the 
Portership of the Castel of Warwike, 8^c. during 
the non-nage of the Due of Clarence («.^. of Ed- 
ward Plantagenet Earl of Warwick, son to George 
last Duke of Clarence) with other emoluments. 

R 
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Number. F. 
433, 1491. Warrant for payment to Nichol|is Spicer 

j^28, lOs. by him delivered to the King's use^ as 

follows in the MS. Youen at the Castelle of 

Warrewyke the 9th day of Aug. an. prim. [Edw. 

V. vel Ric. 111.] 

1544. Grant of the Oflftce of Armourer within 

the Castelle of Warrewyke to William Wynter. 

Youen at Pountfret 34. Sept. a' prim. 

1289. John Hugforde hath the Advouson of 

the Prebende of St. James within the Church CoU 

legiat of Warrewike. 
433. 1415., Mr. Ric. Brakynburghe bath the Denry 

of the. Collegiate Church of Warwike by the re-- 

signation of Mr. Albone, 
785. 20. Forms of Deeds, Sfc. of Ambrose Dudley 

Earl of Warwick, Ann Countess of Pembroke, 8fc. 
1026. 10-11. Liber Micellaneorum, 1633. Notes by 

a Mr. Justinian Pagitt. — Remarkable things which 

I observed in my journey thro' Warwickshire, Sfc. 
1100. 3. Trick of the Seal of the Borough of War- 
wick by Mr. John Saunders; from Camden^ 1619* 
1167. Ditto, Lennard. 
1300. 8. Coronation of K. Richard II.—" Thomas 

Beauchampe Erie of Warwick^ cleamed to beare 

the Tbirde Sworde." 
1370. 8. Armes of the Towne of Warwicke. 
9044. 19. Collectanea ex Libr'o Ecclesise CoUe^atse 

B. Mariae de Warwici. 
2113. 34. Armes in Blason of some antient Warwick* 

shire Families, receiv ed from Nicolas Ifler, Dutches 

man and Glaziar ot Warwick, 12 March 1588. 
8044. 21. Collectanea ex Chartis Edwardi Aston de 

Tixhall in Com. Stafford. 

Divers of these relate to persons and places in 

Warwickshire, 
2262. 130. Docquet of the Presentation of Moses 

Hodges, D. D. to the Vicarage of St. Maries in 

Warwick, sealed 26 Jan. 1705-6, 
3868, H. Earl of Warwick's grant of Compton 

ChVirch to the College of St. Mary's Warw. 
5804. 1. Several things relating to the Co. of War- 
wick. 
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Number. F. 

6075. In a paper book^ see Ecclesiastical revenues of 

the County of Warwick, &c. 
6082-5. Warwici Comites, 8^c. 
6586-g: Ditto. 
6839. 60. Account of the dreadful Fire at Warwick, 

Sept. 5. 1694. 
7505, 2. An Inventory of the Goods of the Collegiate 

Church of Warwick, May 21, 1691. 
7. Ancient Deeds copied at Warwick. 
7505. 8. Copy of an Inspeximus to which the Broad 

seal of Henry VI. was annexed. 

6. Value of the Rectory s. — ^Valor terrar* H 

tentor' fynar' et rectoriar' appa' Decano et Capi- 

tulo ecclise Colleg. beate Marie Warr. 8fc. Copied 

from the original by Mr. Wapley. 
€839. 2. Gifts to the Poor of Coventry, yearly. 1675. 
160. 30. Original letter of Robt. Earl of Warwick 

to Sir Simon D'Ewes touching his Petition to be 

heard in the House of Commons, 28 March^ 1642. 
744. See Index of Incorporation of Towns. 
1104. The manner of creating Robt. Dudley Baron 

Denbigh by Queen Elizabeth. 



No.VIIL 

Supplemental Appendix to Report from Select Com- 
mittee on Poor-Rate Returns, 

WARWICK BOROUGH. 

Years ending St. Mary. St. l«richolas. 

d5th March. £ s, sS S. 

1816 2615 14 - - - 1326 

1817 3241 13 - - - 1115 16 

1818 3416 6 - - - 1179 7 

1819 3267 4 - - - 1100 13 

1820 --•-.. 2941 11 - - - 1271 4 

1821 3521 6 - - - 1222 
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No. X. 

A List of the Public and Private Charities, Donors* 
names J date and description of Charity , in the Pa- 
rishes of St. Mary and St, Nicholas in Warwick, in 
the administration of the Corporation and other 
Trusts, 

WARWICK BOROUGH. 

ST. MARY. 



Nam* of Penoa who 
fare the Charity. 



Sir Thonuw White 



John Toolie 

Thomas Oken . . . 



Earl of Leicester . 



Richard Griffin . . 



Nicholas Ilfor . . . 



John Smith 
Ditto 



John Price 

RichardEdgworth 

Sir Thomas \ 
Puckering/*" 



Ditto 



Jane Tarrille . . . 
Thomas Ayl worth 
John Yardley« . . . 



Whe« 
givca. 




1551 



1553 
1570 



1586 



1592 

1593 

1624 
Do. 

1625 

1645 

1655 

Do. 



1658 
1660 
1702 



Will 

Do. 
Deed 



Act Pari. 



Deed 

Will 

Do. 
Do. 

Do." 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



Do. 
Will 
Do. 



DetcripttoB of Charitjr, and for what 
parpotes given. 



To be l«ntto youngti'adesmen 
of Warwick, at 50/. each 
for 9 years, free oi interest 

To the poor of Warwick 

For teaching poor children, 
repairing the highways, 
and for other purposes, for 
this boroagii 

For a master and twelve poor 
brethren from Warwick, 
Kenilworth, Stratford-up- 
on-Avon ,Wootton-under- 
£dge,and£rlingham alter- 
nately 

For clothing for the poor of 
Warwick, and 10«. for a ser- 
mon 

For the residence, clothing, 
firing, and in money to four 
poor women 

For clothing ten poor 

For bread and shoes to 'the 
poor of Warwick 

To the poor of ditto not re- 
ceiving parish relief 

To the poor of ditto, and for 
two sermons 

For the habitations of 16 poor 
women, and for the endow- 
ment of the same 

For the residence of poor 
tradesmen, and to take ap- 
prentices in. — For want of 
such tradesmen, the trus- 
tees have let the houses 
and apply the rents for ap- 
prenticing poor children. . 

For cloth to 4 poor men and 
8 poor women of Warwick . 

For gowns and bread to the 
poor of Castle Ward 

For habitations for four poor 
women 



In Land or 
Money. 



Money. 
Land. 






J Land and 
Houses.^ 



1 

I 



Land and 
Houses. 



Ditto. 

}Land and 
House. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
House. 

Rent-charge. 

Is Houses. 
J Rent-char. 



Houses. 
Rent- charge* 
Land. 
Almshouse. 
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ST. MARY— (Continued.) 



Naae of Pmoa who 
f«vc the Charity. 



Bobert Heath . . . 

SirThos.Wheatley 
The Csrporation . 
John Hadley .... 

Richard Grimes. . 



Richard Veo nor . . 
Jos. Blissett 

Hon. Sarah Y 

Greville J"" 
George Webb.. .. 

Alderman Lane. . 



Matthew Busby. . 
SixThomas Delves 



Whtn 
givca. 



Jane Tompkvs . . 
NicholasRothwell 
Ann Johnston ... 



1684 

1€95 
1695 
1702 

1710 



1712 
1713 

1719 
1722 

1^23 



1723 
1727 



1729 
1729 
1732 



Folk Weale 



Henry the Vlllth. 

Henry Archer . . . 
Earl of Warwick . 



Mrs. Hammond. . 
Hon. Mr. Greville 



William Viner .. . 



Mrs. Tarrille. . . . 
A Conntess ofl 

Devonshire . / 
John and Joanl 

Stanton . . . . / 



1729 



lyCar.I, 

1768 
1769 



1778 
1783 



1693 



ByWm 
or Deed. 



1667 
Unkn. 

Do. 



Will 

Do. 

Gift 
Will 

Do. 



Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 



Do. 
Do. 



Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



Do. 



Deed 

Will 
Gift 



Will 
Gift 



Deed 



Unkn. 
Do. 

Do. 



Detcription ofChori^* aad for what 
psrposce giren. 



For apprenticing one poor 
boy of Warwick 

To 4 poor tradesmen of ditto 

For the residence of 38 poor 

For apprenticing poor chil- 
dren of Warwick 

For bread to the noor 10»., 
-and for three clotn coats for 
ditto 40s. 

To the poor 

For bread to eight poor houses- 
keepers 

For clothing and teaching 
poor children 



In Loftd « 
Money. 



Rent-char e. 
Ditto. . 
House. 

Money. 



Rent-charge. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 



Money. 
Land. 



Rent-charge. 
House. 



Money. 

Ditto. 

Land. 



To the poor 

For gowns to the poor in 
West-street Ward. ...••• 



i 



For apprenticing poor chil 
dren»and for other purposes 

For apprenticing one poor 
boy of either parish, and 
assisting them to set up in 
their respective trades, . . . 

For bread to the poor, and for 
apprenticing poor children 

For clothing and apprentic- 
ing poor cnildren, and for 
clothing and relief to the 
poor not leceiring parish 
relief 

To the poor of Warwick . . . 

For bread and beef to the poor 

For apprenticing poor chil- 
dren, assisting them to set 
up in ..heir respective ^ „ 
trades ; and to the poor of| ( "O'"*** . 
Warwick 

For clothing and teaching 
poor children 

For bread to the poor. . . . 

For coals to the poor 

For the purpose of selling 

coals to the poor at reduced 

prices (the interest) .... 

To six poor widows 

In addition to the fund for 

purchasing coals for the 

poor 

To the master and assistant 

of King's School, and du- 
ring the neglect of their 

tiuty, to poor householders 

of Warwick ,,,, 

For linen to the poor .... 



Land and 



Rent-charge^ 

{Land and 
Houses. 
Money. - 



Ditto. 
Ditto. 



Ditto. 



Rent-charge. 
Money. 

Unknown. 
Money. 
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ST. liARY— (Continued.) 



N*»« of Pmm» who 
ffSTc tlM Ckarity. 


Wb«D 

given. 


ByWtU 
or Deed. 


Oeeeriptien of Charity, and for what 
purpoeei given. 


In ImnA or 
Moaejr. 


Unknown 

Ditto 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
1701 

1704 

1793 


UokD 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Will 


Fo the poor of SalisfoWi Ward 
Ditto 


Ditto. 

Rent-chsrg«. 

Ditto. 

Mooey. 

Ditto. 


George Weale .. . 
Lady Guildford.. 

Hon. John Smith 


For bread to the poor of W. 
For clothing and teaching 

poor children of ditto .... 
For apprenticing one^poor 

bov of ditto 1 . . . . 


Nicholu Ifler . . . 

• 


To the poor 


Rent-charge. 



Rcv.Thos.Har- 

bidge 

Edward Slade . 



>[ 



Sir Thomas White 

John Toolie 

Thomas Oaken . . 
Earl of Leicester . 
Richard Griffin . . 

John Smith 

Daniel Price .... 
Henry Fornis.. .. 
Thomas Owen ... 
RichardEdgworth 
JaneTurville.. .. 
Edmund Maker V 

peace, sen. , . j 
Edmund Make*- \ 

peace, jun.-.. } 
Robert Heath . . . 
SiiThos-Wheately 
John Hadley .... 
Richard Grimes . 

John Wilson .... 
Hon. Sarah \ 

Greville./--" 
George Webb.. .. 

Sir Thos. Delves . 



Jane Tomkys.. .. 
Anne Johnstone . 
Katharine Burton 
Henry the VllUh. 
Henry Archer .. . 

Earl of Warwick . 
Martha Holyoake 

Henry Harper... 
Hon. C. GreviUe . 



William Viner 



■• * 



MORETON MORRELL. 



1769 



Will 
Do. 



For teaching four poor chil 

dren 

For bread to the poor . . . 



^ 



Money. 
Ditto. 



ST. NICHOLAS, 



1551 


Will 


L'>53 


Do, 


1570 


Deed 


1586 


Act Pari. 


1592 


Deed 


1624 


Will 


16*25 


Po. 


1628 


Do. 


1643 


Do. 


1645 


Do. 


1658 


Deed 


1693 


Will 


1693 


Do. 


1684 


Do. 


1695 


Do. 


1702 


Do. 


1710 




1693 


• 


1719 


Do. 


1722 


Do. 


1723 


Do. 


1727 


Dp. 


1729 


Do. 


1732 


Do. 


1741 


Do. 


1749 


Deed 


1768 


Will 


1768 


Gift 


1781 


Will 


1781 


Deed 


17S^ 


Gift 


1693 


Deed 



For bread to the poor 
To the poor 



For bread to the poor 



Ditto 



For clothes and bread to the 
poor 

For clothes to the poor .... 

For clothing ana teaching 
poor children 



For clothing and apprentic- 
ing poor children, and for 
other charitable purposes . 



To twenty poor widows . . . 

For bread to the poor 

For selling coals to the poor 
at reduced prices 

Ditto 

For clothes and bread to the 
poor 

For shoes to the poor 

In addition to fund for pur- 
chasing coaU for the poor 



Rent-charge, 
Land. 



Rent-charge, 
Ditto. 



Rent«charge, 
House&Land 

Money, 



Ditto, 



Land. 

Do. & Houses 

Money. 
Ditto. 

Land. 
Ditto. 



Money. 
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Thsre is an ancient Township of the name of War- 
wick in Cumberland, four miles from Carlisle, which 
contained in 1811, 88 houses and 401 inhabitants. — 
See Magna Britannia^ vol. iv. p. 164. — The Manor 
was given by Hubert de Vaux and Robert his son to 
Odard, first Lord of Corkby, whose posterity assumed 
the name of Warwick. Francis Warwick, Esq. the last 
heir male, died in 1772 without issue. Mr. Robert 
Bonner, then the only representative of the family in 
the female line (through the Maddison's), took the name 
in 1792, and is the present proprietor of the Warwick 
estate. The Arms of the family are — ^Azure, three lions 
rampant, argent. Crest : a dexter arm couped at the 
shoulder, in armour, holding in the gauntlet ti battle- 
axe, all proper. 



THE END. 



Printed by Arthur Taylor, BMinghall Street. 
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